
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2005   

 
ISSUE/description:                3. HURRICANE KATRINA.  This hurricane made landfall in Southern Mississippi 

on August 29, 2005.  The destruction caused by the storm made it the costliest 
natural disaster in United States history. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                   Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News Special  08/26/05 02:02PM/22 minutes News                                       * 
    Report – Hurricane Katrina 
 
* With Katrina now in the Gulf and the forecasted landfall in our area, Emergency Management officials in 
Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties have declared a state of emergency.  We gave the initial 
information about evacuations and shelters, and the citizens’ information phone numbers. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/26/05 06:00PM/10 minutes News                                       **   
 
** We updated viewers on the location, strength and forecast path for Katrina; evacuations and evacuation 
routes; shelters; plans for road and bridge closings, including the I-10 bridge over Pensacola Bay which is still 
being repaired from the Hurricane Ivan damage last year; preparations at local military bases; gasoline 
availability; and school and business closings.  We also presented a special report on permanent hurricane 
preparations by many citizens, including equipping their homes with permanent shutters and automatic 
generators. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News - eXtra  08/26/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                                     *** 
 
*** Tonight, we gave expanded coverage of Hurricane Katrina, with the latest on shelters, evacuations, 
evacuation routes, traffic, and other information to help prepare for the storm.  We took e-mail questions and 
discussed the storm on-the-air with viewers who phoned in. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News Special  08/28/05 06:00PM/7 minutes News                                      **** 
    Report – Hurricane Katrina  then every half-hour for approximately 5 to 20 minutes each 
  Until 4:30AM Monday morning, 08/29/05. 
 
**** Once a Hurricane Watch was issued for our viewing area, we began airing updates every half-hour on the 
status of the storm and storm preparations.  These reports included storm location, strength and projected path; 
evacuation orders and evacuation routes; reports on gasoline availability and traffic situations; shelter locations; 
and last-minute preparation tips. 
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5.  Channel 3 News Special 08/29/05 04:30AM/13 hours News                                     ***** 
     Report – Hurricane Dennis 
 
***** When the National Weather Service issued their first official “hurricane warning” for our area (Alabama and 
Mississippi coastline) for Hurricane Katrina, WEAR began our continuous coverage of the storm, with no 
commercial breaks or other interruptions.  We gave constant reports on the location, strength and direction of 
the storm; information on evacuations and shelters in each of our coastal counties in our viewing area; briefings 
from the Emergency Operations Centers in each county; live reports from Pensacola Beach, Perdido Key, and 
Gulf Shores showing the increasing waves and rising water levels, and a live news conference from Brewton, 
AL, with Alabama Governor Riley ordering mandatory evacuation of Mobile and Baldwin counties; and last-
minute preparation and evacuation information.  As the storm made a direct landfall on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, with record-breaking storm surge in Mobile, we aired reports of storm damage from both official sources 
and from phone calls from area viewers.  Our coverage was simulcast on a network of area radio stations to 
provide this emergency information to citizens who had lost electrical power and television service and were 
relying on battery-powered radios for information.  After the eyewall had passed inland, we offered viewers a 
first look at the damage left by the storm. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/30/05   06:00PM/10 minutes News                              ****** 
                 
****** Following Hurricane Katrina, the recovery effort dominated all our News coverage.  Tonight’s 6PM 
newscast was a typical example, with several individual stories related to the hurricane.  First, we reported on 
the situation in New Orleans, after two levees suffered major breaks and the city flooded. 
We then reported on the devastation to both coastal and inland Mississippi, including the major road closings 
due to storm damage. 
We reported on Alabama Governor Riley’s survey of damage to Dauphin Island, Bayou La Batre and Mobile.   
We gave updates on the damage in the Florida counties of our coverage area, plus school openings, shelter 
situations, road and bridge reopenings, and electrical power restoration. 
We then reported on the 250 evacuees from Louisiana and Mississippi that are staying at the Pensacola Civic 
Center’s emergency shelter … they have no way of getting home, and nothing to return to. 
We reported on emergency personnel heading to the Louisiana and Mississippi areas, including EPA crews 
concerned about oil and chemical spills; the Red Cross’s largest single mobilization ever for any single natural 
disaster; the Agriculture Department providing meals and other commodities; the Defense Department sending 
emergency coordinators to the 4 states affected to provide communications equipment, search and rescue 
operations, medical teams and other emergency assistance; the Health & Human Services Department sending 
doctors and nurses and medical supplies; and National Guard personnel to assist with security and rescue. 
Next, we reported that Katrina will have a major impact on the local area and the nation’s fuel supplies.  The 
storm disrupted oil drilling in the Gulf and refining operations in Louisiana, shutting down about 25% of the 
nation’s refining capacity. 
We reported on all the roads that were closed in the 4-state area, and gave viewers phone number and website 
information to contact for detailed road situations in their area or the area they evacuated from. 
And we reported that Pensacola’s Wastewater Treatment Plant, heavily damaged by Hurricanes Ivan and 
Dennis, was now back in operation after having lost power during Katrina and spilling excess sewage into city 
streets.   
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7. Channel 3 News - eXtra  08/30/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                                 ******* 
 
******* American Red Cross President Marty Evans said the response to Hurricane Katrina is the largest 
mobilization of resources in the organization’s history.  They have sheltered thousands of people from the 
Florida Panhandle to Texas.  They’re prepared to provide half a million hot meals each day; offer mental health 
counseling; provide cleanup kits and other supplies.  And they’re asking for financial donations and volunteers to 
help make this happen.  On tonight’s program, we were joined by the CEO of the local chapter of the Red Cross 
to find out what is needed and how viewers can help.  We also reported on the latest efforts to help the victims 
of Katrina.  Viewers e-mailed questions and comments and phoned-in to discuss the Red Cross’s efforts. 
 
 
8.  An ABC News Special: 08/31/05   09:00PM/1 hour News/Public Affairs                      ******** 
      “In the Path of Katrina” 
           
******** New Orleans, built in a bowl and surrounded on three sides by water, has become the symbol of just 
how cruel a hurricane can be.  A major American city disappearing is both unfathomable and heartbreaking, 
especially one with such a rich history.  ABC News explored the devastating human and economic toll of 
Hurricane Katrina.   
 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 08/31/05   10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                        ********* 
                 
********* Efforts to help the people in the areas hardest hit by Katrina are growing fast in Northwest Florida.  
People are opening their homes to evacuees, donating cash to an increasing number of relief funds, and 
volunteering their time and talents.  Tonight, we reviewed the various efforts, and provided viewers with options 
on how they could help. 
 
 
10. This Week with  09/04/05 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                           ********** 
 
**********  This week’s topic was Hurricane Katrina recovery, discussed with Senator Mary Landrieu of 
Louisiana and Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News - eXtra  09/06/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                          *********** 
 
*********** Tonight, we discussed the emergency response to Hurricane Katrina.  The federal government is 
launching two investigations into why the response was inadequate.  One Senator said it’s clear the government 
failed “at all levels”.  Our topic of discussion was “Who’s responsible for the flawed response to Hurricane 
Katrina”.  Viewers were invited to e-mail their comments, and to call in and discuss the issue on-the-air. 
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12. Channel 3 News - eXtra  09/07/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                       ************ 
 
************ Tonight we discussed whether residents should be forced to evacuate their homes before or after a 
hurricane, as a matter of public safety, using the current situation in New Orleans as an example. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News - eXtra  09/08/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                   ************* 
                 
************* Tonight’s topic for discussion was whether Congress should create and independent commission to 
investigate the Katrina disaster. 
 
 
14. President Bush Address  09/15/05 08:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                 ************** 
      to the Nation from New Orleans 
           
************** The President presented his plan for recovery from Hurricane Katrina.  His address was followed 
by analysis from ABC News. 
 
 
15. Channel 3 News - eXtra  09/15/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                *************** 
                 
*************** Tonight President Bush addressed the nation from New Orleans to discuss legislation to get 
victims housing, job training and education, and give tax credits for businesses that stay in the area devastated 
by Katrina.  This comes at a time when Bush’s approval rating is at an all-time low.  Tonight’s question for 
discussion was “Do you approve or disapprove of the President’s handling of the Katrina disaster?” 
 
 
16. ABC News Nightline  09/15/05 11:04PM/30 minutes Public Affairs               **************** 
                 
**************** Tonight’s topic was the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
 
17. ABC News Nightline  09/23/05 11:34PM/50 minutes Public Affairs             ***************** 
                 
***************** Tonight’s topic was the aftershock from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and the consequences 
facing the nation following these two devastating storms. 
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