
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2007  

 
ISSUE/description:             5. FLORIDA INSURANCE CRISIS.  In reaction to claims caused by the storms of 

the past two seasons, insurers in Florida are seeking relief in a variety of 
manners, all of which are affecting Florida homeowners. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                   Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/03/07  06:00PM/2 minutes News                                   * 
 
* We reported on new Governor Charlie Crist’s determination that lawmakers’ first priority for the upcoming 
special session will be reducing crippling homeowners’ insurance premiums.  Some proposals include repeal of 
certain portions of last year’s insurance reform law, which made some things worse, and expanding the state’s 
Catastrophe Fund. 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/21/07  10:00PM/3 minutes News                                   ** 
 
** Our team coverage began with a report from Tallahassee that state lawmakers have been meeting all 
weekend, and have agreed to a proposal that will provide additional backup coverage to private insurers in the 
event of a major disaster.  It will also freeze Citizens Insurance rates at last year’s levels.  But House Minority 
Leader Dan Gelber said if the gamble did not work, the state could get socked with a massive bill. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/22/07  06:01PM/2 minutes News                                  *** 
 
*** We interviewed local homeowners and insurance professionals for their reaction to the massive bill 
lawmakers passed last night to address Florida’s insurance crisis.  Most homeowners were skeptical that the 
legislation would help them.  While Governor Crist says the proposal to lower rates by 10 to 30% is a victory for 
consumers, local insurance professionals say it’s too early to tell, saying the insurance companies will fight the 
legislation or even leave the state. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/25/07  10:04PM/2 minutes News                                **** 
 
**** Victoria Langley in Tallahassee reported on Governor Crist’s signing his firs bill into law, the sweeping 
insurance relief package which cracks down on insurance companies, gives homeowners more control over 
their coverage, and allows the state-run Citizens Property Insurance to compete with private companies.  The 
bill also mandates a statewide building code.  Both Crist and other state lawmakers agree that they’ve only just 
started on the road to real insurance reform. 
 
 
5. 3 in the Morning 02/07/07  06:07AM/2 minutes News                                **** 
 
**** Mike Vasilinda reported from Tallahassee on a new poll that says most Floridians agree with the Governor’s 
call to double the Homestead Tax Exemption, in an effort to help offset the devastating effects of high property 
insurance rates. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 5PM 02/23/07  05:03PM/2 minutes News                              ****** 
 
****** We reported on how Florida’s insurance crisis has hit working-class families looking to move up to a 
bigger home particularly hard.  But now that premiums will be coming down by as much as 30%, some think 
these people will be able to get back into the housing market.  The rate reductions ordered by the legislature 
should start taking effect in June with new policies or renewals. 
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