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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2014  
 
ISSUE/description:               4. APRIL FLOOD.  On April 29

th
 and 30

th
 of 2014, a record 25 inches of rain      

                                                fell in the Pensacola area within a 24-hour period, causing a flood disaster      
                                                that would affect our area for months to come. 
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 New - Dayside 10/08/14 11:03AM/1 minute News                             * 
 

* We reported that five months after the historic flood, one downtown Pensacola organization is learning their 

damage claim may be denied.  The orchestra pit at "Pensacola Little Theatre" flooded with more than four feet 

of water.  30,000 dollars of the theater's maintenance fund was used while they waited for the insurance claim to 

be processed.  But the initial claim was denied.  Meg Peltier - Executive Director, Pensacola Little Theatre, said 

that the insurance company said it considered our street-level as the basement, and thus excluded our claim. 

The theatre is now making a claim to an appeals adjuster. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 New 1

st
 at Four 10/24/14 04:05PM/2 minutes News                            ** 

 

** The April flood decimated Manna Food Pantries’ food supply, so the community rallied to the organization’s 

rescue, donating enough money and food to replace much of what was lost. However, Manna staff has been 

serving the community out of construction trailers and their service to Pensacola’s hungry has been severely 

limited.  On Thursday, Manna Food Pantries closed on property at the site of the former Escambia County 

School District textbook depot between N. Hayne Street and N. Tarragona Street.  The 4.5-acre parcel, 

purchased from the school district, could become the new home to the grassroots organization’s main facility.  

Manna is designing a new warehouse and office facility.  DeDe Flounlacker, Executive Director, said the location 

would give Manna the opportunity to move out of the flood-prone area of their current location and give them 

space for a new facility to serve the hungry in Pensacola.  Last year, Manna Food Pantries distributed 800,000 

pounds of food to the hungry, serving more than 42,000 people. The non-profit has been serving the community 

since 1983. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 New at 10PM 10/24/14 10:04PM/3 minutes News                           *** 
 

*** Earlier this week, the City of Pensacola updated its flood recovery efforts.  Mayor Ashton Hayward says the 

city targeted 74 projects after the April flood.  Of those, 44 have been completed, 20 are in the process, and 10 

have yet to begin.  One of the projects almost complete is the Roger Scott Tennis Complex.  The center is near 

the intersection of Summit Boulevard and Piedmont road, one of the hardest hit areas of the city.  The tennis 

courts and parking lot were heavily damaged.  Now, the courts are ready for play, and just a little work remains 

on the parking lot.  The City of Pensacola has spent nearly 3.5 million dollars in the recovery effort so far.  

FEMA has given the city around a third of that. 
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4. Channel 3 New - Dayside 10/27/14 11:00AM/7 minutes News                         **** 
 

**** Today, we reported on the Escambia County six-month flood report.  Six months after the rain began to fall 

on April 29, the sheer scope of the flood’s impact on Escambia County is staggering. One resident lost her life, 

hundreds were displaced from their homes and entire neighborhoods were torn apart by the rising waters.  As of 

the end of September, 466 Escambia County residents are still displaced from their homes as a result of the 

devastating floods. In all, the floods caused an estimated $90 million in damage to the County’s infrastructure 

and facilities.  The National Weather Service estimates show that more than 25 inches of rain fell in 24 hours - 

the highest amount of rainfall recorded since 1879, with the heaviest rains soaking the urbanized areas of the 

County, south of Well Line Road.  An astounding six inches of rain was recorded in a single hour at the airport 

between 9 and 10 p.m.  Today, Escambia County is hard at work repairing roads and bridges to be better and 

stronger than they were before the storm. Almost 80 percent of the 2,318 infrastructure damage sites identified 

after April’s flood have already been addressed or repaired. An additional 17 percent of the damage sites are 

currently under design or repair.  Escambia County was able to move quickly to return our streets, parks and 

facilities to near-normal conditions on our own, without having to wait for federal assistance thanks to the 

passage of Local Option Sales Tax (LOST). That support, coupled with responsible financial management of 

taxpayer money exercised by the Board of County Commissioners, allowed the Board to authorize a $10 million 

interest-free loan from the LOST III Fund to the Disaster Recovery Fund to kick-start recovery efforts.  The April 

floods impacted nearly all aspects of our community, from individuals and families to businesses, the economy, 

parks, public buildings and infrastructure. In turn, the recovery process has required an extraordinary effort from 

the whole community. The County is working to shape these efforts into a cohesive long-term strategy for 

recovery.  The flood of April 2014 once again demonstrated the resiliency of our community and its people. We 

have learned from what has happened. We have a plan to move forward and we will recover on our own terms.  

 

 
5. Channel 3 New - Dayside 10/30/14 11:06AM/1 minute News                        ***** 
 

***** We reported that for the first time since the April floods, staff at the Escambia Health Department on 

Fairfield Drive is moving back in.  Flood-damaged floors, walls, furniture and equipment had to be replaced.  On 

Monday, the Family Health Clinic, Immunization Clinic, and Vital Statistics will re-open.  The WIC Clinic will open 

November 12th.  The goal is for everything to be back to normal by Christmas. 

 
 
6. Channel 3 New at 5PM 11/06/14 05:00PM/2 minutes News                      ****** 
 

****** On Thursday, the Escambia County Board of Commissioners could approve a contract to study drainage 

systems in the Lake Charlene community.  We talked to  residents around the Lake Charlene community whose 

homes were flooded last spring. They recommended the new system be designed to handle water only from this 

community - no other areas.  Hiring a study firm will cost more than $133,000. If the commission approves a 

contract on Thursday, November 06, the funds will come from the Local Option Sales Tax (L.O.S.T.).  After their 

work is completed, it will be presented to the public for review and discussion. The study is due February, 2015. 
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7. Channel 3 New at 6PM 11/17/14 06:02PM/2 minutes News                     ******* 
 

******* We interviewed Greg Strader, Executive Director of BRACE, the “Be Ready Alliance Coordinating for 

Emergencies”, about FEMA ‘s approval of over 905,000 dollars to help Northwest Florida recover from the 

spring flood.  In May, a request for declaration was made for Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, and 

Jackson Counties.  The money will be split between the 5-counties to hire and pay salaries for disaster case and 

construction managers to assess damage left behind by the flood.  Their assessment will decide if a family is 

approved or denied for financial help or manpower assistance.  It could take months before the money is 

actually in hand.   A request for proposal will go out to see which agency will be in charge of hiring.  The 5-

counties have until January 31,
 
2016 to use the grant money. "That's a pretty good indication from FEMA's 

perspective of how long it will take for our community to recover in a significant way." 
 

 
8. Channel 3 New at 6PM 12/05/14 06:06PM/2 minutes News                    ******** 
 
******** We interviewed Greg Strader, Executive Director of BRACE, regarding the volunteers that will arrive 
from all over the country next month to help people still recovering from the April floods.  BRACE is working with 
the organizations "World Renew" and "Mennonite Disaster Services" who will provide skilled labor at no cost to 
the community.  Case managers will determine who needs their services.  The elderly and people with 
disabilities or low income will be supported first.  Greg Strader/BRACE: "They'll be doing everything from putting 
up Sheetrock to finishing Sheetrock, putting in bathtubs, showers, doing really anything that's necessary to 
support the survivor, allowing them to return to safe, sanitary, and functional housing."  BRACE is accepting 
donations to help pay for materials for the repairs. 
 
 


