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ISSUE/description:  11. GROWTH MANAGEMENT.  Planning for the needs of the future. 
          Balancing growth versus preservation of lifestyle and environment.  
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/06/15 10:07PM/2.5 minutes News                   * 
 

* People living in Pensacola and Escambia County had a chance to voice their thoughts on improving the 

area’s drainage Tuesday night.  The Storm Water Advisory Team, or SWAT, took public comment.  The 

seven person committee’s job is to prioritize future water improvement projects and areas to improve. 

There were more than 50 people at the meeting.  Carol Wilson, whose home was damaged during the 

April flood, came to the meeting hoping to urge decision makers to act faster.  “Instead of engaging more 

studies and spending money on more consultants…just get on with the projects,” Wilson said.  There 

were two studies presented at Tuesday night's meeting. One that covered the areas of the county that 

need work, and another that looked within the Pensacola city limits.  SWAT Chairwoman Mary Gutierrez 

says, by their February 3rd meeting, they hope to have a better idea on what projects they’ll recommend 

to city and county leaders.  But she warns, getting the city and county's drainage systems where it needs 

to be, will take time and funding.  Downtown Resident Beverly Perry, who was at the meeting, says she 

was more concerned than impatient.  She was worried not enough can be done before the next major 

storm. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News - Dayside 02/04/15 11:02AM/3 minutes News                 ** 
 
** Some relief could be on the way for commuters on congested "PJ Adams Parkway" in Crestview.  It's 
only two lanes and often gets backed up.  Yesterday, commissioners approved a plan to help pay for 
widening the road.  They're creating a "Tax Incentive Financing District" allowing them to set aside some 
property tax revenue for the project.  Nathan Boyles, Chair, Okaloosa County Commission: "It'll help get 
tourists to and from their destination in the south end of the county. It'll help hurricane evacuees if and 
when that time comes again. And it'll help the day to day work travelers."  Boyles says, if tourists can't get 
where they're going "quickly and effectively", they'll find another way to go.   And that could hurt both 
businesses and county revenue.  Commissioners have approved a plan to help fund the expansion of the 
roadway, and accelerate the process.  Boyles says the goal is to take as little land as possible from 
homes and businesses that are already established.  But, he says, a major portion of the county's income 
will be negatively impacted if the road isn't expanded.   

 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/13/15 10:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
 
*** We interviewed Fort Walton Beach city officials and several local businesses about plans to add a 
new parking lot along Miracle Strip Parkway.  Parking is integral to the success of businesses there.  City 
officials say if the new lot enhances downtown, they'll look into adding another on the west end of Brooks 
Street.  
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4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/02/15 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News              **** 
 
**** By all parties involved, Pensacon was called an incredible success.  Pensacon brought in over 
22,000 guests, and it could've been more.  But the Bay Center simply couldn't fit them all.  And that's got 
some people asking 'what's next' for the 30 year old facility.  Michael Capps, director of event services at 
the Bay Center, said "it's gone from a local to a regional to a national event."  Pensacon's chairman, Mike 
Ensley, said "Saturday, we ended up turning away about 2,000 people and telling them to come back the 
next day.  And thankfully a lot of them did."  But that, according to Ensley, is the problem.  Pensacon has 
outgrown the Bay Center, and he says the city is missing out on other large events that could also bring 
thousands to the city.  Years ago, the center began looking into possible upgrades to the seating, 
concessions stands, bathrooms and more.  But at that point, county commissioners couldn't agree on 
action, and none was taken.  Ensley said unless the Bay Center is improved and made more convention 
friendly, the city is losing opportunities and money. Capps said Ensley is right. "We do have calls where 
we have a vendor show that wants to come in and they want to do 200 booths.  We just can't do that 
much.  That's why you need a convention center," said Capps.  Capps said that as of now Pensacon is 
the only event that pushes the Bay Center's limits.  But he says that Bay Center staff and city and county 
officials have been discussing upgrades in the future.  "You need an arena, and an arena with 
appropriate space to draw for this market.  But you need also need a convention space as well.  So to 
find that balance, to put both of those together, that's what we're looking for.  If any changes were to 
made they'd have to be approved at the city, county, and state levels.  

 
 


