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ISSUE/description:    5. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 
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     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News at 6PM  01/02/14 06:00PM/3 minutes News                   * 
     “Waste Watch”  
 
* A proposed fish hatchery on Pensacola Bay is close to getting BP funding, but some are asking if it 
will even be effective.  The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Wildlife 
Foundation of Florida want to develop the $19 million hatchery.  Mayor Ashton Hayward began lease 
negotiations with them in June of 2011.  And this past May, the project made the draft plan for phase 
three oil spill restoration.  City Councilwoman Sherri Myers says much more needs to be known 
before the deal to build the hatchery is finalized.  The plan is to build the hatchery on Bruce Beach 
just west of Community Maritime Park.  One of the main functions of the facility will be to breed and 
release fish into the water, but some environmentalists say that's basically pointless.  Christian 
Wagley, an environmental consultant and fisherman who advises a number of organizations, 
including Escambia County, says he and other environmentalists are not sold on the benefits of the 
proposed hatchery.  Wagley says the money allocated for the hatchery would be better spent on 
restoring our local habitat, particularly in planting sea grass, without which you can never have 
healthy habitats and healthy fisheries.  State authorities say habitat restoration will be one of the 
main functions of the hatchery, though Wagley doubts their plan will be effective.  City Councilwoman 
Sherri Myers says the lease deal with the state has not yet been finalized, and that much more needs 
to be known before the city moves forward. Myers wants the city's Environmental Advisory Board to 
take a closer look at all the issues associated with the hatchery. She's expected to make that request 
at a council meeting next week.  
 
 
2.  ABC News Nightline 01/08/14 12:03AM/30 minutes News/Public Affairs                ** 
 
** Tonight’s program examined the radioactive leaks from the Fukushima reactors in Japan, and how 
this radioactivity would travel to and affect the U.S.  
 
 
3.  Facing Florida 01/12/14 02:06AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                        *** 
 
*** This week we profiled the Lovel brothers.  The two are pioneering a method of “growing” oysters 
that could possibly save the oyster industry in Florida, which has been decimated by the lack of fresh 
water flowing into Apalachicola Bay.  
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4.  ABC News Nightline 01/28/14 12:20AM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs             **** 
 
**** With all the severe winter weather in the U.S. and across the world this year, some people have 
openly wondered if we’re heading into another Ice Age.  Nightline interviewed weather experts about 
the possibility, and learned that global warming can also cause severe winter conditions. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/03/14 10:03AM/2 minutes News             ***** 
 
***** The frigid weather last week caused many road closures due to accidents.  But one of the worst 
accidents in our area involved 17 vehicles on the Blackwater River Bridge on Interstate 10 caused by 
ice on the bridge.  Two people were killed and several others injured.   Many of the vehicles involved 
were trucks hauling loads of different items, and some of those items ended up in the river and 
floated ashore in the Plantation Cove subdivision.  Kenneth Maybie has lived near the bridge for 10 
years and says garbage from time to time floats up behind his home, but he's never seen a 55-gallon 
barrel.  He says he called many different agencies asking for them to remove the items.  Florida Fish 
and Wildlife said it was an DEP issue.   A DEP spokesperson told us they were taking care of the 
situation by contracting a company to clean up the mess, and that it was vinegar inside the drum and 
not harmful.  If you find any kind of debris believed to be from this accident you can call the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection’s non-emergency State Watch Office at 1-800-320-0519. 
 
 
6.  This Week 02/16/14 08:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs            ****** 
 
****** Today’s topic was the extreme weather: its costs and consequences.  Guests were Gov. Pat 
McCrory (R-NC); Dr. Heidi Cullen, Chief Climatologist, Climate Central; and Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, member of the Task Force on Climate Preparedness and Resilience.  
 
 
7.  3 in the Morning 03/05/14 06:36AM/2 minutes News          ******* 
 
******* Construction is underway on a new snorkeling reef in Perdido Key near the public access area 
off Sandy Key Drive.  Thirty-three concrete modules that are attached to fiberglass pilings and are 
jetted into the seabed will be the next big tourist spot here in Perdido Key -- at least that is the hope.  
"Our artificial reef program in Escambia County provides us an annual benefit of over 90 million a 
year in tourism, recreational fishing and diving," said Robert Turpin.  But there are some in the 
community who question where the reef was placed -- on Sandy Key Drive, at beach public access 
number 1.  Turpin says it's unfortunate that there aren't more public beach accesses, parking and 
bathroom areas -- but says that's something that is being looked into.  Twenty-four of the 33 modules 
have been installed and the final nine will be put in when a window of good weather becomes 
available. 
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8.  Channel 3 News Dayside 03/06/14 11:02AM/2 minutes News         ******** 
 
******** The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is awarding more than 2 million dollars to build a 
stormwater pond in downtown Pensacola.  The project is expected to improve our local water quality 
by removing thousands of gallons of untreated run off water from entering into our bays.  Christian 
Wagley, a local environmentalist, said run-off can actually kill sea grass beds and oysters, the things 
that we are trying to bring back.  The Government Street Regional Stormwater pond is expected to 
do a lot to help clean up the western part of downtown Pensacola.  Wagley says he expects the pond 
will become an attractive amenity that will draw people to that part of downtown.  Environmentalists 
say this part of town has several environmental issues and the start of this project will hopefully bring 
on other projects.  
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News Dayside 03/11/14 11:01AM/2 minutes News                     ********* 
 
********* The City of Gulf Breeze is planning to build a new elevated tank for reclaimed water. It will 
cost the city more than $600,000, but half of that will be paid with a grant from the Northwest Florida 
Water Management District.  The design of the water tower and its location will be discussed and 
determined over the next few months.  The elevated tank will be used to store reclaimed water from 
the waste water treatment plant.  That water could then be distributed to houses, businesses and 
other institutions that want to use the water for sprinkler systems.  Buz Eddy, City Manager, said "It 
would help us maintain pressure on the reclaim system. We have an awful lot of users that use our 
water instead of water out of the ground and sprinkling and irrigation.  Whenever a customer wants to 
turn on their sprinkler, 300,000 gallons would be up in the tower and waiting.  Maintaining the 
pressure on an irrigation system with just pumps is very costly."   
 
 


