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1. 3 in the Morning 07/22/18 06:00AM/2 minutes News                             * 
 

* We are experiencing the hottest weekend of the year thus far. Scattered storms are expected on Sunday 
afternoon and evening - some may be severe.  The Storm Prediction Center has placed Northwest Florida under 
a Slight Risk (2 out of 5) for Sunday afternoon and evening.  The main threat will be damaging wind gusts and 
some hail.  Before storms flare up, temperatures will warm into the mid-90s, but with the high humidity in place, 
we will see heat indices around 108°F to 112°F.  The National Weather Service of Mobile has issued a Heat 
Advisory for Northwest Florida through Sunday evening.  It is imperative to use extreme caution while outdoors, 
even if only for a few minutes!  Heat stress or illness will be a strong possibility this weekend.  Drink plenty of 
water, wear light and loose-fitting clothing or stay indoors.  Increased winds out of the west will lead to a high 
risk for rip currents.  Stay weather aware with the First Warning Channel 3 Weather Team on-air and online! 

 
2. Channel 3 News First at 4 07/24/18 04:14PM/2.2 minutes News                            ** 
 

** A spokesperson with the Florida Department of Transportation told Channel 3 News that cracks in the 
construction of the new Pensacola Bay Bridge, aka 3 Mile Bridge, made workers halt their work two separate 
times.  Ed Seifert, FDOT interim communications director, said it happened in April and in June.  However, he 
said it was not uncommon in concrete in Florida to have these types of issues for surface cracking; it's not going 
to affect the structure as a whole.  He said inspectors are on site at all times while the bridge is being build.  He 
also said he did not receive any more reports other than those two instances.  Seifert said factors like extreme 
temperatures, temperature changes and lots of rain all affect how well concrete will cure.  County Commissioner 
Grover Robinson, who is also on the Transportation Planning Organization Board, said that his main concern 
was safety. He said that he hopes for better communication with FDOT moving forward. 

 
3. Channel 3 News First at 4 07/27/18 04:00PM/2.4 minutes News                           *** 
 

*** The number of young children getting into harmful things around the house is staggering. Recent data show 
that out of 2 million calls to poison control centers, nearly half concerned kids age 6 and under. Consumer 
Reports tells you which household products are most risky, and what you can do to keep your child safe.  Toys 
and other household electronics with battery compartments should be secured with a screwdriver or other 
method.  Button-cell batteries are small flat batteries that look like coins. They can become a choking hazard, 
and asphyxiation may occur.  Other dangers include exposure to cosmetics and personal-care products and 
cleaning products.   Store these items out of the reach of children. Keep cleaners and other products in the 
containers in which they were bought because they usually have child-resistant closures.  As for those colorful 
laundry detergent pods that can look like candy?  Don’t even have them in the house if you have young kids.  If 
you suspect that your child has ingested a toxic product, call the national Poison Help Hotline at 800-222-1222.  
And call 911 if you see that your child has fainted, doesn’t wake up, or is bleeding. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/30/18 06:00PM/2.6 minutes News                         **** 
 

**** The lives of Aalayah Eastmon and Delaney Tarr changed forever on February 14, 2018.  It was the day 17 
of their classmates and faculty members were killed in a mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida.  Now, they're fighting for change.  Eastmond, Tarr and other survivors are traveling 
the country on the 'Road to Change' tour.  A town hall meeting was held Monday night by survivors and activists 
at the University of West Florida.  They're pushing for gun reforms and encouraging young people to take action 
by voting.  "If you have a voice, if you have an opinion, the best way to use it is through the polls. Then you can 
enact direct change by electing representatives that represent what you believe in”.  Both these survivors said 
they're using their voices and experiences to try to end gun violence in our country.  After Monday night's town 
hall in Pensacola, the group will travel to other states including Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

  
 
5. Channel 3 News Dayside 07/31/18 11:00AM/2 minutes News                        ***** 
 

***** U. S. Senator Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) filed legislation Tuesday blocking the online publication of blueprints that 
can be used to make 3D-printed guns.  Nelson said “These 3D-printed plastic firearms can evade our detection 
systems and are a direct threat to our national security.”  The legislation would make it illegal for anyone to 
publish a file online that programs a 3D-printer to automatically manufacture a firearm.  The material used to 
make the 3D gun can be virtually undetectable when it is carried through a metal detector or past security.  A 
legal loophole allows people to attach a small removable piece of metal to an otherwise fully-plastic gun.  The 
metal clips can be removed before entering a security screening area and will fully comply with the federal law 
requirements.  Senator Nelson and several lawmakers introduced into the legislation a requirement that every 
firearm have at least one main component made of metal and to block the publication of blueprints that can 
make 3D-printed guns.  

 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 5PM 07/31/18 05:00PM/2 minutes News                      ****** 
 

****** Smoking is banned at public housing across the country starting Tuesday.  Those are houses supported 
by government funding.  Eighteen months ago, U.S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary Julian Castro 
told housing agents to provide smoke-free policies to residents.  The new rule prohibits lit tobacco products, 
including cigars and pipes.  Smoking is not allowed indoors or within 25 feet of the buildings.  Channel 3 News 
called Abe Singh, executive director of the Area Housing Commission.  He declined to talk about how this ban 
will be implemented in Pensacola, but Channel 3 News did notice a sign stating the new smoke-free policy at 
the office, including pamphlets encouraging residents to quit tobacco.  Channel 3 News spoke with one woman 
who said she had to sign a new agreement on her lease for her Hayne Street Apartment, stating that we are not 
allowed to smoke in our house or outside the doors.  Federal officials expect the smoking ban to save up to 
$135 million every year in repairs and preventable fires. 
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7. Channel 3 News Dayside 08/07/18 11:00AM/1-minute News                     ******* 
 

******* A local bank found a way to raise money for area residents in need.  Charter bank contributed to the 
community by raising money for Pensacola Fire Department to give out smoke detectors to local residents. 
These smoke alarms will go to people who may not be able to afford them on their own.  Pensacola firefighter 
Bryan Hinote said, “It’s a very important safety feature in a house, every house should at least have one in the 
living area of the house preferably in the hallway near the bedrooms and near the kitchen”.  Firefighters say it’s 
important to check the batteries regularly. 

 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/07/18 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                    ******** 
 

******** Escambia County Fire Rescue crews may have looked like they were saving swimmers on Tuesday in 
Perdido Bay, but it was a practice drill for a new recruitment video.  Fire Chief Rusty Nail told Channel 3 News 
that he hopes it will attract more people to the job.  "We're going to try to utilize social media platforms, our 
county's website, and just a variety of outreach to try to reach as many prospective candidates as we can.  We 
always are facing challenges with numbers for people who want to join the fire service.  We're trying to educate 
them to show them just what a great career that it can be," said Chief Nail.  He said part of the reason is 
because of the job itself.  It's a dangerous profession, but it's also very exciting and very rewarding.  He said the 
department is hoping the videos bring more diversity.  He mentioned that there's a need for more women. 

 
9. Channel 3 News at 10PM 08/09/18 10:00PM/2 minutes News                  ********* 
 

********* The Florida Department of Health in Walton County has issued a rabies alert for Walton County in 
response to a third fox that tested positive for rabies yesterday. This fox was in the Darlington area. This rabies 
alert is for 60 days.  All residents and visitors in Walton County should be aware that rabies is present in the wild 
animal population and domestic animals are at risk if not vaccinated.  The public is asked to maintain a 
heightened awareness that rabies is active in Walton County.  Please be aware that rabies activities can also 
occur outside the alert area.  We provided viewers with a list of precautions to stay safe, and contact information 
for the Florida Department of Health and Walton Animal Services. 

 

10. Channel 3 News at 5PM 08/13/18 05:00PM/2.2 minutes News                         *10 
 

*10 Most people dread receiving one of those "robo calls."  But one area police department hopes their 
automated call will come to mean something different for senior citizens, or those living alone who need a little 
extra help.  A 911 operator can be the difference between life and death in an emergency, but somebody must 
make the call.  The "R U O K" or "Are You Okay" program run by the Fort Walton Beach Police does just that.  
The automated call is set up by the participant as a robo call to ask if they're okay. And they must press buttons 
to respond.  Ruth Lovejoy with Eldercare Services of Okaloosa County says many people have turned to "Life 
Alert" type necklaces and similar devices.  She is glad to see the police department promoting the local service 
again.  As many as 200 people signed up for the "R U O K" system in its heyday.  Police hope this new push will 
eclipse that number, making the free service once again an integral part of making the community safer. 
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11. Channel 3 News at 5PM 08/19/18 05:00PM/1-minute News                         *11 
 

*11 Alabama’s most popular county for tourism is facing a problem with attacks by rabid foxes.  Officials say 
they’ve confirmed eight attacks by foxes infected with rabies in coastal Baldwin County since May.  The fast-
growing county includes the state’s prime beach areas, although no tourists have reportedly been affected.  The 
Alabama Department of Public Health issued a warning about avoiding rabies exposure after the latest attack.  
The rabies virus is usually transmitted through the saliva of an infected animal.  The virus can also spread 
through direct contact with mucous membranes, such as the eyes, nose and mouth.  Health officials are urging 
residents to get their pets vaccinated. 

 

12. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/20/18 06:00PM/2.1 minutes News                         *12 
 

*12 Heavy traffic is causing concern for some people in Escambia County.  People who live in Myrtle Grove say 
they've often put themselves at risk to get around their neighborhoods as many of the area's sidewalks are 
broken, blocked, flooded or nonexistent.  Almost everywhere you look there's a new mode of transportation 
vying for space on the sidewalk or roadway.  Kim Dickinson lives in the area. She has a friend who uses a 
wheelchair. She wants new sidewalks along with handicap accessible intersections to accommodate their 
needs.  Last week, Escambia County commissioners announced they will support the brick by brick program 
and fund sidewalks on West Jackson Street.  President of the Jim C. Downey Community Center, Ronnie 
Rivera, says the program will help make sidewalks and roadways safer for all modes of transportation.  Rivera 
says work started last year to make the area safer when more than 700 street lights were put up.  Although not 
all streets have sidewalks yet, residents tell us it's a step in the right direction.  Rivera says he will meet with the 
county administrator and board of commissioners this week to discuss options to move the project forward. 

 
 
13. Full Measure with 08/26/18 09:00AM/12 min. Public Affairs                         *13 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
 
*13 Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability reporting. The show format 
includes a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration issues at home and abroad, 
government waste, national security concerns and vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on government abuse 
and misdeeds.  This week, we looked at asbestos, a material that has been banned as a carcinogen, but it’s still 
present in many buildings. 
 
 
14. Channel 3 News Weather 09/03/18 03:31PM/2 minutes News                  *14 
      Cut-in 
     
*14 Channel 3 began our regular weather cut-ins providing updates of the progress of Tropical Storm Gordon as 
it moved toward our coverage area.  
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15. Channel 3 News Weather 09/03/18 07:01PM/2 minutes News                  *15 
      Cut-in 
     
*15 WEAR continued our regular weather cut-ins on the hour and half-hour for updates on Tropical Storm 
Gordon. These continued throughout Monday night and all day on Tuesday. 
 
16. Channel 3 News Dayside 09/04/18 11:00AM/3.5 minutes News                  *16 
     
*16 Escambia County Emergency Management has tweeted the potential for bridge closures has increased.  "It 
is highly recommended that if bridges are a part of your travel, you make your way to your evening destination 
by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday evening."  The Board of County Commissioner offices will also close at 2:00 p.m. except 
for essential personnel and those with bridge crossings in their commute.  No evacuations have been called for 
and no shelters have been open.  The American Red Cross is on standby if the need for shelters arises. 

Conditions are picking up on Dauphin Island as residents brace for Tropical Storm Gordon. One of the biggest 
concerns is the west end of the island where flooding can occur from the storm surge this system will bring.  
That part of the island is still recovering from Hurricane Nate, which happened less than a year ago.  We spoke 
with Mayor Jeff Collier this morning who says even a minor storm can have a severe impact on Dauphin Island, 
and adds that residents on the west end should move vehicles to higher grounds due to the flooding issues that 
can happen.  Also, water and sewer service may cut off to the west end once conditions start to deteriorate. 

The City of Gulf Breeze has sand bags available at the Gulf Breeze Community Center.  It is located at 800 
Shoreline Drive and bags will be provided on a first come basis.  The limit is ten bags per resident, and sand is 
available self-serve at Shoreline Park South. 

 

17. Channel 3 News First at 4 09/04/18 04:00PM/2 minutes News                  *17 
     

*17 Governor Kay Ivey has issued a state of emergency for Tropical Storm Gordon directing essential state 
agencies to be on the ready should they be needed over the next couple of days.  All coastal Alabama residents 
need to prepare now ahead of tonight’s potential landfall near Alabama.  This State of Emergency will ensure 
that all available state resources are ready when they are needed.  The order does not include mandatory 
evacuation.  The City of Gulf Shores has issued a Local State of Emergency in advance of Tropical Storm 
Gordon.  The declaration follows Gov. Kay Ivey's earlier State of Emergency which included Baldwin County.  
Tropical Storm Gordon is forecast to strengthen to a category one hurricane and make landfall somewhere 
along the Alabama/Mississippi Gulf Coast around 8:00 p.m. or 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening.  A hurricane 
warning will remain in effect for coastal Mobile and Baldwin Counties.  Conditions are expected to deteriorate 
along coastal areas with tropical force wind impacts by midday Tuesday and minimal hurricane force winds are 
possible Tuesday night.  City officials warn residents who live in flood-prone, low-lying areas and those residing 
in mobile homes, campgrounds and RV parks should take all necessary precautions in advance of the storm.  
Double red flags are currently posted on Gulf Shores’ beaches indicating the water is closed to swimming.  All 
City facilities and services will resume operations at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. There are no anticipated 
bridge or road closures at this time.  A limited amount of free sand for sand bags is available at the Gulf Shores 
Sportsplex located at 19025 Oak Road West (County Road 6 West).  Sand bags and shovels are not provided, 
but may be purchased at local hardware and home improvement stores. 
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18. Channel 3 News at 5PM 09/04/18 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News                  *18 
     

*18 Weather conditions are worsening on Pensacola Beach as Tropical Storm Gordon moves north.  Conditions 
are quickly deteriorating on the beach.  Channel 3’s Christina Leavenworth told viewers she’d only been on the 
beach for about 15 minutes before winds became so strong she was unable to keep her hat on.  Limbs and 
other debris can already be spotted across the beach.  No trees have been reported down in the area.  There 
were some beachgoers spotted Tuesday evening leaving the beach as conditions continued to worsen.  We’ll 
have live updates on conditions here in Northwest Florida and on Tropical Storm Gordon. 

Light rains, gusty winds, and chopping waves are impacting the shores in Orange Beach.  Double red flags are 
flying and city officials are warning residents to stay out of the water.  The dangerous surf is churning and the 
weather conditions are picking up.  Residents are encouraged to stay off the roads and bridges. 

 
19. Channel 3 News at 6PM 09/04/18 06:00PM/1-hour News                  *19 
     

*19 WEAR expanded our newscast to a full hour to provide comprehensive coverage of Tropical Storm Gordon. 
 City officials and communities in Bayou La Batre, Alabama are preparing for Tropical Storm Gordon.  The 
weather has been calm throughout most of Tuesday.  Mayor Terry Downey says workers have cleared debris in 
the streets and first responders are on standby.  Boaters at the area marina are preparing for gusty winds and 
heavy rain.  Some boaters even said they plan on hunkering down and staying in their boats during the storm.  
Channel 3 spoke to boaters and city officials who all agree their biggest concern is flooding.  They say with the 
heavy rains they can get a nasty storm surge and they expect the roads to be flooding.  They want to warn 
residents there’s a high possibility of road closures.  weartv.com has updated road/bridge closures in our area. 

 
 
20. Channel 3 News Weather 09/04/18 09:00PM/2 hours News                  *20 
      Special 

*20 WEAR aired full, uninterrupted coverage of Tropical Storm Gordon as it made landfall affecting our 
coverage area.  Tropical Storm Gordon has officially made landfall just west of the Alabama/Mississippi border 
with maximum sustained winds of 70 miles per hour and a minimum central pressure of 997 millibars.  Several 
weather alerts are in effect for the WEAR-TV area as the storm continues to lash the Gulf Coast: 

• Tornado Watch continues until 4:00 AM Wednesday for Baldwin County in Alabama and Escambia in Florida. 

• Flash Flood Warning until 8:15 AM Wednesday for Baldwin County in Alabama and Escambia and Santa Rosa 
Counties in Florida. 

• Flash Flood Warning until 3:00 AM Wednesday for Mobile County in Alabama 

A Tropical Storm Warning continues for Northwest Florida until further notice with a Hurricane Warning for 
Coastal Alabama.  

More than 15,000 Gulf Power customers are without power Tuesday night as Tropical Storm Gordon.  According 
to Gulf Power’s website, they are currently assessing their estimated restoration times. 
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21. Channel 3 News Weather 09/05/18 12:05AM/7 minutes News                  *21 
    Cut-in 
     
*21 WEAR continued our regular weather cut-ins on the hour and half-hour for updates on Tropical Storm 
Gordon. 
 
 
22. Channel 3 News at 5PM 09/05/18 05:00PM/4.5 minutes News                         *22 
 

*22 We reported that the Pensacola Beach Gulf Pier has closed due to damage by Tropical Storm Gordon, 
according to its Facebook page.  The tide is still rough on the beach as of Wednesday.  However, compared to 
Tuesday night, the conditions have changed drastically.  Channel 3’s Christina Leavenworth said there is a little 
rain and wind on Wednesday morning and not nearly as harsh as Tuesday’s weather.  Beach erosion has also 
been seen with sand in the Casino Beach parking lot.  Several restaurants and businesses are back open after 
the storm.  Conditions are expected to calm down within the next few days. 

We also reported that Baldwin EMC says approximately 2,400 members are experiencing power outages due to 
Tropical Storm Gordon.  Crews are currently assessing damage and restoring power and will continue working 
as long as it is safe to do so.  Baldwin EMC said many of the outages are due to trees and tree limbs on power 
lines.   

Channel 3 received several reports of storm damage as people in Northwest Florida and Southeast Alabama 
experienced the outer bands of the storm resulting in some property damage as well as heavy rain, wind, and 
rough surf.  Around 8:45 p.m., a large oak tree fell on a mobile home in the 4000 block of West Bobe Street.  
According to the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office, a child was killed when the tree fell on the home. 

 
23. Channel 3 News at 10PM 09/06/18 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *23 
 

*23 The waters have gone down in some Cantonment neighborhoods where Tropical Storm Gordon caused big 
flooding.  Homeowners in the Bristol Park neighborhood and the Ashbury Hills area have seen repeated 
flooding.  Mark Ard lives on Bristol Park Road. Wednesday his back yard could have been mistaken for a small 
pond after rains from Tropical Storm Gordon flooded it.  "It's scary,” said Ard. “We didn't get much sleep the 
other night."  In 2014, major flooding caused waters to rise to his home’s windows.  Ard said the problem is the 
eleven-mile creek, which runs through the area.  Escambia County Commissioner Steve Barry agrees.  After this 
major flooding in 2014, the county has been working to solve this problem.  They started buying homes and 
bulldozing them, hoping to use the land to widen the creek.  Yet, the county ran out of money before they could 
buy all the homes they wanted to on this stretch of Bristol Park Road.  Ard said if he had the chance, he would 
sell his home to the county now.  “No one wants to buy a home that will flood and you can't blame them,” he 
said.  Commissioner Barry is working to get more money so the county can start clearing the creek by the end of 
the year.  "As quickly as we possibly can, I am going to work to get the funds pulled down from the county's 
restore and get work beginning in that creek bed,” he said.  So far more than a dozen homes have been 
purchased by the county.  Yet, no one is forced to sell.  Commissioner Barry said it’s completely voluntary. 



(page 8) 
 
ISSUE/description:                2. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes,  

floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions. 
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title     Date  Time/Duration   Program type                    Description 
 
24. Channel 3 News Dayside 09/10/18 11:00AM/2.5 minutes News                         *24 
 

*24 Hurricane season is now upon us and will last now through late October.  As Tropical Storm Gordon swept 
through the Northwest Florida area causing power outages to approximately 26,000 Gulf Power customers, says 
a report issued from Gulf Power officials; they believed it was a "perfect opportunity to test a new procedure.  
Gulf Power's says their general warehouse team incorporated an idea learned from 2017 while helping restore 
power following Hurricane Irma.  The Gulf Power team created pre-assembled kits filled with everything the 
crews and support personnel need for repairs, from fuses to breakers, wire and bolts.  Gordon Paulus, Gulf 
Power spokesperson said “Previously, it took a full day to get a storm kit ready,” but “now our warehouse team 
loads these pre-assembled kits on a truck in about half an hour, allowing crews to essentially grab and go when 
they’re called out for storm duty.”  Paulus tells Channel 3 “Having these kits ready to go means our crews are 
able to begin repairs more quickly after damage from a major storm [and] the bottom line is that this helps them 
get our customers’ power restored more quickly.”  During Tropical Storm Gordon, two of the storm kits were 
used in the Pensacola area as crews worked to restore power.  Paulus says they encourage their customers to 
stay prepared and to stay connected on social media for the most up-to-date storm coverage regardless if it’s a 
hurricane, tropical storm or even a severe thunderstorm. 

 
 
25. Channel 3 News at 6PM 09/14/18 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *25 
 

*25 Whether you live near the coast or further inland, insurance experts are recommending homeowners and 
renters to get flood insurance even if their home is already insured.  A new report by the National Flood 
Insurance Program show only nine percent of households in South Carolina and 3 percent in North Carolina 
carried federal flood insurance in 2017.  The president of Zahran Insurance Agency says it completely depends 
on where you live and what the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated as your zone.  It's 
been more than four years since flood waters wrecked homes in the Bristol Park neighborhood in Cantonment.  
Many homeowners lost everything.  Eddie Zahran - president of Zarahn Insurance Agency – says many 
residents don't see flood insurance as necessary.  "The more development we have, and we have a lot of 
development going in Escambia County and Santa Rosa County right now, the more likelihood of your property 
being flooded," said Zarahn.  According to FEMA, only 42 percent of homeowners in Florida have flood 
insurance.  Insurance agencies say even the smallest bit of flooding can cause extensive damage to a home.  

 
 
26. Full Measure with 09/23/18 09:00AM/9 min. Public Affairs                         *26 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
 
*26 This week’s program examined why the federal flood insurance program doesn’t work. 
 
 


