
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2010     
 
 
ISSUE/description:  3. HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF.  A massive earthquake struck 

near Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti, on January 12, causing    
tremendous damage and loss of life.  

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
Title     Date  Time/Duration  Program type   Description  
 
1. ABC News Nightline 01/12/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                      * 
 
* The program reported the latest information on today’s earthquake, and discussed the difficulties news 
organizations are having in getting information out of the devastated country. 
 
 
2. ABC News Nightline 01/13/10 11:10PM/30 minutes News/Public Affairs                      ** 
 
** The program reported on the day following the deadly earthquake, with reports on the hundreds of 
thousands left homeless after the quake, video of the tremendous damage and the efforts of Haitians to 
cope with the devastation, and families awaiting word about quake victims. 
 
 
3. ABC News Nightline 01/13/10 11:10PM/30 minutes News/Public Affairs                    *** 
  01/15/10 
  01/18/10 
 
*** Nightline devoted the entire program on each of these days to updates on the conditions in Haiti and 
the relief efforts underway there and back in the U.S. 
 
 
4. Earthquake Haiti: 01/14/10 07:00PM/1 hour News/Public Affairs                   **** 
    The Race to Save a Country 
 
**** Anchored by Diane Sawyer, George Stephanopoulos and Elizabeth Vargas, this hour-long special 
featured additional reporting from the scene in Haiti.  20/20 co-anchor Chris Cuomo reported from “Little 
Haiti” in Miami, FL, where families were still holding out hope that their loved ones had survived, as they 
awaited news and information from Haiti. 
 
 
5. ABC News Special Report:: 01/16/10 10:00AM/18 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ***** 
    Presidents Obama, Bush and Clinton  
 
***** The three U.S. Presidents presented a plan for providing relief to the devastated country of Haiti. 
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6. This Week 01/17/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                     ****** 
     
****** Today’s guests were President George W. Bush, UN Special Envoy to Haiti; President Bill Clinton, 
UN Special Envoy to Haiti; Lieutenant General Ken Keen, Military Deputy Commander, 
USSSOUTHCOM; and Rajiv Shah, Director of USAID.  They discussed the current situation in Haiti and 
the U.S. efforts to bring relief to victims of the earthquake and to begin rebuilding the country. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 01/20/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs            ******* 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Do you believe it's America's responsibility to help Haiti 
rebuild?”  President Barack Obama has promised America's continued commitment to the government 
and the people of Haiti ...  in the immediate effort to save lives and deliver relief, and in the long-term 
effort to rebuild.  Those are his words.  And so far, most Americans give high marks to the president for 
his handling of the disaster.  A CBS news poll found 80-percent approval for his handling of Haiti... while 
84-percent agree with the President that it is America's responsibility to help the island nation.  And we've 
been helping for some time.  From 1990 to 2005, the U.S. has given Haiti about 1-point-5 billion dollars  
in foreign aid.... 249 million this year alone.  The U.N. is now proposing a five year, ten billion dollar plan 
to rebuild the nation. 
 
 
8. Hope for Haiti: 01/22/10 07:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs                       ******** 
    A Global Benefit for Earthquake Relief 
 
******** This two-hour telethon, to benefit the victims of the Haiti earthquake, was broadcast from NYC 
and Los Angeles, and featured musical performances and celebrity appearances as well as live news 
packages. 
 
 
9. In Focus 01/31/10 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ********* 
     
********* Today our host, Channel 3 News reporter Dan Thomas, and guest Gene Schmidt, a local 
engineer and pilot who owns a light plane, discussed their trip to Haiti to carry medical supplies to some 
small communities outside of Port-au-Prince.  Schmidt told how he got involved in the relief effort, 
through BahamasHabitat.org, a group that plans general aviation flights into Haiti for earthquake relief. 
They were fully organized with donated supplies and a group of clinics and relief agencies in Haiti ready 
to receive those supplies, plus church groups in Haiti needing to evacuate their personnel back to the 
U.S.  Thomas rode along on Schmidt’s 2

nd
 flight to report on the earthquake aftermath for WEAR-TV 

viewers.  They discussed what doctors in the country are needing, and how viewers can help, primarily by 
donations to cover the cost of aviation fuel for the trips. 
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10. In Focus 02/07/10 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ********** 
     
********** Today our host, Channel 3 News reporter Dan Thomas, and guest Gene Schmidt, a local 
engineer and pilot who owns a light plane, discussed their second trip to Haiti to carry medical supplies to 
some small communities outside of Port Au Prince.   We told how Dr. Bill Tenhaff, who’s been in Haiti for 
3 weeks now, is performing “miracle” surgical procedures to help prevent amputation on victims of the 
earthquake, using crude braces made from rebar and plaster.  Local Baptist Hospital Vice President Bob 
Gowing saw our reports last week, and then donated several external fixitors (for setting broken limbs) 
along with other supplies.  On this second trip the needs have changed … in addition to medical supplies, 
there is an increasing need for food, and for getting people out of Haiti.  We reported on Gene and Dan 
bringing the daughter of a Pensacola couple home from Haiti, where she was simply abandoned by 
relatives because they couldn’t care for her. 
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