
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: September 30, 2012 
 
Issue/description: 5. THE ECONOMY.  The recent banking, investment and housing 

foreclosure crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 
Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on 
our local economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/02/12 06:02PM/2 minutes News                    * 
 
* Reporter Laura Hussey spoke with Santa Rosa County Commissioner Jim Melvin who gave details of 
the Holiday Inn Hotel returning to Navarre Beach, and how that could be the biggest single boom for the 
County and the Navarre area, and the linchpin in a new level of success in the local economy. 
 
 
2. ABC News Nightline 07/04/12 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs          ** 
 
** One of tonight’s topics was “Helping to Avoid Foreclosure”. 
 
 
3. This Week 07/08/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                   * ** 
 
*** Our topic for the week was unemployment.  Discussing this issue were Governor Martin O’Malley (D-
MD), Chair of the Democratic Governors Association; E. J. Dionne, columnist for The Washington Post 
and author of “Our Divided Political heart: The Battle for the American Idea in an Age of Discontent”; 
Governor Bobby Jindal (R-LA); Gwen Ifill, Senior Correspondent, “PBS NewsHour” and moderator and 
managing editor, PBS’ “Washington Week”; Steven Rattner, former counselor to the Treasury Secretary 
and former Obama Administration Lead Auto Adviser; and Mort Zuckerman, Editor in Chief of “U.S. News 
& World Report”. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News First at Four 07/20/12 04:21PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs        **** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was Branding: “Do you think Pensacola’s rebranding will bring new jobs to the 
city?”   Pensacola Mayor Ashton Hayward unveiled a new “Brand” for the city this week.  City signs, 
vehicles, stationery, water towers and website will all soon feature a new logo, with the city’s new slogan: 
“The Upside of Florida”.  A new sculpture will soon greet visitors on Bayfront Parkway, and even “Energy 
Services of Pensacola” has been rebranded to “Pensacola Energy”.  The mayor says the goal is to attract 
business and people, and create jobs.  We reported comments from our website, plus on-the-street 
interviews.  Most respondents felt the better way to attract businesses and jobs would be fair land prices 
and tax incentives. 
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5. Channel 3 News First at Four 07/27/12 04:20PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs         ***** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** Today’s issue was “Trade with Cuba: Do you believe it’s time for the U.S. to normalize trade relations 
with Cuba?”   Washington and Havana have not had diplomatic relations for five decades, and the 50-
year-old U.S. embargo outlaws nearly all trade and travel to the island.  On Thursday, the Assistant 
Secretary for Public Affairs at the U.S. State Department said that before there can be meaningful 
engagement, Cuba must institute democratic reforms and improve human rights.  In recent years, a 
growing number of American critics of the trade sanctions have charged that Washington is guilty of 
hypocrisy when it embraces trade with China but blocks trade with Cuba.  Many have called the embargo 
pointless at a time when Europeans and others are investing in Cuba.  But President Obama recently 
seemed to rule out the further easing of trade restrictions if he wins a second term, unless the island 
embraces democratic reforms. 
 
 
6. This Week 08/05/12 8:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs             ****** 
 
****** This week we discussed the state of the Economy.  Guests were Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
(D-FL), Democratic National Committee Chair; Reince Priebus, Republican National Committee Chair; 
Ann Coulter, conservative commentator; Van Jones, former Obama White House Environmental Advisor; 
and Steven Rattner, former counselor to the Treasury Secretary and former Obama Administration lead 
auto advisor. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News First at Four  08/17/12 04:22PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs   ******* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was the “Sunday alcohol sales: Should the city of Pensacola ease the restrictions on 
Sunday alcohol sales?”   Some local business owners are asking the city council to change the local liquor 
laws, saying the ban on Sunday alcohol sales is costing them money.  Alcohol sales are not allowed in the 
city before 11AM on Sundays, or in the county before 10AM, but an exception allows alcohol sales on 
Santa Rosa Island and Perdido Key where sales are allowed at 7AM to accommodate the tourist crowds 
on the beaches.  Pensacola restaurant owners say the city’s rules hurt their bottom line and cost the city 
tax revenues, and they want rules similar to the ones on the beaches.  The issue is on the agenda for the 
next full city council meeting on Monday. 
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8.  This Week 09/02/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs          ******** 
      
******** Today’s topic was the state of the Economy.  Guests were Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner, 
former Obama Domestic Policy Adviser Melody Barns, Editorial Page Editor for the Wall Street Journal 
Paul Gigot, Editor and Publisher of The Nation Katrina vanden Heuvel, and Advisor to the Romney 
Campaign Kevin Madden.   
 
 
9. Channel 3 News First at Four 09/25/12 04:21PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs ********* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today’s issue was Consumer Confidence: Are you better off than you were a year ago?”  
University of Florida researchers say the state’s consumer confidence is at a 5-year high, and that the 
November election is a likely factor because President Obama’s supporters are more optimistic than 
those backing challenger Mitt Romney.  The results mirrored a national survey that showed consumer 
confidence jumped to its highest level in 7 months.  Americans were more optimistic about the job 
market and income prospects; housing prices have been gradually rising; and the stock market hs 
held the gains made in the last two years.    
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