
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2011 
 
ISSUE/description:    2. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
1. Our World with  04/09/11 04:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                     * 
    Black Enterprise 
* Our “On the Record” discussion examined the rise of bullying among high school students, with 
panelists Russlynn Ali, Assistant Secretary of Education for Civil Rights; Dr. Jeff Gardere, psychologist 
and contributor to Healthguru.com; and Wilhelmina Stone, a member of NOPCAS. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 04/27/11 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                           ** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was Church and State:   “Should the Florida Constitution be 
changed to allow tax dollars to be spent on religious organizations?”  A proposed amendment that 
would repeal the Florida Constitution's ban on spending tax dollars to help religious organizations is 
set for a floor vote in the house.  If passed, the proposal would go to the senate where a similar 
measure is stalled in committee.  The Republican sponsoring the amendment says the funding ban is 
a threat to school voucher programs.  The joint resolution to change the Constitution must be adopted 
by a three-fifths vote of both the house and senate.  If it clears that, the proposed amendment would 
be placed on the ballot in November, 2012.  Sixty percent voter approval is required for adoption. 
 
 
3. Our World with  05/14/11 04:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                  *** 
    Black Enterprise 
*** Our “Slice of Life” segment profiled a teacher who makes learning math and science and 
technology fun.   
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/23/11 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                         **** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was Posting Punishment:   “Should students be punished at school for comments 
they post on a social networking site?”  The mother of a New Hampshire student says a school district 
was wrong to suspend her daughter over a Facebook posting.  Her daughter was suspended for five 
days after the girl wrote that she wished Osama Bin Laden would kill her math teacher.  The mom 
acknowledges her daughter's post was offensive, but says her daughter's free speech should be 
protected.  The mother also argues the girl's posting was done at home.... and she should handle it, 
not the school.  The schools principal isn't commenting because of student privacy rights. 
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    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
5.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/25/11 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                        ***** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** Today’s issue was Online Schools:  “Do you agree with the mandate requiring all Florida high 
school students to take at least one on-line class to graduate?”  Starting this fall, incoming freshmen 
in Florida high schools will have to take at least one on-line class in order to graduate.  That also 
means schools will have to provide computer and internet access to all students.  Escambia County 
offers classes now through the internet with a company called Florida Virtual School.  And about 25 
percent of students already take at least one online class ... usually in 'hard to staff' subjects, like 
advanced science, math and languages.  To expand that to all students, the Escambia district 
estimates that the cost of computers alone will cost them a minimum of 16-million dollars.  The new 
mandate for online classes comes on the heels of another mandate, requiring all public schools to 
switch to digital textbooks by the year 2014. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/22/11 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                      ****** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today’s issue was Tobacco Free District:  “Do you agree with the Escambia School District's 
tobacco-free policy?”  The Escambia School Board has adopted a new tobacco-free policy for new 
employees.  Starting October first, any new hire will be tested for tobacco use... cigarettes, cigars, 
snuff, chewing tobacco... even nicotine lozenges and gum.  If the tests show they've used any tobacco 
product in the previous six months, they can not be hired.  The new employees must also remain 
tobacco free to keep their jobs.  The school board says tobacco users cost the district an average of 
34-hundred dollars a year in additional health related costs. 
 
 
7. Facing Florida  06/26/11 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs             ******* 
 
******* This week, Florida Education Association Attorney Ron Meyer sat down with Mike Vasilinda to 
talk about suing the state legislature over cuts to pensions for school system employees. 
 
 
 
 


