
 

TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2013     
 
ISSUE/description:    3. THE ECONOMY.  The recent banking, investment and housing 

foreclosure crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 
Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes 
on our local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
1.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  01/01/13 04:23PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                           * 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on that issue.  Today’s issue was the minimum wage:   “Do you think the minimum wage is 
too high, too low, or just about right?”  Minimum wage workers in Florida get a 12 cent per hour raise 
today.  In fact, nearly a million Americans in ten states will see raises in their next pay check 
because of increases in the minimum wage.  Nine out of those ten states have automatic 
adjustments to account for a yearly cost-of-living hike.  The federal minimum has been $7.25 an hour 
since 2009 ... that amounts to about 15-thousand dollars a year.  That's thousands below the federal 
poverty level for a family of four.  Even with the state raises today... workers will only see an extra 
190 to 410 dollars a year.  Supporters of raising the minimum wage to something more livable say 
the extra pay would stimulate the economy since these workers would spend more.  Opponents say 
an increase costs jobs, and slows hiring.     
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 5PM  01/03/13 05:00PM/2 minutes News                 ** 
  
** We reported on a new plan in the works for the empty “Pensacola Technology Campus”.  The site 
is just south of the Pensacola Bay Center, and was cleared in 2011 with the goal of attracting high-
paying technology jobs.  It’s been empty since then.  Reporter Bill Pearson investigated the project 
and said the problem is because of the struggling economy and a changing attitude within the 
technology industry.  We interviewed Pensacola Mayor Ashton Hayward about the new approach 
needed to utilize this property. 
 
 
3. This Week 01/06/13 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                *** 
 
*** Today’s discussion concerned the fiscal cliff.  Our guests were Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), 
Senate Minority Leader; Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND); Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-TX); Rep. Tom Cotton 
(R-AR); Gwen Ifill, Moderator and Managing Editor of PBS’ “Washington Week”: Robert Reich, 
former Clinton Labor Secretary and Professor of Public Policy at U C Berkeley; and Greta Van 
Susteren, FOX News Anchor. 
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4.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  01/09/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was opinion on the future:   “.   Do you think today's children will have a better life 
than their parents?”  A Gallup poll released last week finds a lot of pessimism about the future.  More 
than a thousand adults were asked about their predictions for the coming year ... and beyond.  A 
majority believed taxes would be going up this year ... the crime rate would rise ... inflation and 
employment would become bigger problems ... and that the U.S. would lose some of its "power" in 
world affairs.  They were also asked how likely they thought it was that today's youth would have a 
better life than their parents.  50 percent said it would be unlikely ... while 49 percent said it would be 
likely.  Just four years ago, the same survey found that 66 percent of Americans were optimistic that 
their children would fare better than their parents ... and only 33 percent said it was unlikely.    
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 6PM  01/09/13 06:00PM/2 minutes News             ***** 
  
***** We interviewed the winner of Downtown Pensacola’s 2012 Business Challenge, who is now 
doing quite well at their Palafox Street location.  Other entrepreneurs who took part in the challenge 
are also seeing success.  Larry Strain of the Small Business Development Center spoke about how 
his organization helps lend expertise to new businesses.  Quint Studer, who created the Challenge 
and provided the business location as the grand prize, said he would like to see another round of the 
Challenge, saying the effort benefits everyone involved.  
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  01/30/13 04:21PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                    ****** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today’s issue was the Pensacola YMCA:  “Do you agree with plans to relocate the Pensacola 
YMCA to the Maritime Park?”  The Board of Directors at the Pensacola YMCA has voted to move 
forward with plans to relocate their facility to the new Maritime Park.  Quint and Rishy Studer, owners 
of the Pensacola Blue Wahoos baseball team, pledged five million dollars for the project this month.  
The donation hinges on getting the necessary approval from the city and the Community Maritime 
Park Board.... and the "Y" raising another 5 million in matching money.  "Y" board members sent a 
letter to the city this week saying they are ready to negotiate.  The ten million dollar facility would 
occupy a lot that was intended for a maritime museum... an idea that was scrapped when the 
University of West Florida backed out. The YMCA has been in their building on Palafox Street since 
1951.  As a non-profit organization, the "Y" would not pay any property taxes... but the maritime 
museum that was originally planned wouldn't have paid them either.     
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7.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  02/05/13 04:18PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                  ******* 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was the online sales tax:  “Do you believe Florida should collect sales tax on 
online purchases?”  Florida could soon join the line of other states trying to get online retailers to 
collect the state's sales tax.  A senate panel on Tuesday approved a sweeping tax measure aimed at 
getting those selling products online to Florida residents to collect the state's six percent sales tax.  A 
similar bill was considered last year, but went nowhere.  This year's bill (SB 316) also includes tax 
breaks designed to offset the extra money that would be received by the state.  The legislation 
includes a cut in the state tax that is now charged on cellphones, cable and satellite dish bills.   It 
would also eliminate the sales tax charged on equipment bought by manufacturers.  If an online 
retailer has a physical presence in a state, like a store, business office, or warehouse, it must collect 
sales tax from customers in that state.   The rule stems from a 1992 Supreme Court decision which 
held that mail-order merchants did not need to collect sales taxes for sales into states where they did 
not have a physical presence.     
 
 
8.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  02/13/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                 ******** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******** Today’s issue was the federal minimum wage:  “Do you support or oppose raising the federal 
minimum wage?”  In his State of the Union address last night, President Barack Obama called for a 
boost in the minimum wage.  The President says nineteen states already have minimum wages 
above the federal minimum.  He has proposed hiking it from 7-25 to nine dollars an hour. President 
Obama says no one in the richest country in the world should work full time and have to live in 
poverty. But House Speaker John Boehner says it's a bad idea.  Boehner says that when you "raise 
the price of employment," there are fewer jobs, and it would make it harder for small employers to 
hire people.  But Obama, speaking today in North Carolina, said giving workers a decent living is part 
of the key to reviving the economy.   
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News at 5PM  02/26/13 05:00PM/3 minutes News       ********* 
  
********* Okaloosa County reporter Laura Hussey reported that while the BP Oil Spill almost three 
years ago had minimal impact on the beaches, the impact on the economy was devastating.  Up to 
$65 million could be coming to the county through the Restore Act, and it can be used for Ecological 
and Economic Restoration.  Economic Development expert Dr. David Goetsch says the county 
commission must convince the state legislature that the money won’t be mismanaged like previous 
BP money.  The county is forming a committee to evaluate any proposed projects for the BP money.  
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10. ABC News Special Report: 03/01/13 10:37AM/37 minutes News/Public Affairs     ********** 
 
********** President Obama spoke on the “Sequester” and its probable effects on the economy. 
 
 
11. This Week 03/03/13 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *11 
 
*11 Today’s discussion concerned the budget battle.  Our guests were Gene Sperling, Director of the 
National Economic Council and Assistant to the President for Economic Policy; Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-
NH), on the Budget Committee and Armed Services Committee; James Carville, Democratic 
Strategist; Paul Gigot, Editorial Page Editor for The Wall Street Journal; and Mayor Mia Love (R-
Saratoga Springs, UT). 
 
 
12.  Facing Florida 03/03/13 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                       *12 
 
*12 We reported on efforts by the Florida Legislature to finally initiate laws requiring taxes on internet 
sales, a move that will bring billions of dollars to the state. 
 
 
13.  Facing Florida 03/31/13 11:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                       *13 
 
*13 Our guest was Peter Bradford, a former Nuclear Regulatory Commission member.  He once 
supported nuclear power, but now he explained that it’s far too expensive for the state to pursue. 
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