
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location: Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2006    
 
Issue/description:   2. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1.  This Week with 10/15/06 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                    * 
     George Stephanopoulos 
* “PRESCRIPTION FOR CHANGE: FIXING AMERICAN HEALTHCARE”  ABC News & USA Today 
to report a special series that offers practical solutions to the problems plaguing America’s healthcare 
system.  The comprehensive series began Sunday, October 15, 2006.  
 
The problems with America’s healthcare system are well-documented – spiraling costs, increasing 
numbers of uninsured and declining quality of care.  It is often cited as one of Americans’ leading 
domestic concerns, yet the government and politicians have failed to enact long-lasting, viable 
solutions for reform.  In an unprecedented effort, ABC News reported “Prescription for Change: 
Fixing American Healthcare,” a comprehensive series airing across all broadcasts beginning Sunday, 
October 15. The series aired in conjunction with reporting in USA Today. 
 
 Adopting a unique reporting approach, “Prescription for Change” looked beyond the problems 
plaguing the current system and proposed real, practical solutions that the government, businesses, 
and individuals can enact. “Prescription for Change” is a follow-up to ABC News’ October 2003 
series, “Critical Condition: Healthcare in America.”  
 
The division-wide coverage included the release of a national public opinion poll co-sponsored by 
ABC News, the Kaiser Family Foundation and USA Today. The extensive survey revealed 
substantial public disapproval of the country’s healthcare system overall, in terms of cost, the level of 
uninsured Americans and the quality of care, with record numbers saying they’ve had trouble paying 
their medical bills and have put off needed treatment because of the cost. 
 
 “Prescription for Change” featured extensive analysis from ABC News’ Medical Editor, Dr. Timothy 
Johnson.  He also filed daily reports for ABC NewsOne, the network’s affiliate news service.  WEAR 
further customized these healthcare reports for airing within our various newscasts.  
The division-wide series covered the following topics:  
* October 15: Key problems affecting healthcare in America  
* October 16: Essential elements for overhauling the current system  
* October 17: Steps individuals and families can take to get safer, higher quality care  
* October 18: Practical ways to provide universal healthcare coverage  
* October 19: Creative approaches to finance treatment and care  
* October 20: Action that individuals and governments can take to fix the system  
 
The series will begin on “This Week with George Stephanopoulos” on Sunday, October 15 and will 
continue throughout the week on “World News Sunday,” “Good Morning America,” “World News with 
Charles Gibson,” “Nightline,” 
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2. Straughn & Company 10/15/06 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ** 
 
** Following ABC’s “Prescription for Change” kickoff, our week’s topic was “Access Escambia”, an 
organization formed by local hospitals and health care interests to address the health care crisis in 
Escambia County.  Escambia ranks 66

th
 among Florida’s 67 counties in spending for health and 

human services.  Twenty-six percent of the county’s children live in poverty, and the overall poverty 
rate is 19%.  The group will try again to get a local ½ cent sales tax approved to provide primary care 
for the poor.  The measure was defeated by voters in 2004. 
 
 
3. 3 in the Morning 10/16/06 06:36AM/3 minutes News                 *** 
 
*** Dr. Timothy Johnson, Health Editor for ABC News, detailed the essential elements for overhauling 
America’s current health care system, as part of the week-long series on fixing America’s healthcare.  
Today’s segment included methods to deal with problems from increasing numbers of the 
uninsured…to the rising cost of health care. 
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News - Dayside 10/18/06 11:15AM/5 minutes Public Affairs                **** 
    "The Counselor’s In" 
 
**** This is our bi-weekly series in which Mental Health counselors take viewer calls and answer 
questions and give advice on mental health topics.  In today’s segment, Jan Davis of the Cognitive 
Therapy department of the Center for Personal and Family Development took calls on the issue of 
using positive thinking to deal with mental health issues.  The following is a list of selected other 
dates and topics for this series: 
  11/01/06 “The anatomy of a bully, and how to handle them” 
  11/29/06 “How to battle the holiday blues” 
  12/13/06 “Rules and consequences for teens” 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 5PM 10/27/06 05:07PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
 
***** Today we reported on “HOSA”, Health Occupations Students of America.  HOSA met at 
Pensacola Junior College today for their fall conference.  Aspiring Health Care professionals got to 
see demonstrations on medical procedures and were quizzed on anatomy and physiology topics.  
HOSA leaders said the conference also lets students meet with other students who are working 
toward the same goals. 
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6. Channel 3 News - Dayside 11/27/06 11:08AM/2 minutes News             ****** 
 
****** In today’s “Health Watch” segment, we reported that a new study in the journal Diabetes Care 
indicated that women who had more than four births had the highest risk of diabetes, those with two 
or fewer had the lowest risk.  In another study reported in the journal Obesity, researchers found that 
about 25% of overweight, inactive children tested positive for sleep-disorder breathing, a condition 
leading to lack of sleep which affects behavior and performance in school.  The study found that if 
these children exercised 40 minutes per day, the incidence of the sleep problem was cut by 80%. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/13/06 06:07PM/2 minutes News           ******* 
 
******* Tonight we reported on the problem of local citizens in need of long term health care as they 
reach retirement age…most people reported they cannot afford post-employment health insurance, 
and the cost of medicines and treatment are out of their reach. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/22/06 06:01PM/2 minutes News          ******** 
 
******** Greg Neumann reported on the alarming rise in cases of the Flu in our area.  Last year at this 
time, only about 5% of people tested for Influenza came up positive…this December it’s up to 30%, 
which has made it a very busy month for local emergency rooms and urgent care clinics.  Greg 
interviewed Susan Turner of the Escambia Health Department and Dr. Daniel Schweich, an ER 
physician, about the reasons for the increase, and tips for viewers to help avoid getting the Flu.   
 
 


