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Issue/description: 6. THE ECONOMY.  Unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 

Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on 
our local economy.                                               

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/07/06 06:03PM/2 minutes News                     * 
 

* We reported that local economists are keeping a close eye on the possible changes at Eglin Air Force 
Base if the 46

th
 Test Wing is moved to California.  The Okaloosa Economic Development Council has 

implemented a study through the University of West Florida‟s Haas Center to determine the impact to our 
region, and how to best prepare for the loss of up to 1,900 airmen and a large number of contract jobs. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/10/06 10:07PM/2 minutes News                    ** 
 
** “Space Florida” held its first meeting today.  The new agency„s mission is to make Florida the home 
base for the next generation of space vehicles, when the shuttles are retired.  Governor Jeb Bush wants 
Florida to be aggressive in maintaining the 30,000 space-related jobs already here and in luring new ones. 
Florida lawmakers appropriated around 50 million dollars to create “Space Florida” to provide incentives to 
attract more aerospace firms. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/11/06 10:03PM/2 minutes News                  *** 
 
*** We updated viewers on Alabama Governor Bob Riley‟s 11-day economic development mission to 
China, South Korea and the United Kingdom, hoping to improve Alabama‟s trade opportunities.  Today he 
spoke at a biotechnology forum in China‟s Hubei Province.  Later, he and the Alabama delegation toured 
a university and an auto manufacturing plant. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/20/06 06:03PM/2 minutes News                  *** 
 
**** Today‟s annual Santa Rosa County Farm Tour provided a sobering reminder of the uncertainties of 
farming.  West Florida Research and Education Center‟s Jeff Malahey says hurricanes and the current 
drought have badly damaged traditional cotton and peanut farms.  He says some farmers are growing 
alternative crops to help make more money on less land with little irrigation.  County Commissioner Bob 
Cole presented the tour with his long-term solution.  He believes growing soybeans and corn to make 
biodiesel fuel, and growing more alternative crops, could help keep the county‟s 58-million dollar 
agricultural industry from drying up. 
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5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/24/06 06:01PM/3 minutes News                ***** 
 
***** We reported that the Pensacola Maritime Park issue is heating up.  Reporter Dan Thomas looked at 
tactics being used by both sides to get their message out. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 10PM 08/04/06 10:08PM/2 minutes News                ****** 
 
****** Since the Oriskany was sunk south of Pensacola two and a half months ago, business has been up 
for the dive industry.  All the interest and media attention has been good for the entire economy, as 
money from the divers circulates through the area.  Harry White, Public Affairs Officer for Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, still gets media inquiries on a daily basis, citing a recent request from a German documentary 
company wanting to do a 3-part series following the preparation and sinking of the ship, with the third  part 
being an actual dive to the ship. 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/08/06 06:02PM/2 minutes News                ******* 
 
******* Tonight we featured a report from Escambia County, Alabama, where a new oil well will begin 
producing this month.  Several such drilling sites have been installed in recent years, and production 
across the state has gone up 10 percent.  County Commissioner Larry White says the wells pump money 
into the local economy, with gas and oil severance taxes supporting local governments and schools. 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/09/06 06:06PM/2 minutes News                ******** 
 

********   If you are seeking a job or trying to hire workers, the local job market is providing quite a 
challenge.  The right pay and experience can be hard to come by.  The “Employment Guide Career Fair” 
is an event featuring more than 30 local employers offering everything from entry level jobs to mid-level 
management positions.  Job hunters at the event were looking for jobs with wages that help them meet 
today‟s rising cost of living.  Phyllis Pooley with U-W-F's Haas Center for Business Research says higher 
paying jobs are available, but only for qualified people.  The skill sets that the people have aren't matching 
the skills that are being demanded in the industry.  

 
 
9. Maritime Park Debate 09/01/06 07:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs          ********* 
 
********* In cooperation with local Public Television station WSRE-TV, WEAR-TV produced this debate 
between the supporters and opposition to the ballot issue for the construction of the Maritime Park Project 
on the Trillium property on the waterfront in downtown Pensacola.  Supporters are convinced the project 
will be a huge boost to the economy of downtown Pensacola and the area in general, with plans for a 
Maritime Museum, a sports stadium and a university learning center.   The opposition argued the project 
should be delayed until after the wastewater treatment plant, which is just across the street from the 
proposed project, is moved.     
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