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ISSUE/description:  14. COASTAL CRISIS.  On April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon 

Oil Drilling Rig exploded in the Gulf of Mexico.  This was the 
beginning of what would become the worst environmental disaster in 
United States history.  
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Title     Date  Time/Duration  Program type   Description  
 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 08/06/14 05:00PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  * 
 
* Senator Bill Nelson announced August 6th that the Federal Government could announce as soon as 
Friday, regulations on how states can use restore act funds.  The restore act was signed into law two 
years ago.  Most of the money is expected to come from BP, estimated between 5-billion dollars to 17-
billion dollars, resulting from the Deepwater Horizon blowout in 2010, but BP is still on trial. 
But there's about 625-million dollars from BP subcontractor, Transocean that's been waiting to be 
distributed, because the Department of Treasury has not developed regulations on how the money can 
be spent.  When the restore act was signed into law, city and county leaders expected the money to flow 
immediately. But it never did, and city and county leaders have criticized the Federal Government's slow 
process in getting the money to states affected by the BP oil spill.  Now they finally have more clarity on 
when they'll receive that money.  Once those regulations are set, Gulf Coast Communities in Florida can 
begin funding projects aimed at restoring the ecosystem and economy.  Escambia County should receive 
about 10.5 million dollars from the Transocean settlement. But the biggest chunk of change will come 
from BP, that amount hasn't been decided.   The final phase in BP's trial is slated for next year and 
there's no telling how long the trial will last.  
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 09/04/14 10:00PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ** 
 
** A ruling handed down by a federal judge Thursday morning found BP's "reckless conduct" and "profit-
driven decisions" to be the cause of the 2010 Oil Spill.   The judge says BP bears 67% of the blame for 
the spill.  The drilling rig owner, Transocean, takes 30%.  And cement contractor Halliburton takes 3%.  
This decision potentially exposes BP to billions of dollars in penalties.  BP has already agreed to pay 
billions of dollars in criminal fines and compensation to people and businesses affected by the spill.  
County commissioner Grover Robinson says this ruling is good news for Escambia County … it could 
quadruple what BP has to pay in civil fines for polluting the Gulf.  BP had set aside $3.5 billion dollars for 
civil penalties.  But Thursday's decision could mean BP will likely pay much more than that amount.  
Robinson says if BP settles for $20 billion Escambia County could see a $210 million windfall.   But as far 
as what projects will get funded once the money comes in, that hasn't been decided.  It was just last 
month when the Department of Treasury came up with regulations on how the money will be spent. The 
projects must help local environments or local economies.  Robinson says the local RESTORE Act 
committee is drafting a plan for how the money will be spent.    
 
 
 
 


