
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2009     
 
 
ISSUE/description:  2. GROWTH MANAGEMENT.  Planning for the needs of the future.  
         Balancing growth versus preservation of lifestyle and environment.  
 
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1.  In Focus 10/18/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   *  
 
* Today’s topic was the possible change in the Pensacola City Charter.  City voters will be mailed ballots 
in November to vote on whether to keep the current Council/Manager form of government, or change to  
a “Strong Mayor” or Mayor/Council form of government.  Our guests were John Peacock, supporter of the 
Strong Mayor form of government, who said that would be a more progressive form of government with 
greater accountability; and former City Attorney John Fleming, who supports the current system and says 
there is actually more accountability with the City Manager who is accountable to the City Council on a 
day-to-day basis. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/14/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                      ** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Do you support or oppose changing the City of Pensacola charter to 
a “Strong Mayor” form of government?”  Pensacola city voters will learn this week whether their municipal 
government is going to change.  Tomorrow is the deadline to return ballots on the proposed new charter 
which would change the city from a council-manager, to a strong-mayor form of government.  As of 
Monday morning, 33 percent of the ballots mailed out had been returned.  Pensacola's city charter hasn't 
been over-hauled since the early 1930's.  A charter review commission spent a year and a half 
considering changes before finalizing the revision voters are deciding now. 
 
 
3.  In Focus 11/29/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                ***  
 

*** Last week, Pensacola voters approved a landmark change in the city’s charter, essentially changing 
the city’s entire system of government.  What is now a Council/Manager form of government in which the 
City Manager runs the day-to-day business of the city at the direction of a 10-member City Council, will 
soon become a “Strong Mayor” system of government, with an elected Mayor taking over the duties of 
hiring and firing department heads, and will also appoint a City Administrator to carry out the day-to-day 
duties of the City at the Mayor’s behest.  Critics said this would put too much power in the hands of one 
person; advocates said it would move the city forward.  Our guest today was Attorney Crystal Spencer, 
one of the organizers responsible for getting this measure on the ballot and convincing the voters that it 
was a better idea.  She actually wrote the new Charter.  She discussed how the new changes would 
afford more accountability, with term limits assuring that voters would control their government.  She also 
discussed the checks and balances within the new system, and how it would allow the City to move 
forward with economic development. 
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