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ISSUE/description:    3. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining the 
proper balance between development and protection of resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type           Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/04/06 10:07PM/2 minutes News                         *  
 
* We reported on the IRS giving a tax credit of $3,400 to individuals who purchase hybrid cars, which 
have both gasoline and electric motors, for personal use.  The credit is effective until the automaker 
has sold 60,000 hybrids. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/05/06 06:02PM/3minutes News                 ** 
 

** Forces of nature are battling over Pensacola Beach, and researchers are trying to figure out which 
one will prevail.  Serious erosion and natural restoration are occurring at the same time.  Hurricane 
Ivan destroyed protective dunes on the barrier island.  But, Dr. Chris Houser of UWF's Environmental 
Studies Department says the sand was not completely washed away, it was just relocated from the 
Gulf side to the Sound side.  He said the hurricanes, historically, have not changed the volume of the 
island. The hurricanes seem to move it back a little.  That's when north winds from winter weather 
events, do some good and bad, mainly in the undeveloped parts of the beach.  The cold front winds 
bring the sand back to the island and build up a dune. At the same time, the waves of the cold front 
are eating away the supply of sand.  With a 50-thousand dollar grant from the National Seashore, 
Houser and a handful of others will study where the eroded sand goes in the sound.  The goal is to 
find out how the island responds to hurricanes, and, Houser says, maybe more importantly, the after 
effects.  UWF will conduct a similar study on barrier islands off the Mississippi coast.  The project on 
Pensacola Beach is set to begin in about a week, and will take about five months to complete. 

 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/10/06 10:07PM/2 minutes News                      ***  
 

*** The latest step in returning the U.S.S Oriskany to Pensacola is removing or minimizing any toxins 
that might harm the environment.  Plans call for sinking the ship in the Gulf of Mexico creating an 
artificial reef.  Tonight, the EPA and the U.S. Navy held a public meeting to inform citizens about the 
removal of PCB's from the old aircraft carrier.  An estimated 700 pounds of PCB's remain on the 
vessel, but the inactive ship program manager says it is mostly in the electrical cable, so there is no 
unreasonable risk to human or marine life.  The EPA must approve the Navy's actions before the 
ship in sunk.  Written comments will be accepted for another 30 days.  EPA invites interested parties 
to review and comment on the draft approval and application materials today through January 19, 
2006.  
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4.  3 in the Morning 01/11/06 09:06AM/6 minutes News                     ****  
 
**** Area farmers could get a new cash crop if plans for a new fuel source become a reality. 
This week, Santa Rosa county is expected to start using "Bio Diesel" in its vehicles, 
and a new study shows a processing plant for the fuel could be successful.  Mark Casson needs a 
buys fuel from T-Gill fuels, one of the few places that sells "Bio Diesel", an alternative fuel produced 
from a variety of crops that can be grown right here in the Florida panhandle.  Casson chooses this 
slightly higher priced fuel to help lessen our dependence on other countries and to help improve the 
environment.  Some mechanics say cars will last longer because bio-diesel is cleaner burning.  It's a 
fuel source that's caught the attention of Bob Cole, not because he's a mechanic but because of his 
other job...as county commissioner.   He anticipates that this week the county will begin using a bio-
diesel blend in some of its vehicles.  Also this week a preliminary report from the Haas Center says a 
bio-diesel producing plant would be feasible in Santa Rosa County.  Cole believes such a plant would 
an economic boon...buying directly from American farmers, lessening our dependency on foreign 
oils, and improving the air quality.   
In a second story, we reported that the beach renourishment project in Okaloosa and Walton 
Counties has been put on hold...again.  Officials have been trying to start the 7 mile project for years. 
Lawsuits from some homeowners have held up the project, saying they didn't want the project 
because the new sand will be public land.  Court rulings have allowed the project to continue, but 
now it has been pushed back a couple of weeks because of the presence of gulf sturgeon and 
dredging in the Destin Pass.  Lindey Chabot, Destin Grants Manager, says the homeowners 
challenging the project have filed another appeal to be heard next month in Tallahassee. 
And we reported that a coastal watchdog group is undergoing some big changes in 2006.  The 
Pensacola Gulf CoastKeepers has changed its name to Emerald CoastKeeper, Incorporated.  
Members monitor waterways from Pensacola to Panama City and feel the new name more 
accurately portrays what waterways they keep an eye on.  Taylor Kirschenfeld, the new 
CoastKeeper, said the goal of CoastKeepers is to protect and improve water quality, and they have 
some great ideas about some new potential projects and initiatives this year to try to meet their goals 
and objectives.  Those new initiatives include creating a CoastKeeper Airforce to monitor waterways. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/20/06 06:06PM/2 minute News                   *****  
 

***** Environmentalists are angry Florida is proposing to downgrade the protected status of eagles 
and manatees.  The Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission says both species are doing so well, they 
no longer need to be in the same categories.  Environmentalists say the decision may be based more 
on politics than science.  Eric Draper with the Audubon Society says as far as eagles go, any change 
could erase the progress that's been made.  The Florida Fish & wildlife commission says it will 
require a comprehensive management plan before agreeing to any change in status so eagle and 
manatee populations don't backslide.  F.W.C. will also take public input on the proposals before 
issuing a final ruling in June. 
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6.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/01/06 10:06PM/2 minutes News                  ******  
 

****** Two senators have introduced a bill that would permanently ban oil and gas drilling off Florida's 
shores.  The bill, by Democrat Bill Nelson and Republican Mel Martinez, is called "The Permanent 
Protection for Florida Act."  It would create a no-drilling zone at least 260 miles off Florida's west 
coast.  The law would also keep drilling 150 miles off the panhandle and the east coast.  Senators 
Martinez and Nelson say, drilling in the Gulf poses a threat to Florida's environment, tourism and 
military missions.  Current moratoriums prohibiting drilling expire in 2012, and the agreement 
forbidding drilling in the area of the eastern Gulf known as "Lease Sale 181" expires next year. 

In our second story, a federal wildlife report says that a booming South Florida no longer has enough 
room for Florida panthers.  The U-S Fish and Wildlife Service has released the Florida Panther 
Recovery Plan. It says there isn't enough habitat to bring the big cats back from the brink of 
extinction, so some of them will be moved to other states so they can build new colonies. Those 
places include wilderness areas in Georgia and Arkansas.  The goal is to have three colonies of at 
least 240 panthers each, half of them female, maintaining that level for at least 14 years. The plan 
says that could happen by 2051.  Wildlife officials will hold extensive public hearings and coordinate 
with state agencies before any final decisions are made.  They estimate there are about 80 panthers 
left in the wild, almost all confined to the state. 

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 5PM 02/09/06 05:03PM/2 minutes News                ******* 
 

******* A new environmental group points to concerns like those surrounding the Saulfey Landfill for 
poor air quality in this region.  Tonight was the inaugural meeting of the Bay Area Safe Air Coalition.  
Group leaders say their goal is to drastically reduce toxic emissions in Escambia and Santa Rosa 
counties.  When it comes to the amount of those releases, a national ranking is nothing to brag 
about.  Escambia County ranks 9th out of more than 3,000 in the United States for all releases.  For 
air releases, the county still ranks 16th out of more than 3,000 cities in the United States.  The 
coalition is partnering with similar groups in the area and is open to new members.  

 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/15/06 10:06PM/2 minutes News               ******** 
 

******** Governor Jeb Bush is moving a key parcel of Santa Rosa County land to the top of his 
Florida Forever list.  The state will buy and conserve 19-hundred acres of land bordering the 
northeast corner of Whiting Field.  The land had been submitted to Florida Forever by county officials 
four years ago in an effort to preserve the future of the military base.  Commissioner Don Salter says 
once the private property in the area is appraised, the state will start negotiating with individual 
owners on its sale. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/16/06 06:03PM/3 minutes News              ********* 
 

********* A Pensacola superfund site has been at the center of a long debate... with people who live 
around the site calling for contaminated soil to be removed.  Today, the Environmental Protection 
Agency announced its final clean-up plan for Mount Dioxin.  The contaminated soil will remain at the 
site.  The plan calls for the excavation of another 310-thousand cubic yards of contaminated soil, 
from both the site and surrounding off-site properties.  All of the soil, including Mount Dioxin, will then 
be buried on site, in lined cells with a multi-layer cap over the top, which will accommodate future 
commercial use of the property.  The plan also calls for relocating at least another ten homes around 
the site.  The group Citizens Against Toxic Exposure, outspoken for removing the soil instead of 
capping the site, is reviewing the final plan.. and is not ready to comment.  The entire plan is 
available for public viewing at the West Florida Regional Library on Gregory Street in downtown 
Pensacola. 

In a second story, beach managers in Walton County are waiting for the Gulf waters to smooth out, 
so they can begin a multi-million dollar beach renourishment project.  The equipment needed to 
renourish Walton and Okaloosa Counties beaches is now in place, ready to begin when the weather 
cooperates.  The work is expected to take 150 days to complete.  Officials say repairing the beaches 
will help protect buildings from any storm surge during the upcoming hurricane season. 

 
 
10. 3 in the Morning 02/20/06 06:33AM/5 minutes News            ********** 
 

********** Mercury testing of fish caught during last summer's Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo 
indicates there could be a problem with fish and shellfish described by federal experts as the main 
sources of mercury exposure to humans.  The testing by the advocacy group Oceana found 14 of 30 
species with mercury at higher levels than is deemed safe for consumption by some states, but levels 
were low in some frying-pan favorites, including a species of snapper, flounder and mahi-mahi.  
Mercury occurs naturally in the environment, but it's also released into the air through industrial 
pollution, accumulating in streams and oceans, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration says. 
Transformed in the water into methylmercury, fish absorb the contaminant as they feed.  The fishing 
rodeo at Dauphin Island gave Oceana scientists a rare chance to sample 190 fish from 30 species in 
the Gulf of Mexico caught in an area from Louisiana to south of Apalachicola, Fla., as far south as St. 
Petersburg.  Their findings, based on samples tested in labs in Pascagoula, Miss., and Colorado, 
were released Wednesday, expanding on what other marine life experts already know about the 
mercury threat.  The rodeo study provided new data on species like dolphin (mahi-mahi), flounder 
and tripletail, which have low levels because of their short life spans, said University of South 
Alabama marine scientist Dr. Bob Shipp, who helped coordinate the study.  The results of the study 
have been shared with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management and other agencies.  
Shipp hopes the study will be repeated at the rodeo in July so that year-to-year data can be 
collected.  
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11. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/20/06 06:06PM/4 minutes News           *********** 
 
*********** Some environmentalists are urging citizens to air their concerns with them.  The Bay Area 
Safe Air Coalition is hosting Bucket Brigades in Pensacola.  These are workshops training residents 
to take samples of the air to see if it's clean.  All that’s needed is a bucket, a bag and a vacuum. 
The samples are sent to a laboratory and tested for up to eighty different toxic gases.   
In a second story, we reported that trash lines the roads in Santa Rosa County.  From electronics to 
old couches, it's choking ditches, and litter curbs prosperity as the county tries to lure new 
businesses.  Commissioners are vowing an all out war against litter.  They've approved working with 
the Berrydale minimum security prison where at least 10 prisoners a week will pick up trash.   
Sheriff Wendell Hall is now hiring three full-time deputies to focus on litter laws.  Hall says after the 
hurricanes, dumping construction debris has become a bigger problem and he warns those people 
could face a $500 fine.   
We also reported that after weeks of delay, new sand is finally being pumped onto the beaches of 
Sandestin and eventually west into Okaloosa County.  The beach renourishment project has been 
delayed by rough Gulf waters, but now the ship is now in place, pumping tons of sand onto the 
beach.  Project managers say it will better protect properties from the upcoming storm season.   
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/26/06 10:02PM/3 minutes News          ************ 
 

************ A Moundville, Alabama, plant that used to turn out chemicals is now producing thousands 
of gallons of fuel a month from an unusual source -- soybean oil.  Owner Ray Lowery of Alabama 
Biodiesel Corporation thinks he might have hit a gusher; one that spouts potential.  For nearly seven 
months, Lowery's 10 employees at Alabama Biodiesel have been producing a clean-burning fuel that 
acts as a substitute for conventional diesel in cars, trucks and equipment such as tractors.  Lowery is 
selling his soybean-derived fuel to country singer Willie Nelson, who sells his BioWillie brand across 
the country.  Other Alabama Biodiesel customers include Hager Oil of Jasper, which recently began 
selling biodiesel for the Birmingham International Airport's vehicle fleet, and several distributors in 
Florida.  Lowery says nationally the response has been positive, adding that more than 90 percent of 
his customers are outside Alabama.  Lowery and others think the timing is right for this company.  
With President Bush promoting development of more alternative fuel facilities, Alabama Biodiesel is 
poised for growth as folks seek to cut dependence on foreign oil.  Jim Price, executive director of 
Central Alabama Clean Cities in Birmingham, says biodiesel, along with ethanol-based fuels, have a 
lot of potential.  Price's agency is sponsored by the U-S- Department of Energy to promote alternative 
fuel sources.  Alabama Agriculture Commissioner Ron Sparks recently urged companies to use 
biodiesel to power vehicles and machinery that use diesel fuel.  Sparks' office provided a grant to 
help the Moundville plant start production.  Sparks said it’s extremely important to develop alternative 
fuels that will make us less dependent on foreign oil.  Alabama Biodiesel's refinery is producing 
several thousand gallons of biodiesel a day. 
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13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/02/06 06:02PM/3 minutes News        ************* 
 

************* A barge that washed ashore on Perdido Key in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina has 
tested positive for a number of contaminants.  Escambia County Chief of Marine Resources Robert 
Turpin received a report earlier this week from the barge owner's insurance company that contained 
the alarming data.  He says people should stay away from the barge to avoid coming in contact with 
any of the contaminants, including a herbicide that can be absorbed by the skin.  The owner of the 
barge was cited by county code enforcement last week for a number of violations and has ten days to 
respond to the notice.  At this point no one can say when the barge will be removed. 

 
 
14. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/08/06 10:01PM/2 minutes News       ************** 
 
************** A bill to open up vast areas of the Gulf to new drilling passed the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee today.  The measure, sponsored by Senator Pete Domenici, would 
bring gas and oil rigs as close as 100 miles from Pensacola beaches and open 4.5 million acres in 
the eastern Gulf to drilling.  Florida Senators Bill Nelson and Mel Martinez oppose the bill.  They want 
to keep rigs 150 miles from beaches and create a 250 mile buffer in an area the military uses for 
training.  13 pubic hearings will be held on the drilling issue, but not one is scheduled to be held in 
Florida.  Sen. Mel Martinez, (R) Florida said it was incredibly arrogant of the Department of Interior to 
set these hearings in places where they would hear what they want to hear.  Senators Martinez and 
Nelson says they will do whatever it takes to kill Domenici's bill. 
 
 
15. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/09/06 10:03PM/2 minutes News     *************** 
 

*************** The state is telling salvage yard operators to make sure their businesses are 
environmentally friendly.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection hosted a "Compliance 
Assistance Program" seminar today.  A handful of auto-recyclers learned the need and benefits of 
recycling vehicles in a safe manner.  If not disposed of properly, auto batteries, oil, tires, and other 
chemical-based items can seep into the ground and eventually into drinking water.  Florida Auto 
Dismantlers and Recyclers Association president Jim Butler says the business owners will share 
what they learned with others in the industry.  They want to make a difference in their environment, 
they want to improve their image, they want to be good neighbors, and they want to make a long term 
improvement in our environment.  The association is pushing legislation that would give auto-
recyclers incentives to remove the items and turn them in.  

In a second story, we reported that Santa Rosa County had hired Weeks Marine to fulfill their $15 
million beach renourishment project, but the company is currently working on Pensacola Beach 
renourishment, and won’t be able to start on Navarre Beach until April 10

th
.  They promise to have 

the work completed by May 31
st
, one day before the start of the 2006 Hurricane Season. 
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16. Channel 3 News at 5PM 03/13/06 05:06PM/1 minute News    **************** 
 
**************** Floridians will get a say in the government's offshore drilling plan.  The Minerals 
Management Service will now hold a public hearing in Tallahassee, next month, on its 2007-2012 
proposed oil and gas leasing program.  Last week, the agency released a schedule of hearings that 
excluded Florida, saying the state's shores were not affected.  But Florida Senators Bill Nelson and 
Mel Martinez say drilling in the Gulf of Mexico could pollute beaches and jeopardize military training 
missions.  Floridians can mail comments and questions on the drilling plan to the Minerals 
Management Service.  
 
 
17. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/17/06 06:03PM/2 minutes News   ***************** 
 

***************** For more than five years, a group of Okaloosa County residents has been pushing to 
dam a local river. Federal engineers studied the idea and two years ago said it was feasible to build a 
dam on the Yellow River near Crestview, to provide the area with water.  But the environmental 
impact from the dam could equal or be greater than the construction costs.  The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District is currently looking at alternatives to give the county all the different long 
range aspects of environmental constructability and sustainability of the aquifer.  But Citizens for 
Water Conservation says saltwater intrusion and the growing population is depleting the aquifer.  
They insist that a dam on the river is the answer.  The county supports the damming of the river, but 
must make sure all other options have been exhausted before construction could start. 

 

18. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/24/06 06:00PM/6 minutes News ****************** 
 

****************** Friday, the 24th and latest dead dolphin washed ashore in the Choctawhatchee Bay 
this year.  It’s a sharp increase compared to recent years, and for leaders with the Emerald Coast 
Wildlife Refuge, its reason to be concerned.  Right now, no one really seems to understand why so 
many dolphins are winding up dead on area beaches.  Data is being collected to send off to various 
laboratories to determine what's going on.  It will take some time before the test are completed; until 
then, volunteers will continue to comb local beaches looking for more dolphin carcasses. 

In a second report, the State of Alabama bought nearly four thousand acres of land along the 
Perdido River to protect it from development.  The forested land, purchased from International Paper, 
is in Baldwin County along the state line and stretches for miles along the river to near Gatewood on 
the south end.  Baldwin County is the state's fastest growing county, with areas once covered by 
farms being turned into subdivisions and golf courses.  
We also reported that the Escambia County Utilities Authority is currently rehabilitating and replacing 
on of the existing Wastewater Treatment Plants on Pensacola Beach, with a goal to finish the project 
before the start of the tourist season.      
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19. Good Morning America 03/27/06 07:00AM/5 minutes News                    ******************* 
 
******************* Beginning today, ABC presented a special series of reports titled “Hot Zone: The 
Reality and Risks of Global Warming”.  After decades of debating whether the planet is warming, 
there is now no disagreement among scientists that the earth’s temperature is in fact increasing.  
This special series on climate change continued on all ABC News programming (all aired by WEAR-
TV), including “Good Morning America”, “This Week”, “World News Tonight”, “Nightline” and “ABC 
News Now”. 
 
 
20. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/27/06 10:07PM/5 minutes News                  ******************** 
 

******************** Sand is finally pumping onto Navarre Beach.  Weeks Marine put in a 2,200 foot 
pipe, which will move sand from offshore onto 2.7 million yards of the beach.  It's the first step in the 
beach renourishment process, which has been plagued by delays.  The process will take four to five 
months to complete.  

In another report, for years Fort Walton Beach residents have been virtually free do with as they 
please with their trees in their yards. The only real protection the city had was designed to prevent 
entire lots of trees from being wiped away for new development.  Now, some say a tougher ordinance 
is needed.  City Councilman Jim Tucker has offered a proposal would protect trees at earlier ages 
and even require replacement trees be planted when approved trees are cut down.  People who 
support the changes to the Fort Walton Beach tree ordinance say they've seen the difference a 
strong ordinance can make in other communities and they'd like to see that kind of change here at 
home.  Several members of the development community declined to comment on this story, saying 
the ordinance could improve property values, but also make it tougher to develop some properties.  
The proposal will get its first reading before the Fort Walton Beach City Council at Tuesday's 
meeting.  

In a 3
rd

 story, we reported that spring water in environmentally friendly packaging is coming to 
northwest Florida.  The makers of Biota Spring Water say their bottles are made from a corn-based 
material.  The bottles hold their shape on the shelf, but put them in a commercial composting 
situation -- with heat, humidity, and bacteria -- and they break down completely within three months. 
The company is studying how the bottles degrade in normal landfills.  Another benefit, if the bottle is 
in a fire, it burns clean, without emitting toxic chemicals. 
And finally, the Gulf of Mexico is the focus of a summit this week in Corpus Christi, Texas.  Almost 
four-hundred invited participants, from government, organizations, and the scientific community, will 
discuss issues of public health, the economy, and the environment.  Summit organizers want to 
create greater awareness of conservation, resource management, and economic outlook, in order to 
ensure a sustainable quality of life for future generations. 
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