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Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2013     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  The continuing effects of the latest 

Presidential election; Florida’s controversial Governor; local and state 
political issues; partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 07/03/13 05:03PM/2 minutes News                   * 
 
* We reported that many local businesses are applauding the delay of the Affordable Care Act’s 
employer-provided insurance requirements.  They’re saying the Act would drive up expenses, causing 
them to cut back on expansion and hire only part-time employees to circumvent the Act.  But critics say 
the delay is a purely political move, with both sides hoping to gain favor with voters. 
 
 
2. The Right Side with 07/13/13 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 ** 
     Armstrong Williams 
 
** This week, guests Elroy Sailor, Founder and CEO of the J.C. Watts Companies, and Raffi Williams, 
Deputy Press Secretary of the Republican National Committee, discussed outreach into the Black 
Community in efforts to recruit voters to the Republican Party.  
 
 
3.  Facing Florida 08/11/13 02:06AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                *** 
 
*** Our political panel discussed term limits and how they have empowered lobbyists, staff and 
leadership in the State Capitol.  Also, the group that is conducting the sit-in at the Capitol said it is 
prepared to stay for "40 days and 40 nights" and perhaps a whole lot longer. We heard from the leader 
what is driving this "experiment in democracy". 
 

 

4.  Channel 3 News 1
st
 at Four 08/14/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
**** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on that issue.  Today’s issue was voter confidence: “Do you believe the country is heading in the right 
direction?”   Twenty-nine percent (29%) of likely U.S. voters say the country is heading in the right 
direction.  That's according to a new Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey.  That's up a couple 
points over the past few weeks.  Voter confidence reached a low last January ... and again last month at 
26%.   Confidence in the country's direction rose steadily last fall, peaking at a high of 43% the week just 
before Election Day.  It's been gradually decreasing ever since.  Sixty-four percent (64%) of voters think 
the country is heading down the wrong track now. 
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5.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 08/22/13 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                      ***** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
***** Today’s issue was Voter IDs:  “Do you think it's right to require someone to purchase an ID in order 
to vote?”  Voting is a right in this country … a free right.  Charging people a fee before they vote ... a "poll 
tax"... was ruled illegal a long time ago.  But what if you require a voter to have something ... like an ID ... 
before they vote?  And it costs a few bucks to get that ID?  Is that essentially a poll tax?  U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder says it is ... and he's not alone.  That is the heart of a lawsuit the federal government 
has just filed against the State of Texas and its voting laws.  The U.S. government also claims that Texas 
adopted a voter identification law with the purpose of denying or restricting the right to vote on account of 
race, color or membership in a language minority group.  A federal court last year blocked the Texas 
voter ID law, saying the measure would have an adverse impact on racial minorities.   The Texas law 
requires government-issued photo identification before voting.   The three-judge panel, comprised of two 
republicans and a democrat, wrote “simply put, many Hispanics and African-Americans who voted in the 
last election will, because of the burdens imposed by S.B. 14, likely be unable to vote in the next election 
According to Texas numbers, between 4% and 6% of all registered voters in the state lack the required 
form of ID.  And in Texas, as in other states, such voters are disproportionately likely to be black or 
Hispanic, studies have shown.  Holder says the lawsuit marks another step in the effort to protect voting 
rights of all eligible Americans.  
 
6. Channel 3 News at 10PM 08/22/13 10:55PM/2 minutes News             ****** 
 

****** The federal government is trying to give states money to expand Medicaid, and get more low-
income Americans to have government health insurance.   "It's an infusion of money to get more people 
on the rolls.  Political scientist Daniel Skinner is writing a book on Healthcare and Politics, and he says 
the answer to who pays for Medicaid expansion is easy … taxpayers.  The question of whether or not 
states should accept all that money is more complicated.  The federal government will pay for 100% of 
the cost of that expansion for the first 3 years, and phase that down to 90% by 2022.  Currently, federal 
dollars cover 63% of Medicaid.  Skinner says it’s impossible to predict the total cost of the expansion 
because each state is different.  Six months before the Medicaid expansion program was set to take 
effect, 24 states had accepted the plan, 21 had rejected it, and 6 were still considering their options.  A 
wide range of special interest groups are supporting the expansion.  Hospitals, business groups and 
advocates for the mentally ill see it as a good idea.  Some Republican governors have accepted this part 
of “Obamacare” because they argue that if the money is not spent in their state, the federal government 
will just send it to the state next door.  Opponents say it will expand Medicaid to cover able-bodied adults 
who don’t qualify for the aid. 

 
7.  Facing Florida 08/25/13 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******* 
 
******* Democratic strategist Steve Schale discussed what went wrong for Allie Braswell. He's the CFO 
candidate who lasted just four days before past bankruptcies forced him out.  Sen. Bob McKnight profiled 
Mallory Horne, the only person to ever serve as House Speaker and Senate President, in this week’s 
Quorum call.  Progress Florida's Damien Filer discussed the bashing of "Health Navigators" by Governor 
Rick Scott and the state Cabinet.  We concluded with Pete Dunbar, former State Representative, former 
Chief of Staff to Governor Bob Martinez, and one of the most knowledgeable people in Florida politics.  
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8.  Facing Florida 09/15/13 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs         ******** 
 
******** Screven Watson discussed the Florida Democrats’ circular firing squad and public battle for 
leadership. 
 

9.  Channel 3 News 1
st
 at Four 09/19/13 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                ********* 

     “Your Three Cents” 
********* Today’s issue was a government shutdown: “Do you support shutting down the federal 
government to slow or stop healthcare reform?”   House Republicans have tried 40 times in the past  
couple years to shut down the President's healthcare reform efforts.  Now they're threatening to shut 
down the government if the Affordable Care Act is not gutted.  The House on Friday will vote on a short-
term government funding bill that will include a provision to defund "Obamacare."  If it does pass the 
House, the bill will surely die in the Senate, or be killed by the President with a veto.  And if the bill dies, 
the rest of the bill that would keep the government operating, would die with it.  If lawmakers can't work 
out a compromise, many functions of the federal government will be shut down indefinitely on Oct. 1.  
Federal agencies have already been instructed to make plans.  But a shutdown could have big 
consequences, and even some "Obamacare" opponents don't believe a shutdown is a good way to go.  
Many worry it could weaken an already modest economic recovery ... and many federal offices, 
programs, museums and parks would be shuttered.  And even if there is a shutdown, the Congressional 
Research Service says the Affordable Care Act would probably move forward anyway. 
 
10.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 09/19/13 10:00PM/2 minutes News      ********** 
 
********** Tonight’s “Waste Watch” report focused on the Gulf Breeze city council voting to increase 
property taxes for the next budget year.  Many residents were saying it was just to support the golf course 
at Tiger Point, so we interviewed City Manager Buzz Eddy to find out if it was just politics for the well-
heeled.  Eddy said the money would go to street resurfacing and more activities at the community center, 
and the council was just responding to citizen input.  He pointed out that the golf course is funded by the 
South Santa Rosa Utility customers, who could be seeing rate increases in the future. 
 
 
11.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 09/23/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *11 

     “Your Three Cents” 
*11 Today’s issue was a government shutdown: “Do you agree with a plan to cut $39-billion from the 
Food Stamp program?”  The U.S. House voted Thursday 217-210 to cut $39 billion from the 
"Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program" over 10 years.  That's the program that provides Food 
Stamps to millions of Americans.  But the house bill may not pass the Senate, which had approved much 
smaller cuts, and the President will veto any large cuts to food stamps.  The Congressional Budget Office 
said nearly 4 million people would be removed from the food stamp program under the House bill starting 
next year, then about 3 million a year thereafter.  A Census Bureau report released last week found that 
the program had kept about 4 million people above the poverty level and had prevented millions more 
from sinking further into poverty.  But the cost of food stamps has exploded over the past decade.  The 
Department of Agriculture says the program served 17 million people in 2001 at a cost of just over $15 
billion.   By June of this year, 47.8 million people were enrolled, and annual costs were about $75 billion. 
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12.  Channel 3 News Dayside 09/24/13 11:00AM/3 minutes News               *12 
 
*12 We gave the details of the looming shutdown of the federal government.  By law, Congress must 
pass a budget before September 30

th
, the end of the fiscal year.  But the concern is about politics and 

the ability of our system to compromise and move forward on the legislation.  A shutdown would not 
mean full paralysis … the Postal Service would still deliver mail, airport security checkpoints would be 
manned, the IRS would still collect taxes, and Social Security checks would likely go out on time.  But 
other federal payments would be halted, non-essential government employees would be furloughed, 
national parks and museums would close, and applications for federal housing and student loans would 
see a backlog.  The last time we had a shutdown, it cost taxpayers 1.4 billion dollars.  And this is just 
political positioning for the bigger battle to come … the debt ceiling.  If Congress doesn’t move to raise 
that ceiling, the nation’s economic recovery could halt, or even reverse course. 
 
 
13.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 09/29/13 04:23PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *13 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
*13 Today’s issue was blame for the government shutdown: “Who would you blame if the federal 
government goes into partial shutdown?”  With a partial shut-down of the federal government looming, 
the most recent poll find that more Americans will blame Republicans in Congress than the President.  A 
CNN poll released today finds that 60-percent of Americans believe settling the budget dispute is more 
important than cutting funds for healthcare reform.  34-percent believe blocking the Affordable Care Act 
is more important.  That same survey found that 46 percent of Americans would blame Republicans in 
Congress for a shutdown, while 36 percent would blame the President.  13 percent said they would 
blame both.  And 38-percent of Republicans polled would also blame Republicans for the problem. 
                       
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


