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ISSUE/description:    2. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining the 
proper balance between development and protection of resources. 
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   Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type           Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News First at 4 04/02/08 04:45PM/3 minutes News                         *  
   
* We interviewed Jackie Lane of „Friends of Perdido Bay”, the group that has been fighting 
International Paper over the way the company gets rid of the wastewater from its Cantonment plant.  
The company today won a „draft permit‟ from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for 
its ambitious plan to stop dumping the effluent into 11-Mile Creek and instead send the partially 
treated wastewater to a remote system of wetlands north of Perdido Bay.  The permit calls for site 
management and monitoring that would benefit the environment.  Some Bay residents welcome the 
plan, but Lane says her group will go back to court to challenge the plan. 
 
 
2. In Focus 04/13/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 ** 
 
** Our topic for the week was the moving of the Main Street Sewage Plant.  The plant has been a 
fixture downtown on Pensacola Bay for over 80 years, and residents have long complained that the 
smell has been bad on residents and a deterrent to attracting businesses to the downtown area.  
After Hurricane Ivan caused major flooding and leaking of sewage into the downtown area, the 
Emerald Coast Utilities Authority, operator of the plant, petitioned FEMA and the state for help in 
relocating the plant.  It was determined that it would cost over $100 million to bring the plant up to 
current code specifications.  Instead, the ECUA sought funding and got voter approval to build a new 
plant on a site about 13 miles north, near the Solutia chemical plant, at a cost of about $300 million.  
The new site is 115 feet above sea level, and should keep operating even through a category 5 
hurricane.  They broke ground on the new plant last week, and today our guest Logan Fink, chairman 
of the ECUA, discussed the benefits of the new plant to downtown Pensacola and to the rest of the 
community.  It will be completed in about 2 years, and will offer sewage service to new businesses in 
the mid-county area, plus it will allow the downtown area to grow tremendously. 
 
 
3. American Crossroads 04/13/08 11:36PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *** 
 
*** This week‟s program, “Not Easy Being Green”, looked at the environment.  With all the talk about 
eco-awareness, why is change taking so long?  And it turns out that some of the „solutions‟ are 
actually creating problems. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/15/08 10:03PM/2 minutes News              **** 
 
**** Okaloosa County reporter Laura Hussey reported on tonight‟s first public forum on the upcoming 
changes at Eglin Air Force Base.  As part of BRAC, the training center for a new joint strike fighter 
will be established at Eglin, and the Army‟s 7

th
 Special Forces Group will move to Eglin from its 

current home in North Carolina.  The subject of tonight‟s meeting was the impact the new missions 
will have on the environment and the community. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News First at 4 04/30/08 04:03PM/2 minutes News             ***** 
 
***** Tallahassee reporter Mike Vasilinda reported on the bill passed today by the Florida Legislature 
that will make some big changes to improve our environment.  The bill will continue Florida‟s tradition 
of buying land for conservation. 
 
 
6. In Focus 05/18/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs            ****** 
 

****** Today‟s program focused on International Paper Company‟s plans to re-route its wastewater 
away from 11-Mile Creek to a wetland distribution system near Perdido Bay, which IP says will 
ultimately improve the ecology of the Perdido Bay area.  The State Department of Environmental 
Protection issued a draft permit to the company on April 2

nd
.  The project will take about 2 years to 

complete.  The controversy over IP‟s wastewater flowing into Perdido Bay has been ongoing for 
years, and today we looked at the potential impact of this new proposal and why public input will have 
a major impact on whether it becomes a reality.  Today‟s guests were Dr. Mike Steltenkamp, 
Environmental Manager for IP, who also pointed out that part of the plan is for IP to use treated 
wastewater from the new ECUA plant to reduce their own fresh water consumption; and Jackie Lane 
of “Friends of Perdido Bay”, who says the state‟s wetlands exemptions means that IP simply doesn‟t 
have to meet any standards when dumping their wastewater into the wetlands. 

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6 05/29/08 06:00PM/3 minutes News          ******* 
 
******* The old Interstate 10 bridge over Pensacola Bay was wiped out by Hurricane Ivan in 2004.  
But now it‟s bringing new life in the Gulf of Mexico.  It now makes up seven artificial reefs from 
100,000 tons of bridge debris … the world‟s largest bridges-to-reef project, about 14 miles southwest 
of Pensacola Pass.  There are new rules for reef fishing starting June 1

st
 – rules that give fish a 

better chance for survival if they‟re caught and released.  Captain Robert Turpin of the Escambia 
Marine Resources say these laws will benefit people and the environment, and the reefs will produce 
fish all year around.   
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8. Channel 3 News at 10 06/10/08 10:02PM/2 minutes News         ******** 
 
******** Washington bureau chief Morris Jones reported on the President‟s plan for “energy 
independence”, which calls for opening off-shore and Alaskan areas for oil drilling.  But even Bush‟s 
Interior Department is calling for moderation, saying the need has never been greater to develop our 
resources and the opposition has never been stronger.  Richard Charter of „Defenders of Wildlife” 
says we should not be changing our policies at the expense of the environment, and pointed out that 
the big oil companies are “banking” their leases speculating on higher prices in the future, and not 
bringing current product to market. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 5 06/18/08 05:01PM/2 minutes News       ********* 
 
********* We reported from Pensacola Beach with interviews of residents, visitors, and officials with 
the Pensacola Beach Chamber of Commerce on the issue of opening up offshore drilling closer to 
the coast, an issue being touted by Governor Crist and others as a means to help stop the escalating 
price of crude oil.  But Chamber officials are against it, saying states that allow such drilling have 
problems keeping their beaches clean from oil spills and trash from boats going to and from the rigs.  
Other residents want to keep the drilling away because it spoils the pristine scenes at the beach.  But 
some do support the idea as a means to lower gas prices. 
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