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ISSUE/description:  9. AIRPORT CONCESSIONS.  Controversy over what company would 

provide concessions at Pensacola International Airport. 
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1.  3 in the Morning 02/06/14 06:03AM/2 minutes News                   * 
 
* The decision over who will provide concessions at the Pensacola International Airport is at a stand-still. 
 A group representing National chains like "Chick-fil-A" won the bid, but the City Council shot it down.  
Now, they are looking at starting the entire process over.  During the first round, local restaurants also 
competed for the bid.  Now, one of the owners of one of those restaurants is sending a message to the 
Mayor.  In a letter, Bagelheads accuses Mayor Ashton Hayward of being anti-local business.  
Bagelheads' owner, Rob Mackey, says this letter partially stems from losing the airport concessions 
contract.  So we took the letter to Mayor Hayward, who said the bid process was more than fair.  "I'm 
sure they are disappointed they lost the bid at the airport … they didn't protest the process or the RFP … 
I can't do favors for friends with taxpayer dollars … I guess they just don't understand it."  The Mayor said 
the other group won because they offered a million dollars more plus more improvements.  The current 
contract, with Verona's restaurant, expires at the end of March.  To read the entire message, you can go 
to our website, weartv.com.  
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/27/14 04:01PM/2 minutes News                 ** 

 
** The debate over who will run concessions at Pensacola International Airport isn't over.  The mayor 
signed a contract with OHM Concessions after he vetoed the City Council's decision to extend current 
vendor Robert de Verona's contract.  The new restaurants are scheduled to start operations next week. 
The City Council will vote today on whether or not to override the mayor's veto and keep de Verona as 
the vendor on a month to month basis.  In order to override the veto the city charter requires a "super 
majority."  That means six of council's nine members must vote to override it. 
 
 


