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     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/26/06 06:01PM/5 minutes News                          * 
 
* Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves continued her “back to school” coverage with a report on the 
first day of school for Santa Rosa County teachers, and how the district is handling its rapid growth.  
One way they’re doing it is by speeding up some construction projects, such as the new Benny 
Russell Elementary school, which should be ready for classes in fall 2007.  That will allow the district 
to reduce the number of portable buildings by about half. 
In a related story, we reported that Santa Rosa County’s Vocational High School will receive an 
$81,000 grant from the “Wired Northwest Florida” initiative.  The school will use it to establish an 
industry-certified Construction Academy, providing construction, carpentry, heating and air 
conditioning, electricity, and welding programs, and also to a major marketing campaign to promote 
careers in the construction industry. 
A third report highlighted both the Santa Rosa County and Escambia County School Districts’ 
recruiting efforts for important support workers, including bus drivers, janitors and cafeteria workers. 
And in a final story, Cynthia Reeves reported on Florida’s 11 public universities’ plan to get off the 
traditional agricultural calendar and offer year-round programs.  The idea is to boost enrollment by 
giving more students more options.  The state’s board of governors will discuss the proposal on 
August 10

th
. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/09/06 06:07PM/2 minutes News                         ** 
 
** An education at a Florida Public university is no longer the bargain it once was.  Tomorrow, the 
state’s board of governors will vote on a 7% tuition hike.  Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves reported 
that students at the University of West Florida could be some of the hardest hit statewide, with a 
nearly $300 increase in yearly tuition.  The extra cost is especially hard on students who are poor and 
working their way through college.  Since the majority of UWF students are first generation medium or 
lower income students, UWF President John Cavanaugh is concerned, and he’s asking the board of 
governors to be sensitive to the impact in high poverty areas like the Panhandle.  UWF is working to 
raise $220,000 to offer aid to needy students. 
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3. In Focus 08/13/06 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *** 
 

*** Our topic this week was the new school year.  Guest Ronnie Arnold of the Escambia School 
District outlined their expectations for the new year.  The goals are: sustained focus on maintaining 
high quality education, as measured by the Florida school grading program; implementation of a new 
telephone system to provide better communication with parents; and support for renewal of the sales 
tax, proceeds of which go to school construction projects. 

 
4. Channel 3 News at 5PM 08/14/06 05:03PM/2 minutes News                     **** 
 

**** Some of Florida's middle school students are facing a new challenge...mapping out their career 
goals.  Governor Jeb Bush's A ++ Plan is designed to get students thinking about their future earlier. 
Victoria Langley profiled the tough new requirements students must now fill.  Middle school students 
will have to complete 12 credits in math, English, science and social science, and struggling readers 
will be required to take an intensive reading course.  Middle schoolers will also have to complete an 
academic and career plan by eighth grade.  One of the most controversial new requirements won't 
take effect until next year, when high school students will have to declare a major area of study - 
something they previously didn't have to worry about until college. Bush predicts students and 
administrators will embrace the "high school major" concept when it begins in 2007. They'll need to 
get even more excited about science, too. This spring science FCATs start counting toward school 
grades. 

 

5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/30/06 06:00PM/3 minutes News                     ***** 
 

***** On September 5th, voters will go to the polls in Escambia County to decide whether to renew the 
half cent sales tax for schools.  Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves reported that since 1997 the tax 
has been dedicated solely to funding renovations and new construction for the School District.  It has 
paid for about 160 school construction projects.  It paid for the new Blue Angels Elementary School 
and extensive renovations of outdated high schools.  Students are attending classes in schools with 
central air conditioning, thanks to the replacement of noisy window A-C units and many schools, like 
Escambia High, have state of the art media centers that rival most public libraries.  The tax passed by 
a narrow margin in 1997, but was renewed in a landslide in 2002.  Supporters believe that's because 
voters saw so many tangible results.  This time around the half cent sales tax will be a ten year versus 
a five year plan. The goal is to raise 20 million dollars a year.  The top two priorities are to build two 
new schools: a downtown elementary school and a West side K-8 to relieve overcrowding on the 
county's growing West side.  If the tax is renewed, the school superintendent will evaluate the district's 
needs every two years and send an updated list of projects to the school board for approval to assure 
the new construction keeps pace with the community's changing needs.  A list of all the past projects 

can be found at http://www.escambia.k12.fl.us/ 
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