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  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/02/09 06:01PM/2 minutes News                    * 
 
* We interviewed Al Stubblefield, Baptist Health Care CEO, about the collapse of the deal for Baptist 
to purchase West Florida Hospital, due to the worldwide credit crisis.  The plan had been to 
consolidate the two struggling facilities into one efficient, effective hospital.  But many downtown area 
residents are glad the plan failed because they fear it would create a lack of service in their area, plus 
it would mean a loss of about 300 jobs. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/28/09 10:07PM/5 minutes News                  ** 
 
** We reported that the cost of health insurance premiums and co-pays could double by 2016 
according to a report released by the Florida Public Interest Research Group.  The report says 
wasteful spending by hospitals and insurance companies will lead to higher costs for patients, 
claiming one of every three dollars spent on health care fuels profits for special interest groups.  
Spokesman Brad Ashwell said the Florida legislature should look at ways to reduce such wasteful 
spending when it meets again in March.  Solutions being proposed include raising the cigarette tax to 
cover state health care spending, and requiring private insurance companies to spend more money 
on patient care and less on negotiations with hospitals and special interest groups. 
In a second report, Bill Pearson reported on the decline in military medical care for veterans.  
Recently, the Department of Defense and the Veterans Administration announced plans to improve 
Veterans care, focusing on six goals: Promote accountability, commitment and communication 
between the DOD and the VA; improve access and quality of health care; ensure a smooth transition 
of benefits; make sure patient records and data are available anywhere within the VA or DOD 
medical centers; improve overall management of veteran‟s medical care; and improve planning for 
medical emergencies involving veterans.  Local veterans are skeptical that Congress will properly 
fund the plan. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/26/09 04:35PM/2 minutes News                 *** 

 
*** We reported that Baptist Health Care is inviting residents to stop by Cordova Mall today for free 
heart screenings.  Participants get a free heart assessment which includes a family history review, 
cholesterol check, and a blood pressure check.  Their “Healthy Heart” expo runs until 6PM tonight. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 5PM 02/27/09 05:01PM/2 minutes News                **** 
 
**** Reporter Jim Carmack interviewed David Wildebrandt, Baptist Health Care‟s Vice President of 
Operations, about their new Da Vinci HD robotic surgical system.  It‟s the only unit of its kind in our 
region, and it is now redefining their approach to heart surgery.  It uses smaller incisions due to the 
smaller instruments, and monitors magnify the images 5 times greater than other systems.  This 
means better healing time, less blood loss, less pain and fewer complications … a much faster 
recovery. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/09/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs             ***** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today‟s issue was Embryonic Stem Cells:   “Do you agree with the President's 
plan to lift restrictions on embryonic stem cell research?”  President Barack Obama says "medical 
miracles do not happen simply by accident."  That's why he says he's allowing federal taxpayer 
dollars to fund broader research on embryonic stem cells.  Obama has signed an executive order 
reversing a 2001 directive by his predecessor, President George W. Bush, who limited the use of 
taxpayer money to the 21 stem cell lines that had been produced before his decision, out of concern 
about the destruction of human embryos.  Obama's order is aimed at increasing research into 
possible cures for ailments from diabetes to paralysis.  He called his decision a "difficult and delicate 
balance."  The president insisted that his order would not open the door to human cloning, which he 
called "profoundly wrong."  He said strict guidelines will be developed and enforced to ensure that. 
  
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/19/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs           ****** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today‟s issue was Abortion rules:  “Do you support a bill that would require ultrasounds for 
women seeking an abortion during the first trimester of a pregnancy?”  A House committee wants to 
require women in Florida to get an ultrasound before they can get an abortion.  A health care panel 
voted Wednesday to approve a bill that would require ultrasounds for women seeking an abortion 
during the first trimester of a pregnancy.  Republican supporters say it would give women more 
information about the fetus, but Democrats argued the measure creates hurdles for those wanting an 
abortion.  Advocates for rape victims complained it requires victims to produce documentation of the 
rape in order to get a waiver.  Lawmakers considered a similar bill last year but it died on a tie vote in 
the Senate.  Supporters remain confident of passing the bill now because some opponents have left 
office.  
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7. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/25/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs          ******* 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today‟s issue was the Abortion “Morning After Pill”:   “Do you believe the 'morning-after' pill 
should be available to girls younger than 18 without a prescription?”  A federal judge has ordered the 
Food and Drug Administration to reconsider its 2006 decision to deny girls younger than 18 access to 
the „morning-after' pill, known as 'Plan B', without a prescription.  A U.S. district judge in New York 
instructed the agency to make Plan B available to 17-year-olds within 30 days, and to review whether 
to make the emergency contraceptive available to all ages without a doctor's order.  The judge says 
the FDA, during the Bush administration, had let politics get in the way of its judgment, and had  
"repeatedly and unreasonably" delayed making a decision on the medication.  The ruling  
came in a lawsuit seeking wider distribution and access to emergency contraceptives.  The head of 
the Center for Reproductive Rights calls the decision “a tremendous victory for all Americans who 
expect the government to safeguard public health." 
 
 
8. Straughn & Company 03/29/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ******** 
 
******** Our topic for today‟s program was mental health.  Guests were Kris Butler, CEO of the Mental 
Health Association; Bill Crawford, President of the Mental Health Association; and Jerry Vee of the 
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.  They discussed the nature of mental illness, the severity of the 
disease in our area, and sources of help available for both sufferers and their families. 
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