
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2010     
 
 
ISSUE/description:  1. COASTAL CRISIS.  On April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon Oil 

Drilling Rig exploded in the Gulf of Mexico.  This was the beginning 
of what would become the worst environmental disaster in United 
States history.  

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
Title     Date  Time/Duration  Program type   Description  
 
1. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 04/27/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  * 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Has the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico changed your opinion on 
expanding drilling in the Gulf?”  Federal officials say an 1,800-square-mile oil slick spreading across the 
Gulf of Mexico could wash onto beaches and marshes in Alabama, Mississippi or Louisiana this 
weekend.  The Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded and sank last week, about 100 miles due south of 
Mobile.  A device called a "blowout preventer" on the well apparently failed to stop the estimated 42-
thousand gallons of oil leaking into the water each day.  Four submersible robots are still trying to stop 
the leak.... while other fixes could take weeks or months to complete.  While the slick was within 45 miles 
of Dauphin Island earlier this week, federal scientists believe winds out of the north... and sea surface 
currents... will push the oil farther out to sea.  The stretch of northern gulf coastline likely to be affected -- 
beginning in Alabama and stretching toward Louisiana -- is called "the Fertile Crescent" by federal 
researchers.  The area produces the bulk of the Gulf's seafood and is the nursing ground for most of its 
fish, shrimp and crabs.  The spill has some Florida lawmakers rethinking their support for the expansion 
of oil exploration in the Gulf    
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 04/29/10 11:12AM/30 minutes News                   ** 
    Special Report 
 
** We broadcast the CNN coverage of the national news conference on the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News 04/30/10 09:03AM/47 minutes News                   *** 
    Special Report 
 
*** We aired a news conference update on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News 04/30/10 02:10PM/40 minutes News                   **** 
    Special Report 
 
**** We aired another news conference update on the Oil Spill. 
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5. ABC News Nightline 04/30/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ***** 
   
***** One of the topics featured tonight was the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
6. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #1 05/01/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ****** 
 
****** Today we took a closer look at the crisis developing in the Gulf of Mexico as a result of the BP oil 
spill.  Host Dan Thomas gave a brief history of the spill thus far.  First, we were told there was no leaking 
oil.  Then last weekend, the Coast Guard said there was a leak at 2 locations, spilling about 1,000 barrels 
per day.  Later this week, that was revised to 5,000 barrels from 3 locations.  As the oil plume kept 
growing, the question on our viewers’ minds became “Will it reach here?”  Meteorologist Christian 
Garman explained the factors that predict the path of the oil…wind speed and direction.  NOAA now says 
the oil could reach our beaches as early as Monday.  Our guests today were Brian Barr, an 
environmental attorney with the Levin-Papantonio firm; and Terry Mead, an offshore oil worker who has 
led advocacy groups to get more offshore drilling allowed in the Gulf.  He was shocked by the BP spill, 
and cited decades of excellent safety records for offshore drilling, and still advocates it as an effort to 
decrease our dependency on foreign oil.  Barr, who has already filed suit representing commercial 
fishermen in Louisiana, wants America to break its dependence on fossil fuel, advocating the government 
and energy companies invest heavily in developing alternate energy sources.  We also interviewed Dr. 
Joe Lepo at the University of West Florida.  He was hired by the EPA to study the effects of the Exxon 
Valdez spill, and is now providing his expert analysis of what is happening to the oil that’s spilling into the 
Gulf. 
 
 
7. This Week 05/02/10 08:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ******* 
 
******* Today’s guest was Secretary of the Interior, Ken Salazar.  He discussed the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
8. ABC News Special Report 05/02/10 03:25PM/8 minutes News             ******** 
     
******** ABC aired coverage of President Obama in Louisiana at the site of the BP Oil Spill. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News 05/03/10 03:01PM/30 minutes News           ********* 
    Special Report 
 
********* We aired another press conference update on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News 05/04/10 01:03PM/7 minutes News        ********** 
    Special Report 
* We aired another update on the Oil Spill. 
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11. Channel 3 News 05/04/10 03:22PM/22 minutes News                   *11 
    Special Report 
* We aired an Alabama press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News 05/05/10 02:57PM/22 minutes News                   *12 
    Special Report 
* We aired another Alabama press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News 05/06/10 11:10AM/28 minutes News                   *13 
    Special Report 
* We aired another press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
14. Channel 3 News 05/06/10 05:52PM/22 minutes News                   *14 
    Special Report 
* We aired another press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
15. Channel 3 News 05/07/10 02:03PM/13 minutes News                   *15 
    Special Report 
* We aired another press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
16. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #2 05/08/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *16 
 
* The severity of the crisis was indicated this week by visits to our area by the Homeland Security chief 
and the Secretary of Commerce.  They’re trying to show the public that the federal government is heavily 
involved in the response to the ecological and economic disaster.  This week we’re also watching the 
100-ton dome being delivered to try to contain the spill on the seafloor.  Meteorologist Christian Garman 
showed our HD Oil Tracker mapping system and explained how the weather (winds, tides & gulf currents) 
were influencing the travel of the oil sheen, and when it might hit our local beaches.  He said the natural 
processes in the Gulf were not yet allowing this to be as disastrous as the Exxon Valdez spill in 1989.  
Our guest today was Dr. Rick Harper, economist with the UWF Haas Center, discussing the economic 
impact of the spill, and advising viewers on how to get help if they have losses resulting from the spill.  
BP has promised to pay business interruption coasts as well as cleanup costs.  Local businesses have a 
12 to 14 week peak activity period, beginning at Memorial Day and ending when School resumes in 
August, and they depend on those weeks for their primary yearly income.  Harper said there is too much 
uncertainty now to speculate on the total economic impact … if the containment dome works, oil may 
never reach our beaches and tourism may return full force and the impact will be minimal.  If, however, 
the leak extends for a longer term, the impact could last for months, or even years.  But currently, the 
beaches are pristine…but visitors are just not there. 
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17. Channel 3 News 05/10/10 01:33PM/21 minutes News                   *17 
    Special Report 
* We aired a Louisiana press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
18. Channel 3 News 05/10/10 02:02PM/40 minutes News                   *18 
    Special Report 
* We aired another Louisiana press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
19. ABC News Nightline 05/11/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *19 
* One of the topics featured tonight was the BP and the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
20. Channel 3 News 05/12/10 02:04PM/28 minutes News                   *20 
    Special Report 
* We aired another Louisiana press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
21. Channel 3 News 05/14/10 09:01AM/17 minutes News                   *21 
    Special Report 
* We aired a press conference on the Oil Spill live from Dauphin Island, AL. 
 
 
22. Channel 3 News 05/14/10 02:05PM/28 minutes News                   *22 
    Special Report 
* We aired another press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
23. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #3 05/15/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *23 
 
* Entering our 4

th
 week of watching the BP Oil Spill, there is now strong evidence tha BP has misled 

people about the amount of oil spilling into the Gulf.  Just this week, BP finally released video of the oil 
gushing from the broken pipe on the seabed.  Most scientists say the amount of oil is far greater than the 
5,000 barrels per day estimated by BP and the federal government.  Researchers say it could be more 
like 70,000 barrels per day.  But this week, our local beaches remain untouched.  Meteorologist Christian 
Garman said everything in the weather was favorable to Northwest Florida, and oil has not yet reached 
the shores anywhere.  Channel 3’s Bob Solarski spoke with BP CEO Tony Heyward earlier this week.  
Heyward said they planned to try the “Top-kill” operation first, then had several other options for 
containing the leak.  He said claims offices were opening to help those impacted by the spill.  Our guest, 
Dr. Dick Snyder, Marine Ecology expert at the University of West Florida, talked about the challenges 
that academic Oceanographers were facing in investigating this oil spill, as part of the Oil Spill Task 
Force that includes all Florida universities, centered at FSU.  They are concerned about the dispersant 
being used, and on where the unseen oil is going, as well as the effect on marine life, beaches and 
shoreline, and any health risks from contact with tar balls. 
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24. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/21/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  *24 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* Today’s issue was … “Do you approve or disapprove of the way the Obama administration is handling 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico?”  A survey released today by Opinion Dynamics says 44 percent of 
Americans approve of the way the Obama administration is handling the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico; 36 
percent say they disapprove ... and 20-percent are unsure.  But the numbers have been slipping.  Two 
weeks ago, the same poll found 50 percent of Americans approved... and only 29 percent disapproved.  
69 percent now feel the spill will hurt the nation's economy.  And while 54 percent still feel the U.S. 
should expand offshore drilling ... that number is down 16 points from 2 weeks ago.       
 
 
 
25. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #4 05/22/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *25 
 
* Now 30 days into the spill, the major issues this week were the use of dispersants to break down the 
surface oil, and whether that brown goo could make it to our shores.  This week, streams of syrupy oil 
washed ashore in the Louisiana marshes; and BP started using dispersants in huge quantities – 640,000 
gallons, with 55,000 gallons a mile beneath the Gulf surface at the site of the spill.  The EPA says the 
dispersant used is more toxic and less effective than other alternatives that are already approved.  
Christian Garman again updated viewers on the movement of the oil, and discussed the oil getting into 
the “Loop Current” and possibly spreading around southern Florida and travelling up the East Coast.  
NOAA is again saying the oil could reach our beaches over the weekend.  Dan spoke this week with Erin 
Brockovich, the outspoken environmental researcher, in downtown Pensacola.  She was encouraging 
residents to get involved in preparing to protect our environment if the oil reaches here, and she’s 
working with local attorneys to help fishermen and business owners impacted by the oil spill.  Our guests 
today were Liz Castro, spokesperson for British Petroleum; and Dr. Dick Snyder, Marine Ecology expert 
from UWF.  Ms Castro said BP has worked closely with the EPA and NOAA to give them accurate 
information on the amount of oil spilling from the damaged well, and they’re bringing in experts from 
around the globe to help stop the leak.  They’re opened a community office in Pensacola to help 
minimize the impact to local businesses.  When pressed for details about the use of the dispersants and 
the apparent lack of information being given out, she would not address those questions.  Dr. Snyder was 
concerned about where the plumes of dissolved oil is going, saying we have no information at all on the 
subsurface oil.  Research ships from Florida universities are now heading into the Gulf to try to obtain 
more data on this oil. 
 
 
26. Channel 3 News 05/24/10 11:41AM/25 minutes News                   *26 
    Special Report 
* We aired another local press conference on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
27. ABC News Nightline 05/24/10 11:01PM/20 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *27 
* One of the topics featured tonight was the Gulf Oil Spill.  BP CEO Tony Heyward was profiled. 
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28. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/25/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  *28 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
* Today’s issue was … “Should BP provide live video of its attempts to stop the oil leak?”  BP says it 
hasn't decided yet whether to cut off a live video feed when it begins trying to cut off the Gulf oil leak by 
injecting heavy drilling mud into the well.   Democratic Congressman Edward J. Markey of Massachusetts 
said Tuesday the company will shut off the video feed supplied by an underwater robot when it begins 
the so-called top kill maneuver it hopes to try Wednesday.   But BP spokesman John Curry said Tuesday 
the company is still evaluating whether it will be possible to provide a live feed and no decision has been 
made.   Markey says cutting off the feed would be outrageous and would block the public's access to a 
vital moment in the disaster.   
 
 
29. ABC News Special Report 05/27/10 11:48AM/72 minutes News                   *29 
     
* President Obama held a news conference to discuss the BP Oil Crisis. 
 
 
30. ABC News Nightline 05/27/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *30 
   
* We presented the latest developments in the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
31. ABC News Nightline 05/28/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *31 
   
* We presented the latest developments in the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
32. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #5 05/30/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *32 
 
* Earlier in the week, it looked like the “Top-kill” operation was being successful.  BP wanted to inject 
drilling fluid into the pipe to hold the oil down and fill the pipe with concrete.  But the process was stopped 
and restarted a number of times, and it will be Sunday before we know if it worked.  But there’s still an 
unknown amount of oil in the Gulf, possibly as much as 30-million gallons of crude.  It’s now being called 
the worst oil disaster in U.S. history.  Christian Garman answered viewer questions about how tropical 
weather would affect the oil spill.  It would have a positive impact by breaking up the oil into much smaller 
patches, but the undersea wave action could damage underwater oil pipes.  Also this week, BP planned 
to move their operation for cleaning oil-covered boom from NAS Pensacola to Bayou Chico, but they 
wouldn’t say where the contaminated water would go, or if they had the proper permits.  UWF has been 
sending down a robotic sub to measure water conditions in the near Gulf.  We went along with Dr. Will 
Patterson of UWF on one of these research missions as they recorded video of the underwater Gulf from 
20 to 50 miles offshore, establishing a record of underwater conditions that could be referenced if the oil 
spill impacted the area.  To this date, there has been no impact.  The fish are safe to eat, and no water 
samples have shown the slightest hint of oil.  Dr. Patterson is concerned about the location, volume and 
direction of flow of the underwater oil plumes discovered moving away from the Oil Spill site. 
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33. ABC News Nightline 05/31/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *33 
   
* We presented a journey to the “Top-kill”, BP’s latest effort at stopping the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
34. Channel 3 News 06/01/10 10:56AM/2 minutes News                   *34 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired President Obama’s comments on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
35. Channel 3 News 06/01/10 01:15AM/3 minutes News                   *35 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired BP’s comments on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
36. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/01/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  *36 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was … “Do you think criminal charges should be filed for the disaster in the Gulf?”  
Attorney General Eric Holder says federal authorities have opened criminal and civil investigations into 
the Deepwater Horizon explosion and oil spill.  Holder would not specify which companies or individuals 
might be the targets of the probe.  He says federal clean air and pollution laws give him the power to 
open the investigations.  Holder met with attorneys general from Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama on 
Tuesday.  Florida Attorney General Bill McCollum says he wasn't invited.       
 
 
37. ABC News Nightline 06/01/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *37 
   
* We presented the latest developments in the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
38. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/03/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  *38 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was … “Do you believe the U.S. military should take over the clean-up efforts in the 
Gulf?”  Florida Senator Bill Nelson wants a stronger military response to fight the oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  He's already written to the President, asking for a greater military role.  Admiral Mike Mullen, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, says he doesn't think there is "anything obvious" for the military to 
do -- beyond the current support role.  Mullen says the military does not have the technology or the know-
how to deal with the spill.... and BP does.  But Nelson says protecting the Gulf Coast requires a flotilla of 
ships.... and the Defense Department has the ability to bring resources that others don't have.        
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39. Channel 3 News 06/04/10 09:47AM/2 minutes News                   *39 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired a news conference update on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
40. Channel 3 News 06/04/10 04:32PM/26 minutes News                   *40 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired a local news conference update on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
41. Channel 3 News 06/05/10 09:32AM/10 minutes News                   *41 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired a local news conference update on the Oil Spill. 
 
 
42. This Week 06/06/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                    *42 
 
* Today’s guests were Admiral Thad Allen, U.S. Coast Guard, National Incident Commander; Senator 
John Kerry (D-MA), Chair of the Committee of Foreign Relations; and Senator John Cornyn (R-TX), Chair 
of the National Republican Senatorial Committee.  The entire hour was devoted to discussion of the 
catastrophe along the Gulf of Mexico caused by the BP Oil Spill. 
 
 
43. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #6 06/06/10 04:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                     *43 
 
* This week we saw mats of tar balls and strings of oil only a few miles offshore from the Northwest 
Florida coast, and later in the week the oil was found on our beaches.  Meteorologist Christian Garman 
showed how the persistent winds from the south and southwest had pushed the oil onshore.  He was a 
bit surprised because it took 46 days to get here.  Our guest was Dr. Will Patterson of UWF, just back 
from a conference of Oceanographers with the heads of NOAA and the U.S. Geological Survey and the 
National Science Foundation.  Their goal was to gather experts in oil spill and deep-sea ecology and 
determine scientific priorities for gathering baseline data, and the long-term priorities of remediation and 
cleanup, and how the ecosystem will recover.  He said that locally, the fish would leave if there’s any 
noxious chemical that they sense in the water.  The long-term concern is habitat degradation.  If oil 
covers deep-water coral, it will suffocate.  And microbes that naturally break down the oil will consume 
oxygen, and other organisms that need the oxygen will die.  But toxin buildup in sea life should not be an 
issue…the fish will still be edible.  Fish kills reported in Louisiana are the result of oxygen depletion, not 
oil-related toxins. 
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44. Channel 3 News 06/07/10 09:17AM/21 minutes News                   *44 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired an update on the Oil Spill from the White House and then from our local Escambia County 
Emergency Operations Center. 
 
 
45. Channel 3 News 06/08/10 09:10AM/42 minutes News                   *45 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired another update on the Oil Spill from the White House and then from our local Escambia 
County Emergency Operations Center. 
 
 
46. Channel 3 News 06/09/10 09:04AM/9 minutes News                   *46 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired another update on the Oil Spill from the White House. 
 
 
47. ABC News Nightline 06/09/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *47 
   
* We profiled the efforts to rescue Gulf wildlife from the hazards of the Gulf Oil Spill. 
 
 
 
48. Channel 3 News 06/10/10 10:34AM/4 minutes News                   *48 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired another local news conference on the Oil Crisis. 
 
 
49. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/10/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  *49 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was … “Do you favor or oppose drilling off the Florida coast?”  Floridians have 
reserved themselves on whether they favor offshore drilling for oil in the aftermath of a massive spill that 
threatens the state's beaches.   Fifty-one percent of 1,133 registered voters surveyed by Quinnipiac 
(Conn.) University between June 1-7 say they now oppose drilling, compared to 42 percent who still 
believe it's OK. That's a 48-point swing from an April 19 poll when 66 percent of the state's residents 
supported drilling. The survey has a margin of error of plus or minus 4.7 percentage points.   Some tar 
balls have washed ashore in Florida's western Panhandle from BP's Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion 
in April that blew open the wellhead and allowed millions of gallons to spew into the Gulf of Mexico.     
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50. Channel 3 News 0611/10 09:03AM/5 minutes News                   *50 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired another update on the Oil Spill from the White House. 
 
 
51. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #7 06/12/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *51 
 
* Our program began with host Dan Thomas recording his opening statement while flying with a parasail 
about 1,000 feet above the Gulf, just offshore from Pensacola Pass.  Dan moved his camera around to 
show the water below, and in clear view was floating tar mats and strings of oil sheen.  As of Wednesday, 
officials had closed the boom across Perdido Pass, but Pensacola Pass was still open, even though 
some oil was getting through.  Meteorologist Christian Garman showed our HD Oil Tracker animation, 
showing a huge plume of surface oil just off Pensacola Beach, and noted that the entire coastline in our 
viewing area is now subject to tar balls washing up on shore.  This is the result of strong, persistent 
southerly winds during the past week…this is the typical summer wind pattern in our region for this 
season.  A guest again was Dr. Dick Snyder, Marine Ecologist with UWF, who discussed his researchers’ 
efforts to determine whether there is any dissolved oil in the seawater coming ashore…so far there isn’t.  
They are sharing their data with the counties and the Department of Health, who will determine if the 
water poses a human health threat.  Our next guest, Escambia County Commissioner Grover Robinson, 
discussed the county’s efforts to get money from BP to pay for prevention and cleanup activities.  The 
commission is frustrated by the use of the Oil Pollution Act, passed after the Exxon Valdez spill in 1989, 
which gives BP full authority in supervising these activities but no responsibility for implementation, while 
the county has all the responsibility for doing the work, but no authority … everything must be approved 
by the Unified Command center in Alabama.  He wants BP to focus solely on stopping the oil spill in the 
Gulf, and to put in escrow the funds requested by the federal government; let the feds administer the 
escrow; and allow local governments to devise and implement plans that work to protect and clean up 
our beaches and waterways. 
 
 
52. Channel 3 News Special  06/15/10 08:42AM/41 minutes News                    *52 
    Report: The President on our Beach 
 
* We aired the President’s visit to Pensacola Beach, from the motorcade leaving downtown to his arrival 
on the beach, his meeting there with state and local officials and businessmen, and his return to 
Pensacola Naval Air Station. 
 
 
53. Channel 3 News Special  06/15/10 10:26AM/10 minutes News                    *53 
    Report: The President at PNAS 
 
* We aired the President’s speech at Pensacola NAS concerning the impact of the BP oil spill on our 
region, and the Navy’s role in helping protect our shores. 
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54. ABC News Special Report 06/15/10 08:42PM/20 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *54 
    A Presidential Address to the Nation 
* Following his visit to Pensacola earlier in the day, President Obama spoke to the Nation for the first time 
from the Oval Office, addressing the BP Oil Spill, its impact on the Gulf Coast region, and his 
administration’s continuing efforts to help stop the spill and clean up the damaged environment, plus 
plans to make BP financially help those fishermen and businesses whose livelihoods were damaged by 
the spill. 
 
 
55. ABC News Special Report 06/16/10 01:26PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *55 
     
* President Obama held a news conference to comment on his meeting with BP officials to set terms for 
their accountability for the Gulf oil spill.. 
 
 
56. Coastal Crisis 06/16/10 07:00PM/1 hour /Public Affairs                    *56 
     
* We aired a one-hour primetime summary of the continuing problems and possible solutions related to 
the April 20

th
 BP Oil Spill.  We looked at how the Spill is affecting the very way of life throughout the area. 

 We interviewed our local Health Department officials to find out what possible risks may be associated 
with oil in the water.  And we spoke with local business leaders about the devastating economic effect 
already occurring, and the outlook for the future.  We gave an overview of all the cleanup efforts, plus the 
status of the myriad claims against BP. 
 
 
57. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #7 06/19/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *57 
 
* This week, President Obama visited Pensacola to view the impact of the Oil Spill on our beaches, and 
later that evening spoke to the public from the Oval Office.  Just one day before his visit, a quarter-mile-
long plume of oil was found inside Pensacola Bay. Now, during high tides, the local passes are being 
closed off with boom in an effort to keep the oil out of the bays.  Weather anchor Jim Carmack explained 
how the tides and the “layers” in the Gulf interacted to allow some underwater oil to get into the bays. Our 
guest Gary Finch, host of WEAR’s “Gary Finch Outdoors”, talked about how there is still plenty of fishing 
sites available in the Gulf, but some of the locations are now “catch-and-release” only.  Another guest 
was Pensacola Mayor Mike Wiggins, who met with the President earlier this week.  He said the President 
listened very well, and he also saw both the beauty and the fragility of our beach area.  He was also very 
well-educated on the details of the Oil Crisis, and pledged that every means possible would be taken to 
keep the oil off the shores.  Wiggins told the President he wanted him to address the skimmer issue, to 
get skimmers operating in the Gulf to catch the oil before it reached the beaches; and to address the $20 
billion escrow fund so we could pay the claims to the individuals who have suffered economic harm from 
the Spill.  He also asked the President to pass along to the Nation that we are still open for business and 
have not been affected by a tidal wave of oil on the beaches.  Local hotels and restaurants are ready for 
summer visitors. 
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58. This Week 06/20/10 08:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    *58 
 
* Today’s guest was Rahm Emanuel, White House Chief of Staff.  Half of the one-hour program was 
devoted to a discussion of the Oil Spill along the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
 
59. Channel 3 News 06/22/10 11:03AM/10 minutes News                   *59 
    Special Report 
* We aired another local news conference on the Oil Crisis. 
 
 
60. Channel 3 News 06/22/10 03:06PM/6 minutes News                   *60 
    Special Report 
* We aired a news conference on the Oil Crisis from Mobile, AL. 
 
 
61. Channel 3 News 06/23/10 09:32AM/11 minutes News                   *61 
    Special Report 
* We aired a local news conference on the Oil Crisis with Escambia County Commissioner Grover 
Robinson detailing the county’s plans for cleanup of the oil that has breached Pensacola Pass. 
 
 
62. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #8 06/26/10 05:30PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     *62 
 
* Another week of the Coastal Crisis has brought more oil to our shores than ever before.  This is day 65 
since the spill began.  Heavy deposits of oil began coming in Tuesday night, and residents woke up 
Wednesday morning to massive mats of oil covering the beach.  Many fear the images of this will 
damage tourism for years to come.  Additionally, an accident at the spill site this week caused the cap to 
temporarily come off, spilling thousands extra barrels of oil to enter the Gulf.  BP has now stopped all 
efforts to contain the spill at the seabed, and instead are concentrating on completing the 2 relief wells, 3 
miles beneath the seabed, and expected to be complete sometime in August.  Meteorologist Christian 
Garman explained that he expected to see oil for many more months, but not all would be hitting our 
beaches as badly as Wednesday..  He mentioned what roll tropical systems would play in the Crisis.  
Dan and Dr. Will Patterson visited Pensacola Beach to view not only the heavy concentration of tar balls 
on the surface, but by digging a trench in the sand they uncovered a solid layer of oil that had been 
buried 6 inches by wave action.  So the BP workers cleaning oil off the surface are missing all the buried 
oil.  Higher waves from a tropical system would deposit this oil line 20 or 30 yards further up the beach.  
Nothing is being done to address the buried oil.  Guest Dr. Dick Snyder of UWF talked about tests that 
now show that oil is dissolved in the water.  He was on a cruise to train students in Oceanography, and 
found oil-contaminated water from 60-ft. down starting 20 miles offshore and going down to 250-ft. further 
offshore.  Dissolved oil hasn’t hit our shores yet, but Dr. Snyder wants to study this to determine how to 
warn people if it moves on-shore.  They also found tar balls on the bottom only one mile offshore, just 
rolling along, and it will be washing ashore for months to come, maybe longer.  He also said they are not 
seeing any “dead zones” yet … areas too devoid of oxygen for marine life to survive. 
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63. ABC News Nightline 06/28/10 11:01PM/15 minutes News/Public Affairs                   *63 
   
* We journeyed to the site of the relief well being drilled to intercept and close off the leaking well in the 
Gulf, and talked with the expert oil drillers who explained why they thought this method would succeed in 
stopping the spill. 
 
 
64 Channel 3 News 06/29/10 05:29PM/12 minutes News                   *64 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired Vice President Biden’s remarks about the Oil Spill crisis at the Pensacola Naval Air Station. 
 
 
65. Channel 3 News 06/30/10 11:18AM/7 minutes News                   *65 
    Special Report 
 
* We aired another news conference on the Oil Spill. 
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66. Channel 3 News 04/20/10 ALL SHOWS News               *66 
  Through 06/30/10 and continuing 
 
* Our newscasts air as follows: 
M-F          05:00-07:00AM 
M-F          11:00-11:30AM 
M-F          04:00-05:00PM 
M-F, Sun  05:00-05:30PM 
M-F          06:00-06:30PM 
M-F          10:00-11:01PM 
Sat/Sun    06:00-07:00AM 
Sat            06:00-07:00PM 
Sat/Sun    10:00-10:36PM 
 
* EVERY ONE of these newscasts contained reports related to the BP Oil Spill.  Initially, we had short 
reports about the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon rig, the search for survivors, and the 11 workers 
killed in the blast.  Then there were more reports about the oil spilling from the broken pipe on the 
seabed.  As oil began appearing on the surface, our reporting included interviews with environmental 
experts, and our Meteorologists developed our HD Oil Tracker to graphically show viewers just where the 
oil was travelling.  When the evidence indicated that BP could not stop the spill and the oil would 
eventually hit our shores, we began covering efforts of local communities to plan for protecting their 
coastline and prepare for cleanup.  And of course we covered all the press conferences related to the 
spill…from those at the White House and other Washington agencies, to those in Louisiana, Alabama 
and here in Florida.  We covered all the visits to the coast by the President, Vice President, Governors, 
and other federal, state and local governmental officials, as well as celebrities and scientists and 
academics that were here to study the oil spill or help with the cleanup.  In May, we reported in every 
newscast from the major beaches in our area showing that our waters were still pristine and visitors could 
enjoy the beaches, but also showing the preparations being made.  By June, we had live reports every 
day from each beach area, showing at first the few tar balls washed onshore, then later the large 
amounts of tar mats on the beaches and finally inside the bays.  As the crisis worsened, we covered all 
the cleanup activity on the beaches and in the water, efforts to protect wildlife, the economic impact, and 
BP’s activity (and lack of it) in handling claims from individuals and businesses harmed by the spill.  On 
average, each newscast had approximately 50% of the news content (about 9 minutes per half hour) 
devoted to the coverage of this coastal crisis. 
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