
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2006 
 
ISSUE/description:    1. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         
Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News – Dayside 10/04/06 11:15AM/5 minutes Public Affairs                     * 
    "The Counselor’s In" 
 
* This is our bi-weekly series in which Mental Health counselors take viewer calls and answer 
questions and give advice on mental health topics.  In today’s segment, Susan Hughes of the Center 
for Personal and Family Development took calls to give advice for parents on what report card grades 
indicate, and how they should respond. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 10/12/06 06:03PM/3 minutes News                               ** 
 
** Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves profiled Munson Elementary School in Santa Rosa County.  
The school is so small it has only 101 students.  There aren’t enough students to warrant hiring 
another teacher this year, so they’ve combined the 5

th
 and 6

th
 grades.  Several parents think this 

system cheats their children out of a full education, and say their children’s grades have suffered, but 
the Principal says the school is doing well academically with students in all sub-groups making 
adequate yearly progress.  Some parents are threatening to transfer their children to other schools. 
 
 
3. 3 in the Morning 10/25/06 06:33AM/2 minutes News                              *** 
 
*** We reported that co-ed classrooms could soon become a thing of the past, since President Bush 
is giving public schools the option to separate boys and girls.  The Education Department changed the 
rules in how it will enforce the Title Nine anti-discrimination law.  Starting November 24

th
, local school 

leaders will have the authority to set up single-sex classes, and the Director of Elementary Education 
for Escambia County says the major benefit of such separation is being able to hone in on the 
differences that may help the students learn better. 
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ISSUE/description:    1. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/30/06 10:00PM/3 minutes News                            **** 
 
**** Okaloosa County Bureau Chief Bill Pearson reported that Okaloosa County schools are enjoying 
2.5 million dollars in additional funding this year…money given the schools rated as “A-Plus” by the 
state.  Students are noticing improvements paid for by that money.  Don Gaetz, State Senator-elect 
and former School Superintendent, said he plans to work with other members of the Northwest Florida 
delegation to make sure that the great work being done by high performing schools in our area 
continues to get recognized and rewarded. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 5PM 11/30/06 5:01PM/2 minutes News                           ***** 
 
***** There is a crisis in American higher education that is largely being ignored by the nation.  That’s 
a stark new warning from the National Conference of State Legislatures.  They report that access to 
higher education is shrinking and that has tremendous consequences for the country, because other 
countries are catching up.  The report highlights the gap between rich and poor…the poor have only 
an 8% chance of obtaining a college degree, compared to 70% for the wealthy.  College tuition rates 
have risen at more than double the rate of inflation during the past 5 years.  The group recommends 
that states and the federal government increase public funding for higher education, rather than 
shifting the costs to students and their parents, and more emphasis needs to be placed on making 
sure high schoolers are taking college preparatory courses. 
 
 
6. In Focus 12/10/06  09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ****** 
 
****** Assistant Superintendent of Escambia County Schools Ronnie Arnold, and Assistant. 
Superintendent in charge of Operations, Shawn Dennis, discussed the plan to rezone and consolidate 
schools.  Due to shifting populations in the county, the school district is trying to streamline operations, 
and save some money.  Their plan entails closing a number of schools, changing others from high 
schools to middle schools, and redistributing students.  The plan has been met with resistance, 
especially from parents and students at Woodham High, which would become a middle school.  Their 
arguments are largely, if not entirely, emotional.  A 10 member appointed task force spent 8 months 
deciding how best to reshape the district, and their final plan was approved unanimously.  The task 
force claims the changes will result in 2.5 million dollars a year in savings, and even more over the 
next decade.  Arnold and Dennis discussed the details of the plan, which will likely get its final 
approval from the school board by the end of the year.  They also discussed the stresses created by 
the Class Size Amendment, which has forced the hiring of an additional 500+ teachers, and will force 
the hiring of hundreds more. 
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