
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: December 31, 2009 
 
 
Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking, investment and housing foreclosure 

crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and 
Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career opportunities for 
young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local 
economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. This Week with 10/04/09 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                      * 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
* Today’s guests were Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY), Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX), and Alan Greenspan, 
former Chairman of the Federal Reserve.  They discussed extending unemployment benefits; and 
Greenspan discussed the depth of this recession, the Obama Administration’s efforts to stimulate the 
economy, and his prediction for recovery. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/14/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                        ** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Do you support a plan to pay seniors $250 to make up for no 
increase in Social Security?”  President Obama is calling on Congress to approve $250 payments to more 
than 50 million seniors to make up for no increase in social security next year.  The White House put the 
cost at $13 billion.  The Social Security Administration is scheduled to announce Thursday that there will 
be no cost of living increase next year.  By law, increases are pegged to inflation, which has been 
negative this year.  It would mark the first year without an increase in Social Security payments since 
automatic adjustments were adopted in 1975.  The $250 payments would also go to those receiving 
veterans’ benefits, disability benefits, railroad retirees and public employee retirees who don't receive 
social security.  The plan comes at a time when the nation's deficit is at a record 1-point-4 trillion dollars. 
 
 
3. In Focus 10/04/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                         *** 
 
*** The Better Pensacola Forum, a group of local business leaders, just released a survey of attitudes in 
Escambia County, FL.  The survey reflects that 59% of respondents, a random sample of registered 
voters throughout the entire County, now say that Escambia County is not a good place to raise children.  
This is up from 48% in 2008.  Our guest today was Jerry Maygarden, Executive Director of the BPF, here 
to discuss the results of the survey and our local government’s role in the issues.  The predominant issue 
is the economy, with the top 3 concerns being jobs, education, then poor leadership.  We also interviewed 
a local business entrepreneur who is starting up a golf driving range.  He complained of the many delays 
and general sloppiness of the permitting process, and the lack of accountability in local government.  
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4. Straughn & Company 10/25/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 
 
**** Today’s topic was “Where do you look for a new job, especially if you’re a woman?”  Our guests were 
Dr. Rick Harper, Director of the Haas Center for Business Research at the University of West Florida, and 
Larry Strain, of the UWF Small Business Development Center.  Both discussed the current economic 
climate, and agreed we were coming out of the recession.  But they also agreed that employment was still 
lagging, and expected it would be another 6 months before businesses began hiring in earnest.  Strain 
said that small business had taken the large brunt of the impact from the recession because these 
businesses didn’t have the backup funds available to sustain their businesses.  Dr. Harper discussed 
methods for small businesses to obtain bank credit, by having a credible business plan followed by 
communication with the bank about the progress of their business after receiving a loan. 
  
 
5. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 11/18/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                    ***** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** Today’s issue was … “Do you support the latest challenge to Pensacola’s Maritime Park proposal?”  
They've already begun bulldozing the ground.  The homeless people squatting there have been moved.  
And after years of planning, discussion, debate and votes, the Pensacola Maritime Park seemed like a 
foregone conclusion.  But once again, a challenge could derail things.  For the second time this month, a 
petition drive has begun to block the sale of bonds to pay for the project.  First it was a single resident, 
who later pulled his challenge.  Now it's a group spearheaded by former city council member Marty 
Donovan.  The city council voted on October 8th to issue up to $48 million in bonds to pay for the park.  
But anyone has the right to challenge that decision with a petition within 60 days.  Donovan's group needs 
to collect signatures from 15 percent of the city's voters...which equates to about 58-hundred people...to 
bring the bond issue to a city-wide referendum.  That's despite the fact that city voters already approved 
the park proposal in a special referendum held three years ago.   
 

 
6. ABC News Nightline 10/28/09 11:01PM/15 minutes Public Affairs              ****** 
       
****** Our topic for one segment tonight was “Demolition Derby on Real Estate”, profiling the high 
foreclosure rate and overabundance of available housing on the market.  “Nightline” focused on the 
economy on several of its programs during the 4th quarter of 2009, airing nightly at 11:01PM for 30 
minutes (unless otherwise noted) with specific topics on the following dates: 
11/04/09 “The 50-Cent Empire” (15-minutes); 
11/10/09 “How Not to Sell a Home” (10-minutes); 
11/16/09 “Family Foreclosure” (15-minutes); 
12/16/09 “President Obama Interview” (15-minutes); 
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7. This Week with 11/01/09 08:00AM/20-minutes Public Affairs                   ******* 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
******* Today’s guest was Valerie Jarrett, Senior White House Advisor to the President.  One of the topics 
discussed was the current state of the economy, and the Administration’s plans to keep the recovery on 
track. 
 
 
8. In Focus 11/01/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ******** 
 
******** Over 3 years ago a group of Pensacola residents petitioned the City for approval of a Community 
Maritime Park plans, and city voters eventually passed the city-wide referendum.  Now it appears the 
project’s future may again be going back into the hands of the voters.  Many members of the group who 
originally opposed the project have now formed a new group, No 48-Million Dollar Debt, taking issue with 
the City Council’s approval to sell $48 Million in bonds for a park plan that they say barely resembles the 
one approved by the voters in 2006.   Our guests today were Pensacola Mayor Mike Wiggins, who argued 
in favor of the city’s financing plan saying it would create tremendous economic development 
opportunities; and former City Councilman Marty Donovan, chairman of “No 48-Million Dollar Debt”, 
opposing the plan. 
 
 
9. This Week with 11/08/09 08:00AM/20-minutes Public Affairs                ********* 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
********* Today’s guests were Tim Kaine, Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, and Michael 
Steele, Chairman of the Republican National Committee.  They debated the Obama Administration’s 
efforts to drive the economy out of the recession. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 11/18/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs             ********** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
********** Today’s issue was … “Do you support the hike in Florida’s unemployment tax on businesses?”  
Unemployment compensation taxes paid by Florida businesses will skyrocket next year.  It's due to the 
state's high jobless rate which stood at 11 percent in September.  The minimum tax will jump from $8.40 
per employee to $100.30...nearly twelve times as much.  The maximum will go up from $378 per 
employee to $459.  Another factor contributing to the increases is that taxable wages are going up from 
$7,000 to $8,500 per employee. The increases are needed to replenish the state's unemployment 
compensation trust fund.  It dropped from more than $1.3 billion last year to zero in August.  Florida then 
began borrowing $300 million a month from the federal government to pay benefits.    
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11. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 12/08/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs         *********** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*********** Today’s issue was … “Do you support the state spending &775-million on the Sunrail system?”  
The Florida Senate passed the commuter rail bill Tuesday afternoon, by a vote of 27-10.  It now goes to 
the governor to be signed.  The measure easily passed in the House on Monday.  Florida's two U.S. 
Senators, meanwhile, have sent Governor Charlie Crist and legislative leaders a letter warning that Florida 
would lose any chance of getting $2.6 billion in federal stimulus dollars for a high-speed rail line between 
Orlando and Tampa without an Orlando area commuter system.  The Sunrail is expected to cost $2.66 
billion over 30 years with the state, federal and local governments each contributing $775 million and the 
rest coming from fares.  While Northwest Florida has little to gain by the rail systems proposed, 
Pensacola's State Representative Dave Murzin says it's an economic benefit to the whole state and it 
makes sense.  
   
 
12. This Week with 12/13/09 08:00AM/1-hour Public Affairs            ************ 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
************ Today’s guests were Lawrence Summers, Director of the National Economic Council, and Rep. 
Eric Cantor (R-VA), the House Republican Whip.  They discussed the current economic rebound brought 
about by government bailouts of the banking and auto industries, and the prospects for job growth. 
 
 
13. In Focus 12/13/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs           ************* 
 
************* Our topic this week – the Maritime Park project, again!  The petition drive aimed at stopping 
the city from borrowing money to finance the project failed this past week, with the political action 
committee unable to secure the needed 5700 signatures need from registered voters to file the petition.  
Over $45-million in bonds were put for sale this week and sold within 36 hours; that money will pay for 
construction of a baseball stadium, public park and a public parking lot.  This morning we discussed the 
future of the Maritime Park site with Quint Studer, owner of the Pensacola Pelicans and The Studer 
Group, and with Pensacola Mayor Mike Wiggins.  
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