
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location: Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2006    
 
Issue/description:   1. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 07/05/06 05:08PM/2 minutes News                    * 
    “Health Watch” report 
 
* Today’s report highlighted two new medical developments.  First was a report on a new drug, 
Chantix, designed to help smokers quit by reducing the craving and withdrawal symptoms from 
nicotine.  Next, we reported that heavy use of Acetaminophen – the main ingredient in Tylenol, 
Excedrin and other over-the-counter remedies – could be a possible cause of liver damage. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News - Dayside 07/12/06 11:15AM/5 minutes Public Affairs                  ** 
    "The Counselor’s In" 
 
** This is our bi-weekly series in which Mental Health counselors take viewer calls and answer 
questions and give advice on mental health topics.  In today’s segment, Susan Hughes of the Center 
for Personal and Family Development took calls on the issue of preventing mental health problems.  
The following is a list of selected other dates and topics for this weekly series: 
  07/19/06 “Diagnosis and treatment of bi-polar disorder” 
  08/09/06 “Avoiding depression” 
  08/23/06 “ADHD in children” 
09/06/06 Corporal Ron Hankinson of the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office discussed the new crisis 
intervention team on the streets to deal with mentally ill people who come into contact with law 
enforcement.  The program steers them into mental health treatment rather than incarceration. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/17/06 10:07PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
 
*** We reported on the rising number of people of color being diagnosed with melanoma, the most 
deadly form of skin cancer.  Experts say genetics and family history play a large role in cases in 
people of color, but that they also need to be concerned about their amount of exposure to the sun.  
Doctors stress that early detection is the key to effective diagnosis and treatment. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/19/06 06:01PM/2 minutes News                **** 
 
**** Following the President’s veto of a bill that would allow medical Stem Cell research, we 
interviewed local residents for their opinions.  Dr. Don Buckley, a family practitioner and a founding 
fellow of the Research Institute for the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Committee, agrees with the President.  He feels his oath to protect human life extends to protection 
against embryo destruction.  Ann Wilson, a victim of Multiple Sclerosis who runs a support group for 
MS patients in Pensacola, sees no conflict in being religious and supporting the research, when the 
embryos are not going to be used anyway. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/20/06 06:01PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
 
***** Congressman Jeff Miller has called for a feasibility study for the construction of a Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Okaloosa County, which is home to Eglin Air Force Base, the country’s 
largest air base, and Hurlburt Field, home of the Special Operations Command.  With an estimated 
110,000 veterans in the area, a V A Hospital could handle many health needs not currently served by 
the local clinic. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/27/06 06:01PM/2 minutes News             ****** 
 
****** Local health officials say the results of a new study are disappointing, but not surprising.  A 
2005 health assessment of Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties shows the rates of several diseases 
are up.  The health professionals who conducted this study say those without insurance are the ones 
contributing to higher rates of disease in both counties.  This panel's conclusion is that there's a 
direct correlation between these numbers and the number of people living in poverty.  Their lack of 
ability to get the primary care and medication associated with treatment, particularly for some of the 
chronic diseases, will continue to keep the disease rates high.  Without preventative care, and with 
the estimated costs of emergency care skyrocketing, the medical community is extremely concerned 
about how those costs really affect the poor.   
 
 
7. Straughn & Company 07/30/06 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ******* 
                              repeated on 09/10/06 09:00AM/30 minutes 

******* This month’s topic was “Mental Illness…A Community Issue”.  Our guests were Dr. John 
Bilbrey and Dr. David Josephs, both Psychologists with the Lakeview Center.  They discussed the 
growing number of mentally ill in the community, since most are now treated in the community 
instead of being institutionalized, and the need to have better access to treatment.  This issue has 
become a concern after the recent deaths of mentally ill inmates in the county jail.  A collaborative 
community effort is underway to get mentally ill inmates into treatment rather than incarceration.  
They also discussed mental health in teenagers, since suicide is now the number three cause of 
death in teens. 
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8. Straughn & Company 08/06/06 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ******** 
 
******** Our topic was “Skin Cancer”.  Melanoma (skin cancer) has been increasing over the past 
several decades due to increasing sun exposure.  Today’s guests, Dr. Allen Patton, Oncologist with 
Hematology-Oncology Associates, and Linda O’Neal, a melanoma survivor, discussed the early 
warning signs and the importance of early skin cancer detection, plus ways to avoid getting skin 
cancer.  (In an effort to make the public more aware of the dangers of sun exposure, WEAR-TV 
broadcasts the local UV index in all our weathercasts during all but the winter season.) 
 
 
9. In Focus 08/20/06 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 ********* 
 

********* This week we discussed ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder).  Our guests were 
Dr. Corey Wolff of the Wolff Center for Child and Adolescent Health, and Gail Patterson, a former 
School Psychologist now with the Wolff Center.  They discussed the clinical aspects of ADHD, the 
symptoms, and methods of diagnosis and treatment for the disorder.  Dr. Wolff noted the strong 
heredity factor … if one parent has ADHD, there is a 52% chance that their child will also have the 
disorder.  Dr. Wolff has dedicated much of his practice to helping families dealing with ADHD to lead 
better, more productive lives. 

 


