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ISSUE/description:    4. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News First at 4 10/08/09 04:04PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                        * 
    "Fugitive Task Force" and every Thursday of this quarter 
 
* This is a regularly scheduled segment every Thursday wherein officers from either the Pensacola 
Police Department or Escambia County Sheriff’s office are in our studios to man phone banks where 
citizens can call in to give tips about wanted fugitives who are suspected to be in our area.  Reporter 
Greg Neumann interviews the officers to present a profile of the fugitives and details about their 
criminal activity, and then we show updates later in this program and also in our 5PM Newscast and 
6PM Newscast.  Tip calls have resulted in several arrests, some within hours of our broadcasts. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News First at 4 11/02/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                      ** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Do you believe a man wrongfully imprisoned for 27 
years should be compensated by the state?”  A man who spent more than half his life in a Florida 
prison for a crime he did not commit is asking the state for $2.4 million dollars in compensation.  
William Dillon was locked up for 27 years for the murder of a Brevard County man in 1981.  A tee-
shirt covered with the victim's blood was linked to Dillon at the time...but forensic scientists tested 
samples from the shirt in 2008.  Dillon's DNA could not be found and he was cleared a few weeks 
later.  A jail house snitch also testified at a hearing today that investigators threatened him with prison 
if he didn't falsely testify that Dillon had admitted the murder to him.  Florida law allows the wrongfully 
incarnated to seek compensation if they haven't been convicted of any other crimes, but Dillon was 
convicted of a drug charge two years prior to the murder. Two administrative judges will make 
recommendations to the legislature on whether Dillon's bill should be heard. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 5PM 11/09/09 05:01PM/3 minutes News                 *** 
 Series “Kids with Guns” 
 
*** Reporter Greg Neumann was at a Belmond-Devilliers neighborhood meeting and the entire 
discussion revolved around the fact that there are so many guns in the hands of teens…and some 
are very young, 13 to 15 years old.  We did an in-depth report showing how these kids are getting 
stolen guns; what is the market for them; where do they come from; and how abundant are they? 
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4. Channel 3 News First at 4 11/16/09 04:04PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                   **** 
    "Fugitive Task Force"  
 
**** This is a regularly scheduled segment every Thursday wherein officers from either the Pensacola 
Police Department or Escambia County Sheriff’s office are in our studios to man phone banks where 
citizens can call in to give tips about wanted fugitives who are suspected to be in our area.  On this 
special edition of this segment, reporter Greg Neumann worked with the local Pensacola officers who 
track sexual predators on-line and arrest them when they think they are meeting with a young 
teenage girl or boy, to explain to viewers just how dangerous the on-line community can be for teens 
and children.   
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/19/09 06:00PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ***** 
    “Identy Theft” – “Shred-a-Thon”  
 
***** Reporter Bree Sison profiled how local authorities catch identity thieves and what happens to 
them once they are caught.  She showed how difficult it is to catch these criminals and how many 
reports the Sheriff’s Department receives and how they follow up on these reports.  
Also on this day, we did our live Shred-a-Thon event that we’ve done for several years, inviting 
viewers to bring their documents to a central location where they are shred free of charge by a local 
security/shredding company.  We aired live reports from the location during our Dayside and 4PM, 
5PM and 6PM newscasts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  In Focus 07/05/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       ** 
      
** Our guest was Escambia County, Florida, Sheriff David Morgan.  Morgan has been in office only 6 
months.  He discussed a number of major issues occurring in that time: the investigation by the 
Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, into complaints about the jail and street officers; 
prostitution in Brownsville; and the recent 2 instances where police canines attacked civilians. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News First at 4 07/15/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News                      *** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*** Today’s issue was the Billings double-murder case: “How do you think the Escambia Sheriff’s 
Office has handled the case so far?”  Escambia Sheriff David Morgan says six to eight people were 
involved in the slaying of a Florida couple known for adopting 12 children with developmental 
disabilities and other problems.  Morgan said that robbery was one of "numerous motives." He says 
the person who masterminded the crime is one of the three people in custody but authorities are still 
looking for at least four more suspects.  Byrd and Melanie Billings were shot to death Thursday while 
eight of their children were in the home.  In addition to a red van seen dropping suspects off at the 
front door of the sprawling nine-bedroom home in Beulah, surveillance video showed men in ninja 
garb entering the back of the home through a utility door that had been left unlocked.  Given the 
enormity of the investigation into the double murder, it seems a bit pointless to ask for opinions on 
anything else.  For what's described by the Sheriff as a well planned home invasion, the plan is 
unraveling with comforting speed to those of us worried about ruthless killers roaming our streets.  
Several men have already been charged ... one of the vehicles used has been found ... several more 
people have been identified as suspects ... and every few hours we learn more about what 
happened.  The story has once again thrust the community into the national headlines. So today.... 
not so much a poll.... as a chance to comment on how this tragedy has been handled. 
 
4.  In Focus 08/02/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     **** 
      



**** Our topic this week was the murder case of Byrd and Melanie Billings, and the intense media 
spotlight on that case and on Escambia County.  Our guest, Sheriff David Morgan, gave the latest 
update on the investigation.  He also discussed the rise in gang-related violence that started by 
outsiders coming into the community after the hurricanes of 2004 and 2005.  Our second guest was 
Keith Goldschmidt, Journalism lecturer at the University of West Florida, and former Florida Bureau 
Chief for Gannett, who discussed the intense national media scrutiny of this case. 
 
 
5.  In Focus 08/09/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ***** 
      
***** Our topic this week was another update on the Billings murder case.  Eight people have now 
been charged in the case and have made court appearances this week.  Our guest, State Attorney 
Bill Eddins, explained what happens next in the case. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News First at 4 08/12/09 04:15PM/2 minutes News                  ****** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today’s issue was the Morris sentencing: “What do you think of the 71-month sentence for 
former Okaloosa Sheriff Charlie Morris?”   Former Okaloosa County Sheriff Charlie Morris learned his 
sentence yesterday for a kickback scheme in which he conspired to steal thousands of dollars from 
the sheriff's office.  He used much of the money for expensive gambling trips to Las Vegas and to 
buy expensive gifts for his mistress.  Federal judge Lacey Collier handed down a sentence of 71-
months and ordered Morris to pay 212-thousand dollars in restitution.  The judge told Morris he had 
tarnished the badge of every law enforcement officer in the area.  While the sentence is near the 
maximum sentence allowed by the law, some people in the courtroom told reporters they didn't think 
it was severe enough.  Morris must report to begin his sentence by September 28th. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News First at 4 08/14/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News                ******* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was again the Billings Murder case:  “Do you believe the public has a right to 
see all the evidence in the Billings murder case?”  A judge is now deciding whether the most graphic 
evidence in the Billings murder case should be made public.  The victims' family has asked the court 
to keep video and photos taken inside the home on the night of the crime from becoming public.  
They say the images could be damaging to the Billings children.  The State Attorney and attorneys 
for all seven defendants charged with murder, agreed to keep the evidence under wraps until the 
judge decides what to do.  State Attorney Bill Eddins says the family's request is certainly legitimate, 
and the judge will have to balance the family's right to privacy with the public's right to know in this 
case.   
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8.  In Focus 08/16/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ******** 
      
******** We took an in-depth look at the Billings murder case.  All the suspects in the case have 
mentioned the “Mexican Mafia”, and there is speculation that this was a “contract hit”.  We 
interviewed Henry Cobb Tice, a “subject of interest” in the case.  He professed his innocence, and 
described his Hispanic car lot business and his dealings with the “Mexican Mafia”, who had 
threatened to kill his family.  He thinks the murders were simply to eliminate the only witnesses to the 
robbery. 
 
 
9.  Straughn & Company 09/06/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs              ********* 
      
********* Our guest today was Seth Miller, Executive Director of The Innocence Project of Florida.  
The Innocence Project is a national organization that takes cases of prisoners who claim to have 
been wrongly convicted of crimes.  There have been 241 DNA exonerations nationwide, 10 here in 
Florida, and that’s only about 10% of the cases that have biological evidence available.  They have 
only accepted cases that have biological evidence available for DNA testing, but are now branching 
out to do cases based on now-discredited prosecution techniques.  Miller stressed the need to 
properly fund Public Defenders, and to encourage rehabilitation instead of incarceration. 
 
 
10.  Channel 3 News - Dayside 09/30/09 11:15AM/5 minutes Public Affairs       ********** 
    "The Counselor’s In" 
 
********** This is our bi-weekly series in which Mental Health counselors take viewer calls and answer 
questions and give advice on mental health topics.  In today’s segment, Sean Abbott discussed 
assessing the mental illness impact on patient ability to participate in criminal defense. 
 
 
 


