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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/13/15 10:07PM/2 minutes News                   * 
 
* At the end of 2014 Representative Matt Gaetz asked a number of politicians across Okaloosa County to 
sign what he called an "accountability initiative." The initiative was made up of a number of issues he said 
were of direct importance to communities all across Okaloosa County. On Tuesday evening, the Ft. 
Walton Beach City Council invited Representative Gaetz to come forward and talk about that initiative, 
and what importance it holds for residents of the area.  In September, Representative Gaetz launched 
"accountabilityokaloosa.com," a website where residents could list their concerns and ideas.  Gaetz said 
"we've had over 100 ideas posted by regular citizens. We've had thousands of votes. And I think it's one 
of the most open circuit processes that we've had for government decision making in a generation."  
Gaetz took what he calls the TOP NINE concerns for the county and listed them on a pledge of support 
he sent to some area politicians. He says some in office have signed the pledge.  According to Gaetz, 
"well, we've gotten about a dozen folks together that are committed to achieving some very remarkable 
and worthy goals."  Critics of Gaetz and his initiative accuse him of being too involved in local level 
politics. The Ft. Walton Beach City Council invited Gaetz to speak and answer some of those concerns.  
Fort Walton Beach Mayor Mike Anderson posed one of them.  "About home rule; I think the TDC funds 
thing is a perfect example where home rule needs to take place."  Gaetz said as a resident and 
representative of the area, he hopes more meetings like this one will clarify his position.  "Tonight, we're 
actually engaging in an open circuit process, where, in front of the public, in front of everyone, we're 
discussing the things that matter to folks and that we should work on together."  Gaetz says he 
understands not all in office might support the initiative. He says he hopes to find common ground to start 
working on solutions.  
  
 
 
2.  Facing Florida 02/06/15 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 ** 
 
** On today’s program we profiled Florida Governor Rick Scott as he took the oath of office Tuesday for 
his second term.  He is less strident, more conciliatory, has a more focused agenda, and is generally 
more comfortable as Governor than in his first term. 
 
 
3.  Facing Florida 03/15/15 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                *** 
 
*** Guns, Greyhounds, the Challenged, the Seminole Compact, and a whole lot more are on the table in 
the final six weeks of the legislative session. One man, Senate President Andy Gardiner holds life or 
death on every bill.  On today’s program we profiled the 2

nd
 most powerful man in Florida: Senate 

President Andy Gardiner. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/02/15 10:03PM/2 minutes News              **** 
 
**** Back in 2012 each member of the Crestview City Council was ordered to pay $500 each for violating 
Florida's Sunshine Law.  Public records show they were talking to each other about city business through 
e-mails.   A member of the community says not long after, three of them were found breaking the 
Sunshine Law again.  Landrum Edwards stood before the Crestview City Council last week challenging 
two former members and one current councilman to take a lie detector test.   Edwards says nearly two 
years ago before a meeting he saw these three councilmen in the room prior to a council meeting.  "His 
allegations are of course ridiculous and I think it's an effort to distract the voters from the real issues the 
level of crime, horrendous traffic, and a lack of leadership this community has had for the past eight 
years," said Councilman Tom Gordon.  Both men are running for Crestview Mayor.  Gordon says he 
wonders why this is being brought up nearly two years later. Edwards stands by his claim and says he's 
brought up the alleged violation numerous times over the years.  We contacted Crestview City Hall about 
the allegation they have no comment at this time.  Gordon says he's willing to take a lie detector test. 
Edwards has yet to take the test.  
 
 
5. This Week with 03/29/15 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs             ***** 
    With George Stephanopoulos 
 
***** Guests today were Martin O’Malley (D-MD), former Maryland Governor; Jennifer Granholm (D-MI), 
Former Michigan Governor; Fareed Zakaria, Host of CNN’s “GPS”; and Victoria Kennedy, Co-Founder of 
the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the U.S. Senate.  Topics discussed were the 2016 Presidential 
Democratic Nomination, the week’s politics, and the opening of the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the 
U.S. Senate. 
 
 
 


