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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2013 
 
ISSUE/description:    5. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1.   Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/23/13 06:00PM/2 minutes News                    * 
 

* Governor Rick Scott is proposing an across the board pay raise for teachers, something educators 
across Florida have been waiting to hear.  The proposed raise seems a strange move for Scott, who 
cut $1.3 billion from education in his first budget, and forced teachers to contribute 3% to the state 
pension.  We interviewed local teachers who enthusiastically support the proposal, saying the 
Governor is finally appreciative of their efforts.  And state Representatives from our area are not 
opposing the Governor’s plan, saying the bonuses will make up for the past cuts.  If the plan makes it 
through the budget process, the teachers will get a $2800 raise next year. 
 
 
2.   Facing Florida 01/27/13 02:07AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                           ** 
 

** Rick Scott cut a cool billion dollars from schools in his first budget, but now he wants to give 
teachers a raise to the tune of $480 million. It seems the Governor now feels schools are more 
important than he first thought. 
 
 
3.   3 in the Morning 01/30/13 05:34AM/2 minutes News                 *** 
 

*** Florida Senate President Don Gaetz says the state’s new teacher evaluation system isn’t working.  
The former Okaloosa County School Superintendent also says lawmakers should stop making major 
changes in the state’s schools until that plan and other key initiatives are fixed.  The Republican from 
Niceville spoke about education issues during an interview Monday in Fort Walton Beach.  He said the 
test-based evaluation system and a related performance pay plan are too complicated and fail to draw 
clear distinctions between the best and worst teachers. 
 
 
4.   Facing Florida 02/03/13 02:07AM /10 minutes Public Affairs                        **** 
 

**** Michael Bender of Bloomberg News covered the announcement today of Rick Scott’s third 
budget, and shared his thoughts about the Governor’s motivation for wanting to be seen as the savior 
of Florida’s schools.   
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5.   Channel 3 News at 5PM 02/25/13 05:02PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
 

***** Reporter Joe Douglass detailed the impact of the Sequestration process on area teachers.  If the 
cuts go through, authorities say the Escambia County School District has enough money set aside to 
get through this school year, but next year would be a problem.  Superintendent Malcolm Thomas 
expects the district would lose as much as three million dollars, and areas like special education, 
teacher training, and title one programs for low income students may be affected.  We interviewed 
parents and grandparents who are worried their children won’t receive a quality education.  We also 
talked with authorities with Santa Rosa and Okaloosa county schools who say they don’t believe cuts 
would be made until next year.  The NEA estimates the cuts would cost the jobs of about 2500 
teachers throughout Florida.  One good piece of news … Pell Grants for college students will be 
spared if Sequestration goes into effect. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/05/13 04:21PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                     ****** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
****** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on that issue.  Today’s issue was teacher raises: “Do you think every teacher in the state 
should get a $2500 raise?”  Governor Rick Scott delivered his third State of the State address today.  
He proposed giving every teacher in the state a 25-hundred dollar a year raise.  Scott says it's the 
best way to improve on the progress already seen in Florida schools.  The governor acknowledged 
that raises for all teachers may mean that a teacher doing a bad job gets rewarded.   But he says the 
state is now in a better position than ever before to reward good teachers and move bad teachers out 
of the classroom.  Scott says an investment in Florida teachers is an investment in Florida's future. 
Raises for 168,000 teachers would cost the state $480 million a year.    
 
 
7.   Channel 3 News at 4PM 03/15/13 04:33PM/2 minutes News            ******* 
 

******* Reporter Joe Douglass reported from Santa Rosa County about school resource officers.  
Santa Rosa has one at each High School, but no permanent presence at Middle and Elementary 
schools.  Escambia County has the officers at High Schools and Middle Schools, but only occasionally 
do they patrol Elementary schools.  State Senator Eleanor Sobel has introduced a bill called the 
“School Safety Act” that would allow local voters to create special districts that could raise money for 
school safety initiatives.  We interviewed several parents, all of whom supported the bill.  Okaloosa 
County started placing Resource Officers in every school in December after the massacre at Sandy 
Hook Elementary, but it’s been expensive.  The proposed bill would allow local communities to help 
fund the officers.  
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8. The Right Side with 03/23/13 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******** 
    Armstrong Williams 
 
******** This week’s program featured a profile and interview with the “Principal of the Year”. 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/27/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                 ********* 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
*********  Today’s issue was the quality of U.S. education: “Do you think public schools are providing a 
world class education?”  A new survey by Rasmussen Reports finds that most Americans don't 
believe children are getting a world class education in public schools.  Most agree that American 
schools should provide students with a top notch learning experience.... but few think that's 
happening.  The Rasmussen survey found that 67% of likely U.S. voters agree that "a world-class 
education is the single most important factor in determining whether our kids can compete for the best 
jobs and whether America can outcompete countries around the world."    19% disagree, while 
another 14% are not sure.  And only 20% of voters now think public schools provide a world-class 
education.  That's down from 26% in August 2011.   26-percent rate the performance of public 
schools in America as good or excellent.     
  
 
10.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/29/13 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                ********** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
**********  Today’s issue was teachers carrying guns: “Should Florida teachers be allowed to carry 
guns in school?”  Florida's House K-12 Education Subcommittee this week voted 10-3 in support of a 
bill that would give principals and school superintendents the power to select teachers and school 
employees who would carry concealed weapons on campus.   Schools would have a choice of either 
arming a school employee... or hiring a safety officer to carry a firearm.  The bill would *require the 
gun to remain on the employee's body throughout the school day, instead of being stored in a 
lockbox.  Employees would have to go through training before bringing a firearm to school.  But the 
Florida School Boards Association says the bill would place a “huge” liability on school systems.  The 
bill has a long way to go before passage.  It has to pass three more committees to get to the full 
house floor... and time is running out for committee meetings this session.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


