
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2012     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  The upcoming Presidential election; 

Florida’s controversial Governor, and local and state political issues. 
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  07/03/12 04:23PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                           * 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on that issue.  Today’s issue was Campaign Finance:   “Do you believe corporations have too big an 
influence on elections?”  The Supreme Court last week refused to reconsider its “Citizens United” 
decision that lifted restrictions on corporate political spending.  The Court’s ruling said that political 
speech does not lose first amendment protection simply because its source is a corporation. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  07/10/12 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                         ** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** Today’s issue was voting requirements:   “Do you think a photo I.D. should be required in order to 
vote?”  U.S. Attorney General Eric holder says he opposes a new Photo ID requirement in Texas 
because it would be harmful to minority voters.  He says the ID card requirement is a form of Poll Tax, 
which is illegal under the 24

th
 amendment to the U.S. constitution. 

Here are some of the responses from our viewers. 
Yes. “A photo ID verifies your identity and your address. There are too many people who are getting by 
with things they should not be able to do.  Illegals are taking over our country and they should NOT be 
allowed to vote if they are not true registered American voters. Voter fraud is rampant and it needs to be 
stopped NOW.” 
“The only reason not requiring an I.D Photo is so you can employ massive voter fraud.  And packing the 
polls with illegal voters is what this administration wants. The democrats did it to get Obama elected last 
time and hope to pull the same thing again.” 
“Why not add one more proof of I.D.  Everybody, legally in FL should be carrying a FL D.L.(Photo) or I.D  
card (photo). With the Photo ID the poll workers will have something else to talk about when they are not 
busy.”  
“Yes, Yes, Yes!!!  I had to show two forms of ID to get my internet hooked up.  You show photo ID to buy 
alcohol.   Why not to vote?! I think people need to get a grip.” 
 
 
3. This Week 07/15/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                 *** 
 
*** Our topic this week was the upcoming Presidential Election.  Guests discussing the many aspects of 
the campaigns were Rahm Emanuel, Mayor of Chicago and former Obama White house Chief of Staff; 
Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH); James Carville, Democratic Strategist and co-author “It’s the Middle Class, 
Stupid!”; and Mary Matalin, Republican Strategist. 
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4.  Facing Florida 07/15/12 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 
 
**** Resident political experts, Republican Pete Dunbar and Democrat Screven Watson, discussed the 
upcoming Florida primary election.  They talked about the importance of absentee voting (especially by 
military enlistees) and why they think this might be a historically low turnout for the primary.    
 
 
5. This Week 07/29/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs             ***** 
 
***** Our topic this week was the Presidential Election.  Panelists were Robert Gibbs, Obama Campaign 
Senior Advisor; Kevin Madden, Romney Campaign Senior Advisor; David Chalian, Washington Bureau 
Chief of Yahoo! News; Dana Loesch, radio talk show host; and Ruth Marcus, columnist for The 
Washington Post. 
 
 
6.  Facing Florida 07/29/12 02:07AM/10 minutes Public Affairs            ****** 
 
****** Resident political experts, Republican Pete Dunbar and Democrat Screven Watson, talked about 
the reemergence of former Governor Charlie Crist, and what his gradual reappearance on the Florida 
political scene means for his future political aspirations.  They discussed the viability of Crist and others 
as statewide candidates for the Democratic ticket in 2014. 
 
 
7.  Facing Florida 08/05/12 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ******* 
 
******* First, Dan Krassner, Executive Director of Integrity Florida, talked about a study the group recently 
released on the relationship between public service and private financial gain in Florida's political offices. 
Mr. Krassner discussed how Florida measures up against other states with respect to financial 
disclosure, and what needs to be done to create real ethics reform in the state.  Next, Lenny Curry, 
Chairman of the Republican Party of Florida, discussed Florida's role in the nomination of Mitt Romney 
and what's to be expected from the upcoming convention. He also talked about the reemergence of 
Charlie Crist and what that means for Florida.  Finally, veteran political reporters Mary Ellen Klaus of the 
Miami Herald and John Kennedy of the Palm Beach Post talked about the week in Florida politics--from 
questions surrounding the Governor's Sunburst email system, to the resignation of Education 
Commissioner Gerard Robinson, to those slippery, shadowy Committees of Continuing Existence.  
 
 
8.  ABC News Special Report 08/11/12 08:10AM/42 minutes News           ******** 
 
******** Republican Presidential candidate Mitt Romney announced his selection of Senator Paul Ryan as 
his running mate for Vice-President. 
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9.  Facing Florida 08/12/12 02:07AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                ********* 
 
********* Host Mike Vasilinda talked to four Democrats who hope to help their party to take back the U.S. 
Congress.  We also reminded viewers that next Tuesday is the last day to vote early or vote by mail in 
the Florida primary. 
 
 
10. This Week 08/19/12 8:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *10 
 
*10 Our topic was the 2012 Presidential Campaign.  Discussion panelists were Stephanie Cutter, Obama 
Deputy Campaign Manager; Kevin Madden, Romney Campaign Senior Advisor; Sen. Pat Toomey (R-
PA), member of the Senate Budget Committee and member of the 2011 Joint Select Committee on 
Deficit Reduction; Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), ranking member of the House Budget Committee and 
member of the 2011 Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction; Neil Barofsky, former Special 
Inspector General or the Troubled Assets Relief Program; Austan Goolsbee, former Chairman of the 
Obama Council of Economic Advisors; Grover Norquist, founder and President of Americans for Tax 
Reform; and Kimberley Strassel, columnist and editorial board member of The Wall Street Journal. 
 
 
11.  Facing Florida 08/19/12 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *11 
 

*11 It's the week after the Primaries and that can only mean one thing: Facing Florida is all Pete, Screven 
and Mike, all the time.  Resident political experts, Republican Pete Dunbar and Democrat Screven 
Watson, spent all three segments discussing the results of Florida's 2012 Primary Elections.  Segment 
one featured analysis of Florida's closed primary laws and what affect, if any, they had on this year's low 
turnout. Pete and Screven also discussed the various ways both parties use, and possibly abuse, write-in 
candidates and whether or not closed primaries are disenfranchise independent or no party affiliated 
voters.  Segments two and three featured in-depth discussion of Primary election winners and losers. 
Pete and Screven talked about the victories and disappointments of this week's races, and tried to 
predict what will happen in November and what these primary results might mean for the future political 
make-up of the state and nation.  

 
 
12.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 08/23/12 04:21PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *12 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*12 Today’s issue was Governor Rick Scott:   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job Governor Rick 
Scott is doing?”  A new poll by Quinnipiac University says the Florida governor’s approval rating has 
climbed to 41%, but 49% of the nearly 1300 likely voters surveyed still say they disapprove of his 
performance.  He has consistently stayed below 40% approval in previous surveys, and he does not 
have a prime time spot at next week’s Republican National Convention in Tampa.   
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13. Facing Florida 08/26/12 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *13 
 
*13 It's a classic battle between the First and Second Amendments. Marion Hammer from United 
Sportsmen of Florida was here to tell why she thinks the Second Amendment should trump the First.  
Then, Lenny Curry, Chairman of the Republican Party of Florida, discussed the primary and the 
upcoming Republican National Convention in Tampa.  And finally, we finished with Michael Bender from 
Bloomberg News who is on his way to the convention and told viewers what he thinks will be news. 
 
 
14.  ABC News Your Voice, 08/28/12 09:00PM/63 minutes News/Public Affairs         *14 
     Your Voice, Your Vote: 08/29/12 09:00PM/66 minutes 
     The Republican  08/30/12 09:00PM/82 minutes 
      National Convention 
 
*14  ABC News provided 3 ½ hours of primetime coverage of the Republican National Convention in 
Tampa as they confirmed the nomination of Mitt Romney as their candidate for President of the United 
States. 
 
 
15. This Week 09/02/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *15 
 
*15 Our topic was the 2012 Presidential Campaign.  Discussion panelists were David Plouffe, White 
House Senior Advisor; Bill Burton, co-founder of Priorities USA; and Kerry Healey, former Massachusetts 
Lt. Governor and Romney Campaign Senior Advisor. 
 
 
16. Facing Florida 09/02/12 02:07AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *16 
 
*16 The GOP Convention captured the week’s attention. We talked with GOP Strategist Sally Bradshaw 
about whether the goals of the convention were met, if Jeb Bush is running, and whether there will ever 
be another major political convention in Florida.  Then, Rob Weissert from Florida Taxwatch discussed 
two tax cutting amendments that will be on this November's ballot.  We wrapped up with Political analysts 
Pete Dunbar and Screven Watson, who just couldn't seem to get along or agree on anything this week. 
 
 
17.  ABC News Your Voice, 09/04/12 09:00PM/68 minutes News/Public Affairs            *17 
     Your Voice, Your Vote:  09/05/12 09:00PM/88 minutes 
     The Democratic    09/06/12 09:00PM/71 minutes 
      National Convention 
 
*17  ABC News provided almost 4 hours of primetime coverage of the Democratic National Convention 
as they prepared to support President Obama as their candidate for re-election as President of the 
United States. 
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18. This Week 09/09/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *18 
 
*18 This week we discussed President Obama’s Acceptance Speech and the 2012 Presidential contest.  
Panelists were Rep. Paul Ryan, (R-WI), GOP Vice Presidential nominee; Mayor Cory Booker of Newark, 
NJ, co-chair of the Democratic platform committee; Sen. Rand Paul, (R-KY), author of “Government 
Bullies”; and Paul Krugman, Nobel Prize-winning economist and New York Times columnist. 
  
 
19. This Week 09/23/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *19 
 
*19 Our topic for the week was the 2012 Presidential Contest.   Guests were David Axelrod, Obama 
Campaign Senior Advisor; Reince Priebus, Republican National Committee Chair; Melody Barnes, 
former Obama Domestic Policy Advisor; Ann Coulter, conservative commentator; Jorge Ramos, 
Univision News Anchor; and Robert Reich, Professor at the University of California, Berkeley, and former 
Clinton Labor Secretary. 
 
 
20. Facing Florida 09/23/12 02:05AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *20 
 
*20 Shades of 2000…A Palm Beach Senate Race with a 17 vote margin was in court, so we asked the 
question "Can the election snafu of 2000 be repeated."  We talked with an election law expert who 
prevailed in the PB case.  Then, Amendment 6 sounds easy enough to understand. No state money can 
be spent on an abortion. But it does so much more and few are talking about it, but we did!  Finally, 
Governor Rick Scott says he's created 130 thousand private sector jobs, but twice that many have 
dropped off the unemployment rolls. Scott got testy when reporters questioned him on it this past week. 
We talked to Bloomberg's Michael Bender about the Governor’s claims. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


