
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location: Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2012    
 
Issue/description:   5. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 01/18/12 04:07PM/3 minutes News                   * 

 
* As part of our continuing coverage of the effects of the BP Oil Spill of 2010, we reported on the 
upcoming meeting this evening at the Gulf Breeze Community Life Center where a group of scientists 
led by Dr. Dale Sandler will be recruiting 55,000 volunteers for a long-term follow up study focusing 
on both mental and physical health.  They are seeking adults who worked on the Oil Spill Cleanup, 
plus those indirectly affected, such as restaurant employees, police who patrolled the beaches, and 
others.  Dr. Sandler explained the details of this study to our viewers. 
  
2.  Facing Florida 01/29/12 02:07AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                          ** 
 

** Dr. David Morgan of the Bird Institute at the University of South Florida discussed why he thinks 
the deadly Alzheimer’s disease can be prevented by 2020, or maybe even sooner.  
 
3. Channel 3 News-Dayside 01/30/12 11:03AM/2 minutes News                *** 
 
*** The polls open for Florida’s primary election tomorrow morning at 7AM, and the candidates are 
making a final push to get votes in the state.  Newt Gingrich tried to rally support in Pensacola today, 
telling supporters he wants to repeal Health Care Reform within hours of his inauguration. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/06/12 04:20PM/3 minutes News              **** 

 
**** As a follow-up to our “Your 3 Cents” question, in which we asked viewers if they believe 
employers’ healthcare plans should be required to include contraception services, we aired 
responses from several viewers, plus several on-the-street interviews.  All of the respondents favored 
requiring the services. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/11/12 06:03PM/3 minutes News             ***** 
 
***** We reported on the Obama administration’s response to criticism from the Catholic Health 
Association and others about the new rule requiring all employers to provide contraception services 
for their female employees.  The administration announced a workaround whereby employers would 
not be required to pay for or provide such services, but women who work at religious institutions 
would have access to these free services just like other women.  The services would be obtained 
directly from the employee’s health insurance companies.  This will accomplish the goal of protecting 
religious liberty while not discriminating against any women.  Many angry Catholics still disagree. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 5PM 03/01/12 05:01PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
 
****** We reported on the local School Nurse Program by profiling the program at Sherwood 
Elementary school.  School Nurses and Support Health Technicians are employed by the county 
Health Department, which expects to be hit with $3.2 million in budget cuts this year.  This would 
result in a significant number of job cuts, starting with the School Nurse Program, leaving teachers 
responsible for treating students’ health problems.  Tomorrow at 11AM, the Escambia County School 
District and Health Department will hold a press conference to reveal their preliminary plan for 
handling the shortfall. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/05/12 04:31PM/2 minutes News          ******* 

 
******* We reported on the Baptist Health Care press conference today announcing the completion of 
their 35-million dollar expansion and renovation project.  The newest building at the hospital’s 
Pensacola campus provides 42 private rooms for care before and after medical procedures.  The 
“Building a Better Baptist” project began two years ago, and work still continues in some areas of the 
campus. 
 
 
8.  Facing Florida 03/11/12 02:07AM /10 minutes Public Affairs                 ******** 
 

******** Former Florida Department of Children and Families Secretary George Sheldon discussed 
his position in the Obama administration, and how it differs from the state position.  He discussed the 
Affordable Health Care Act’s benefits for new and struggling families, and why Florida’s rejection of 
federal funds could hurt healthcare in the state. 
 
 
9. 3 in the Morning 03/12/12 06:03AM/2 minutes News       ********* 
 
********* We gave details about the RSVP Senior Expo/Health Fair that will be held this Thursday at 
the Milton Community Center.  This will be the 14

th
 year for the event, which provides an opportunity 

for those 55+ to learn more about the health resources available in Santa Rosa County, and take 
advantage of the free health screenings.   
 
 
10.  Facing Florida 03/25/11 02:06AM /10 minutes Public Affairs               ********** 
 
********** Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi discussed the United States Supreme Court’s historic 
multi-day hearings on the lawsuit brought by Florida and 25 other states disputing the constitutionality 
of the Affordable Care Act.  She thoroughly explained what will happen on each day of the 
arguments, and why she has confidence in Florida’s case. 
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11. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/26/12 06:01PM/2 minutes News               *11 
 
*11 We reported on today’s first of three day oral arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court on 
President Obama’s controversial Health Care Reform Law.  Today’s arguments were very technical, 
about whether the failure to purchase health insurance triggers a tax or a penalty.  Twenty six states, 
led by Florida, have filed suit against the law and now the high court will have the final resolution. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/27/12 06:01PM/2 minutes News               *12 
 
*12 We reported on today’s second of three day oral arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court on 
President Obama’s controversial Health Care Reform Law.  Three conservative Justices could be the 
key to how the Court rules on the plan, and today they expressed deep skepticism about the 
insurance mandate.  Attorneys for 26 states argued that congress cannot force an individual to buy 
something. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/29/12 06:04PM/2 minutes News               *13 
 
*13 The Supreme Court hearing on the Health Care Reform Law has concluded, and a ruling is 
expected in June.  Today Governor Rick Scott spoke out against the law, saying it will hurt Florida 
businesses.  Supporters argued that the mandate will lower health care costs, in turn lowering 
business costs. 


