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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2015  
 
ISSUE/description:               13. APRIL FLOOD.  On April 29

th
 and 30

th
 of 2014, a record 25 inches of rain    

                                                  fell in the Pensacola area within a 24-hour period, causing a flood disaster    
                                                  that would affect our area for months to come. 
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 New at 6PM 04/10/15 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                             * 
 
* Amber Southard reported from Project Greenshores.  The flood of 2014 was almost a year ago, but its effects 
are still being felt. Some people and businesses are still rebuilding. The flood damaged more than 4,000 homes 
in Northwest Florida. Today, people from the Nature Conservancy Group, Escambia County, and Texas A & M 
came and looked at flood prone areas and talked about what flood mitigation techniques might work in 
Escambia County.  Project Greenshores started in 2003 and experts say it does work thanks to the vegetation 
and oyster reefs.  Back in 2004 our area was devastated by Hurricane Ivan, but the area near the Three Mile 
Bridge where the project began did not flood.  "Escambia County is definitely a hot spot for flooding damages 
both in Florida and across the nation," said Dr. Christine Shepard, Science Director Nature Conservancy Gulf of 
Mexico.  The plan is to expand Project Greenshores to the marina behind the Fish House restaurant. The 
expansion has already been approved. It will cost nearly $10 million.  Money the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration received from BP will be used to fund the expansion.  The project would add salt 
marshes, oyster reefs, and sea grass to the area.  "Salt marshes store water and they also reduce coastal 
impacts of wave energy” said Dr. Shepard.  The expansion project is still in the beginning phases, but experts 
say we can expect seeing construction somewhere in the next few years. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 New at 10PM 04/28/15 10:00PM/4 minutes News                            ** 

 
** Sue Straughn reported on the work of BRACE and their partners, leading the volunteer effort to help 
uninsured and under-insured families to recover from the devastation of last year’s flood.  "They have no place 
to go; no other way to go. They had no insurance. They may have a minimum wage job which is just enough to 
sustain them. But, they don't have the money to be able to fix up. What do they do?" said Larry Draeger, 
BRACE construction coordinator.  The BRACE organization is a non-profit agency coordinating the recovery 
effort in Escambia County.  That's 500 partners representing more than 80 organizations.  "Operation Blessing, 
the Florida Baptist, Southern Baptist and World Renew were involved in the muck out, tear out of 572 homes.  
Over 37-thousand hours of volunteer service," said Greg Strader, BRACE executive director.  BRACE, 
leveraging the resources of those partners, has secured the materials for the repairs.  And then there's the 
army, the very big army of volunteers.  Strader said, "World Renew has been back helping us with recovery.  
Mennonite disaster services, the United Church of Christ..."  The list goes on and includes VISTA and 
AmeriCorps teams.  These volunteers bring a wide breath of experience, energy and simply, compassion.  So 
far, the BRACE partnership has reconstructed or repaired 28 homes.  22 are currently being repaired.  Dozens 
more are in the pipeline.  There's the concern for others who are still living in unsafe conditions; maybe not 
knowing where to turn for help.  "Our best guess is that there may be a hundred families still out there waiting for 
assistance to support them in their recovery," said Strader. 
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ISSUE/description:               13. APRIL FLOOD.  On April 29

th
 and 30

th
 of 2014, a record 25 inches of rain    

                                                  fell in the Pensacola area within a 24-hour period, causing a flood disaster    
                                                  that would affect our area for months to come. 
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
3. Channel 3 New at 5PM 04/29/15 05:00PM/2 minutes News                           *** 

 
*** Amber Southard reported from the Bristol Park neighborhood, one of the areas worst hit by the flood. 
Many people in the subdivision were rescued by boat, while the rising waters entered their homes.  While 
many are rebuilding, the neighborhood looks a lot different.  Some homes boarded up.  Others are still a 
work in process.  Some of the residents in the Bristol Park neighborhood have joined a class action law suit 
claiming the flood in their neighborhood was caused by International Paper's dam breaching, causing water 
to rush into their subdivision.  We contacted their attorneys and were told the law suit is in federal court, but 
because it's tied up in litigation, they are unable to commit. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 New at 6PM 04/29/15 06:00PM/2 minutes News                         **** 

 
**** Anthony Pura reported live at Piedmont Road, one of the areas ravaged by the flood.  Pensacola Mayor 
Ashton Hayward paid a visit to the community surrounding Piedmont Road Tuesday.  The visit marked one year 
since Northwest Florida's historic flood.  "It looks really good," Hayward said.  Hayward grew up in the 
neighborhood and one year ago, he promised to fix it up.  The city, along with ECUA, spent nearly $2.5-million 
to repair Piedmont road and improve its drainage system.  They've added close to 20 larger drains. The city is 
also working to enlarge a nearby retention pond to hold nearly 36-percent more water.  The city has spent nearly 
$6-million in several flood related projects.  They hope to get reimbursed through FEMA, state funds and grants. 
 
 
 

 


