
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2007   
 
ISSUE/description:                2. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                   Description 
 
1.  Moore Safe Shores Daily 1 minute each Public Affairs                                        * 
  
* This continuing program was designed to prevent loss of life, from drowning, at Pensacola Beach, by locals 
and visitors alike who get caught in dangerous rip currents.  WEAR-TV, Pete Moore Chevrolet and the Santa 
Rosa Island Authority devised an education and awareness campaign designed to save lives.  This program 
continues during WEAR-TV’s "Three In The Morning" and "Dayside" news shows, where live flag condition 
reports air on a daily basis.   
 
 
2.  3 in the Morning 07/19/07 06:00AM/2 minutes News                                  ** 
 
** Our top story was the effect that the lower property tax rates will have on Public Safety, this time in Santa Rosa 
County, where county Commissioners have asked the Sheriff to keep next year’s budget at the current level.  
Sheriff Hall says he needs an extra 3 million dollars, or he will have to cut about 25 law enforcement officers. 
 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/25/07 06:00PM/2 minutes News                                 *** 
 
*** Property tax cuts have forced counties all over the state to cut their budgets.  In Okaloosa County, this could 
mean tourists will be helping finance public safety programs.  Beach safety and restoration are two vital parts of 
tourist development, so county leaders are looking at a variety of ways to save these services.  Public Safety 
Director Dino Villani is on a committee considering adding a fifth cent to the county’s bed tax to fund Lifeguards 
and Beach Restoration, that have had a high success rate with rescues and drowning preventions. 
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/30/07 10:08PM/2 minutes News                                    **** 
  
**** We conducted an informal poll of taxpayers in downtown Pensacola, to get their reaction to the state’s tax 
cuts and the resulting effects on local governments.  Most expressed the view that essential public safety 
services such as police, fire departments and lifeguards should not be cut to make up the shortfall.  We spoke 
with state representative Dave Murzin who echoed these feelings, and with state Senator Don Gaetz in Fort 
Walton Beach, who said the public safety was essential, and other overhead and administrative expenses 
should be cut instead. 
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ISSUE/description:                 2. PUBLIC SAFETY. Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
                                                                        .  
  

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
5.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 08/08/07 05:00PM/2 minutes News                                   ***** 
  
***** We reported live from the Escambia County Emergency Operations Center in Pensacola, where 
Emergency Medical Services crews have been responding to calls all day from people suffering from heat 
cramps, dehydration, stroke-like symptoms and heat exhaustion, due to the continuing heat wave in our area.  
We spoke with EMS workers who gave tips on how viewers could cope with the extreme heat conditions and 
prevent heat-related health problems. 
 
 
6.  American Crossroads 08/12/07 11:36PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                             ****** 
 
****** This week’s program focused on food and related product safety, with emphasis on recent issues with 
Chinese imports. 
 
 
7.  American Crossroads 08/26/07 11:36PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                           ******* 
 
******* WEAR’s Bob Solarski reported from New Orleans on the 2

nd
 anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, on how the 

city has recovered (or not) from the devastating storm.  He also covered insurance issues and other disaster-
related concerns, including governmental progress in storm-recovery planning. 
 
 
8.  In Focus 09/16/07 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                                 ******** 
 
******** Our guests were Buck Lee, Executive Director of the Santa Rosa Island Authority, and Bob West, 
Director of Public Safety for the S.R.I.A.  They discussed this past summer season on the island, and West 
noted that lifeguards performed only 220 rescues this summer…the average is 400 per season.  They also 
discussed plans for providing Public Safety needs during the coming years as the island grows ever more 
popular with tourists and the increasing population of retirees, along with an increasing local support population. 
 
 
9.  American Crossroads 09/16/07 11:36PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                               ********* 
 
********* This week’s program featured a follow-up on the Minneapolis bridge tragedy, examining more closely 
our national funding priorities and the overall state of our bridges and highways.  We discussed whether 
government is providing enough money to keep our highways in optimal, safe condition, plus funding for 
expansion and new highway projects.  We reported on the condition of bridges in the Northwest Florida 
counties, some of which do not meet state safety standards. 
 
10.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 09/26/07 06:03PM/2 minutes News                            ********** 
  
********** In an interview with Bob West, Public Safety Director for the Santa Rosa Island Authority, he noted that 
the U.S. Lifesaving Association had named Pensacola Beach as having one of the finest beach safety systems 
in Florida.  The last drowning here was two years ago, and the Beach now has a new safety record to uphold. 
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