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ISSUE/description:    6. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry such as the extension of Florida casino 
gambling; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 
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     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM  01/08/15 06:04PM/2 minutes News                   * 
  
* Santa Rosa County leaders are considering whether to re-zone a 600 acre property near 
Chumuckla from agricultural to military.  Escambia County bought the property in 2013 and want to 
trade it to the Navy in exchange for a helicopter training field in Beulah.  The field is right next to Navy 
Federal Credit Union and Escambia County wants to make it available for commercial development.  
Commissioner Wilson Robertson expects the building boom in Beulah to keep on growing.  
Commissioner Wilson Robertson: "Any business that needs to be located within a 100 mile radius of 
any industry where they work, where they supply, we want them to be able to relocate here. We are 
also talking about building an interchange at Beulah Road and 1-10."  Escambia County says the 
Navy would save fuel costs by moving helicopter training closer to Whiting Field in Milton. 
  
 
2. Channel 3 News - Dayside  01/13/15 11:00AM/1 minute News                 ** 
  
** Santa Rosa County is now accepting proposals for projects to be included in the county’s 
RESTORE Multi-Year Implementation Plan. Approximately $4.3 million is available to Santa Rosa 
County in the first dollars offered through the RESTORE Act.  This initial release of funding is a small 
part of an estimated $20-75 million Santa Rosa County is expected to receive once litigation and 
Clean Water Act fines against BP are finalized.  A pre-application workshop is scheduled during the 
Local RESTORE Council meeting Monday, Feb. 9 at 3 p.m.  Interested applicants are welcome to 
attend and ask questions about the proposal process. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 6PM  01/13/15 06:06PM/2 minutes News                *** 
  
*** Many gas stations in Northwest Florida have dipped below $2 dollars a gallon.  As the price of a 
gallon of gas continues to fall a few cents every couple days, the savings can really add up.  Some 
drivers never thought they'd see gas below 2-dollars again.  We interviewed several drivers and 
business owners about the economic effect of lower gas prices.  Ned Bowman is with the Florida 
Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association.  He says lower gas prices gives people 
extra disposable income, which benefits the overall economy.  He attributes the drop in gas prices to 
an oversupply of oil in the marketplace.  Bowman wouldn't speculate on how low gas prices will drop.  
But most motorists like the direction prices are going. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 10PM  01/14/15 10:37PM/3 minutes News              **** 
  
**** A company which makes high end electric cars has built a structure in DeFuniak Springs that's 
getting plenty of attention.  The small panhandle town is hoping its new attraction will bring more 
business downtown.  Owners of Tesla say model S is the future of the automobile industry, and a 
charging station is part of that technology.  For the first time, DeFuniak Springs will be on a map of 
charging stations where owners of Tesla automobiles can pull in and charge up.  Teslas are entirely 
electric, and the Tesla motor company is building charging stations around the country, hoping to 
spread them out every 150-200 miles.  DeFuniak Springs fits in that space.  The city allowed Tesla to 
build the chargers at no cost to DeFuniak Springs.  Drivers of Tesla vehicles can now stop downtown 
to charge up.  Odalia South, owner of an antiques store right across the street from the charger, says 
those drivers will be telling friends how our town looks, and how welcomed they have been, and the 
amazing things that they see here in this historic part of DeFuniak.  Other business owners say the 
presence of Tesla allows historic DeFuniak Springs to be ahead of the technological advance.  And 
that, they say, will be good for the city, and the entire panhandle, as that technology progresses. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News - Dayside  01/16/15 11:21AM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs           ***** 
  
***** In our “Dayside Garden” regular weekly segment, today we noted that it is national Arbor Day, a 
day set aside to plant and care for trees.  Kathryn Daniel interviewed Beth Bolles from the Escambia 
County Extension Office to explain Arbor Day and how we can best celebrate it.  We couldn’t exist 
without plants and trees … they do so much for the environment, and winter is the best time for 
planting trees.  Bolles recommended planting trees that are native to our area. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News - Dayside  01/21/15 11:02AM/2 minutes News            ****** 
  
****** We reported on a major luxury resort under construction in Destin.  Developers unveiled plans 
today of the $300 million dollar resort, and what economic impact they expect it to have on that city. 
  They said it's already seen an economic boost for Destin, and they expect it to continue, with nearly 
300 direct full time jobs. If you factor in the indirect jobs, that goes on up to about 500. And including 
all the construction workers and all the trades, we're at 1,500 jobs. So it's a significant economic and 
employment boom to the area.  Residents say that could be a positive thing for Destin, because a lot 
of young people need jobs here, decent paying jobs.  But there are concerns for the Crystal Beach 
neighborhood, mainly for a significant increase to traffic, plus people would tend to speed through the 
neighborhood and put people at risk.  Developers say their goal is to be a good neighbor.  One 
objective is to continue to support and protect Henderson State Park; to educate visitors to the 
natural resources that are here.  A major strategy of the resort is to continue to focus on the family-
friendly tourism Destin has prided itself on, but to add an emphasis on bringing corporate business to 
the area.  They say that could give the tourism industry an even larger push, so the impact on the 
local economy is going to be substantial. 
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7.  Facing Florida  02/01/15 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs          ******* 
 
******* This week Visit Florida’s Paul Phipps and Gail Loveless discussed their plans for making 
horse enthusiasts part of our tourism economy.  
 
 
8. 3 in the Morning  02/09/15 05:32AM/2 minutes News         ******** 
  
******** The old Pensacola News Journal building in Downtown Pensacola will be revamped by fall 
2016.  The property is at the corner of Romana and Jefferson Street, and is about six acres.  Quint 
Studer bought it a little more than year ago, and the Vice President of the company that's helping to 
re-design the property, John Myslak, gave Channel Three a look at the site plans.  The re-designed 
building is four to five stories, with a swimming pool.  Studer said he wants the first floor to be 
designated for businesses that will provide basic needs; like a pharmacy, doctor's office, small 
grocery and/or a dry cleaner.  Second through fifth floors will be residential units.  There will also be 
elevated parking that will be hidden by apartments, a design popular in urban multifamily larger 
markets.  The long term goal is to create a neighborhood around the new building. He said he and 
Studer want to tie in areas like Seville and Aragon by making it easier for pedestrian access.  Myslak 
said the old PNJ building will be torn completely torn down by April.  He also said he expects to have 
the residential, garage, and retail units built by fall of 2016.  The project is expected to cost up to $50 
million and will add between 200 to 300 construction jobs. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News - Dayside  02/11/15 11:00AM/3 minutes News       ********* 
  
********* The second annual Pensacon is just a couple of weeks away.  The event is expected to 
bring in visitors from around the country, and beyond.  It's more than just costumes, make-up and 
movies and more.  Pensacon also offers a wide variety of merchandise to those who attend.  We 
spoke with Pensacon Vendor Coordinator, Jason Thomsen, about what he considers a perfect mix 
for the multi-genre event.  He also noted that the event showcases Pensacola for national vendors.  3 
Alarm Comics was an out of town vendor at last year's Pensacon. They liked the area so much that 
they're opening a new store here on Navy Boulevard.  Local vendors agree it helps them within the 
community as well.  "We've been doing, selling comic books on the Emerald Coast for 30 years now 
and this is probably, actually easily, the best thing that's happened for the genre," said Ed Nehring 
with TBS Comics.   "Word of mouth travels fast, and when you hold something this good, people 
know about it," said Michael Gaut with Price Busters Games.  For vendors and visitors, Pensacon 
looms large. 
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10. Channel 3 News at 6PM  02/13/15 06:05PM/2 minutes News               *10 
 
*10. Tourism is a key industry in Okaloosa County, second only to the military in terms of economic 
impact.  Laura Hussey reported, "The wall of brochures at the Emerald Coast Welcome Center is a 
great visual on the importance of tourism.  Each of the cards on display represents a business that 
needs customers, and a family depending on the income."   A television ad is running in cities like 
Atlanta, Birmingham and Dallas, selling a lifestyle called "Emerald Coasting."  Shantelle Dedicke of 
the Emerald Coast Convention and Visitors Bureau says the ad promotes the area’s dining, shopping 
and fishing, but above all our beautiful beaches.  But the bulk of the Emerald Coast ad plan is digital 
search engine placement: web, Facebook and Twitter, all with the #Emeraldcoasting.  Dedicke says 
the hashtag is turning our destination into a verb.  The Economic Development Council says every 
tourism dollar circulates through the local economy 1.8 times.  A big push is going on now to get 
visitors here between January and Memorial Day  
 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 6PM  03/04/15 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *11 
 
*11. A new company is moving to the area and bringing along up to 15 new jobs.  Aero Sekur, a 
specialist in helicopter life-raft and flotation systems, announced it will be moving into a vacant 
building on 410 W. Herman Street in Pensacola.  The company, headquartered in Italy, will be 
moving it’s New Jersey operation to Northwest Florida, and looking for people for quality assurance, 
electrical and mechanical jobs, paying more than $40,000 a year.  John Hutchinson with the 
Community Economic Development Association says the company is expected to be up and running 
in the Escambia County office by the end of April.   The plan is to hire 5 to 7 people immediately.  
Eventually they will get their staff up to 15.  Hutchinson says ever since Airbus announced their move 
to Mobile, Aerospace companies have been looking to set up shop in the area.  The strong military 
air presence is also a big lure.  “The workforce impressed them,” Hutchinson said. “You have about 
6,000 military folks coming out of the service in Northwest Florida, and many of them are trained in 
aircraft operations and maintenance.” 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 6PM  03/05/15 06:00PM/2 minutes News               *12 
 
*12. The United Way did a nationwide study using statistics from the 2012 Census to identify and 
understand ALICE households. ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed people.  The United Way of Santa Rosa County is reaching out to those families who 
qualify for help.  23% of households in Santa Rosa County are too poor to maintain a certain quality 
of life, but too wealthy to qualify for government help.  We profiled a retired Santa Rosa County 
school district worker who is now considered ALICE.   The United Way said many people are 
rejected by federal agencies for help because they are above poverty level. But, they still have 
difficulty meeting basic needs.  The United Way is using this study to identify ALICE households so 
they can help work with both public and private agencies to improve the ALICE population. 
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13. Channel 3 News at 10PM  03/09/15 10:00PM/1.5 minutes News               *13 
 
*13. There could be some changes to Highway 90 in Milton.  The Florida Department of 
Transportation said 20,000 cars use the highway every day.  The department has started a traffic 
study on the possible changes, looking at four alternate routes.  Former Milton Mayor Guy Thompson 
said moving the flow of traffic from downtown could have an impact on businesses.   Many business 
people are very concerned of the loss of traffic in front of their business which would mean loss of 
business, and if they lose business, that's loss of jobs and loss of revenues; that's loss of money in 
our community and it would hurt the economy in our community and the surrounding area.  
 
 
14. Channel 3 News at 5PM  03/15/15 05:16PM/1.5 minutes News               *14 
 
*14. Pensacola was recently voted one of the nerdiest cities in America. And one weekend in 
February, those nerds came here to celebrate at Pensacon. And they brought their money with them, 
to the tune of four million dollars.  Pensacon Organizers said that visitors spent roughly three point 
eight million dollars in the area. Local businesses said they felt the force of those dollars.  But the 
effects of Pensacon didn't end in February. Grant Comeaux manages the newly opened 3 Alarm 
Comics store in Pensacola. The store has been based in Biloxi for years, but after two successful 
trips to Pensacon, they decided to open a second location here.  He said Pensacon, and the city of 
Pensacola, have made his company feel at home, and that he wouldn't be surprised if more similar 
businesses opened up in the city for the same reason.  Pensacon officials have already set the date 
for next year's event and said they're hoping for an even more successful event 
 
 
 
 
 


