
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2015   
 
ISSUE/description:    7. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. ABC News Special Report 07/16/15 02:08PM/3 minutes News                   * 
 
* We aired a special report on the shootings at military recruiting centers in Chattanooga, TN. 
 
 
2. ABC News Special Report 07/16/15 04:30PM/4 minutes News                 ** 
 
** We aired a special report with President Obama’s remarks on the shootings at military recruiting 
centers in Chattanooga, TN. 
 
 
3. This Week with 07/19/15 08:00AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                *** 
    George Stephanopoulos 
 
*** Rep. Michael McCaul (R-TX), chair of the House Homeland Security Committee, discussed the 
shootings at military recruiting centers in Chattanooga, TN, and new efforts to insure the safety of 
military recruiters. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 6PM  08/18/15 05:00PM/3 minutes News              **** 
     
**** Prevention is what Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan said is key to stopping violent crimes. 
Statistics from the sheriff's office shows nearly 90% of all murder suspects are repeat offenders.  
Amber Southard interviewed Sheriff Morgan, who said many times people who commit low level 
crimes go on to commit higher level crimes like murder.  Just this week two different homicide cases 
led to arrests, and both suspects have existing rap sheets.  The Escambia County Sheriff's Office is 
in the 80th percentile in the nation for solving homicides.  Morgan said he would like to start a 
discussion on how to stop lower level criminals from becoming higher level. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM  08/18/15 06:00PM/1.5 minutes News             ***** 
     
***** Kathryn Daniel reported on two new K-9 officers that are almost ready for duty at the Pensacola 
Police Department.  She interviewed Senior Officer Harry Barraclough, an award-winning K-9 training 
officer, who discussed the types of dogs used and their training for patrol work, criminal 
apprehension and scent tracking. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 6PM  09/15/15 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News            ****** 
     
****** Amber Southard reported that Police in Pensacola have arrested 37 Juveniles this month, most 
connected to a rash of vehicle burglaries throughout the city.  Law enforcement calls it car hopping. 
It's when people go from car to car looking for unlocked doors.  Assistant Chief Tommi Lyter said 
"This is 2015 and the reality of it is if you leave your door unlocked there is a good chance you're 
going to get victimized."  If you have any information or see anything unusual in your neighborhood 
you're asked to call your local law enforcement or Crime Stoppers at 433-STOP. 
 
 
7.  Facing Florida 09/20/15 02:06AM/20 minutes Public Affairs          ******* 
 
******* This week there’s a new report alleging there’s a backlog in the state’s crime lab, because the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement doesn’t have the resources it needs.  Alachua County 
Sheriff Sadie Darnell, President of the Florida Sheriff’s Association discussed the backlog and the 
challenges of being a cop in today’s environment.  
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM  09/21/15 06:00PM/2 minutes News         ******** 
     
******** Amber Southard reported that a female student at UWF was attacked on campus with a knife 
Monday morning. University of West Florida Police Chief John Warren said the female student had 
just left the campus library and was walking to her dorm room when a black male walked up to her 
and started small talk.  Then he grabbed her and a struggle ensued when he produced a knife.  The 
female student fought back, receiving cuts from the knife.  Other students noticed the commotion and 
used one of the campuses "Blue Light System" emergency call boxes to get help.  "You may open 
the door and call a dispatcher; or if somebody is following you and you don't want to stop you can just 
hit it and keep going.  It has a tamper alert and it will send us a signal and we'll send an officer," said 
Warren.  There are around 55 of the systems found on campus.  Authorities say students can also 
use the emergency boxes to ask for safety escorts.   
 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 5PM  09/24/15 05:00PM/2 minutes News       ********* 
     
********* Amber Southard reported that the Escambia County Sheriff's Office is finding different and 
unique ways to fight crime.  They are rolling out their new electronic kiosk into local businesses.  It 
shows mug shots of Escambia County's most wanted, surveillance videos of crime, public service 
announcements, and warnings like scam alerts.  It can be updated instantly.  The electronic kiosk is 
an extension of their crime prevention program.  The sheriff's office already uses billboards, TV 
spots, and ads before you see a movie in any Escambia County theater.   "We have to continually 
change the approach of getting a message out in different venues," said Morgan.  He says those 
techniques are working.  Calls to Crime Stoppers are up 60%.  "So we're getting a great return on 
this investment," said Morgan.  He hopes to expand the program, adding kiosks throughout the 
county.  
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10. Channel 3 News at 10PM  09/24/15 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *10 
     
*10 Rob Brown reported from Crestview about a police officer who resigned Thursday following 
allegations he sexually assaulted a woman.  The investigation into Lt. Don Fountain was spurred by a 
report from a woman to the Mayor's and Police Chief's offices.  She said Lt. Fountain forced himself 
on her sexually, during a date, after she made it clear his advances were not welcomed.  Then, more 
women came forward.  Chief of Police Tony Taylor said, "Through the investigation, talking to one 
witness led to another witness to another witness.  We wound up interviewing a total of four women 
who had varying degrees of inappropriate encounters."  Chief Taylor says he understands the 
women felt afraid of public backlash for coming forward, but that he hopes women understand his 
department will respect them.  The Department handed the case to state investigators to look into 
Fountain's law enforcement credentials.  Taylor says Fountain passed background examinations, and 
is an example of someone slipping through a proven system.  He says he hopes the Department's 
response shows Crestview they can be trusted.  Since he accepted the position of Chief of Police of 
Crestview, Tony Taylor says his number one objective has been to regain the trust of the community, 
lost after a number of scandals under the previous administration.  
 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 6PM  09/25/15 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *11 
     
*11 Amber Southard reported that most of us remember the struggle of college, trying to make it on 
our own for the first time with limited funds.  But, scammers don't care how much money you have, 
they are looking for easy victims.  Tammy Ward with the Better Business Bureau of Northwest Florida 
says scams targeted at college students are everywhere, but most of the time they go after credit 
card information.  Other ways scammers strike is through housing, especially if you plan to live off 
campus. "They should really make sure that the place that they are looking at is real. They should go 
by, they should check and make sure the person that is trying to rent to them actually owns that 
business," said Ward. Scammers even strike when you are looking to purchase text books. Experts 
say if you shop online use security safe sites like Amazon.  If someone calls you claiming to 
represent your school and needs personal information, experts say, don't do it.  If you are not sure 
call your school instead and speak to someone to verify the phone call.  Officials say if it sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is and you should always do your research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


