
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: March 31, 2010 
 
 
Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking, investment and housing foreclosure 

crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and 
Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career opportunities for 
young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local 
economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. In Focus 01/03/10 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      * 
 
* Pensacola city government is undergoing significant change, with 4 new members elected (3 of them are 
women) and a new mayor.  Plus, there is a movement to rewrite the city charter, and some interest in 
consolidating local governments and unifying services.  Our guest today was Mayor-elect Mike Wiggins, 
who has been on the City Council in an at-large position for 14 years.  He ran for Mayor on the slogan 
“Pensacola…from good to great!”  He discussed many of the issues facing the city, but primarily the 
economy.  He said the City government must focus on economic development, including the immediate 
completion of the Community Maritime Park; then improvements to the technology park; then all the other 
things to make the city attractive to employers and businesses. 
 
 
2. This Week with 01/10/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                         ** 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
** Today’s guest was Christina Romer, Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers.  Topics discussed 
included economic recovery, the housing market, and President Obama’s administrations plans for 2010. 
 
 
3. In Focus 01/10/10 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      *** 
 
*** This week’s program featured a look ahead to the economy in the local area and across the country as 
we fare this “great recession”.  Our guest was Rick Harper of the HAAS Center for Economic Studies at 
the University of West Florida.  He referred to the federal governments efforts to stabilize banking and 
credit and the auto industry, and said all data indicates the economy has stopped falling, but the problem 
is still money liquidity…the larger national banks with access to cheap government loans are lending 
again, but local and regional banks still aren’t loaning money.  And Florida community banks are facing a 
reset in adjustable rate loans (meaning more foreclosures), plus a very slow population growth rate points 
to a weak commercial real estate market.  Thus 2010 will be a “hangover” year from the economic and 
financial crisis.  Florida has lost about a million jobs since 2006, and Harper thinks it will take several 
years to get back to that level.  The Panhandle area has weathered the bad economy better than the 
remainder of Florida, due primarily to our military payrolls and “drive-to” tourism. 
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Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking and investment crisis, unemployment; 

a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of 
new industry; lack of career opportunities for young people; and the 
effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 
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Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
4. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 01/11/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                      **** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Do you think Florida should resume the sales tax holiday for back-to-
school shopping?”  Florida lawmakers are looking at resurrecting the tax holiday.  Florida Retail 
Federation President Rick McAllister estimated that a $44 million tax break for an 11-day period would 
increase tax revenues by $118 million. 
 
 
5. In Focus 01/17/10 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      ***** 
 
***** Our guest was newly-appointed Interim County Administrator for Escambia County, Larry Newsome. 
 He discussed the process by which the County Commission dismissed the previous Administrator, Bob 
McLaughlin, and appointed him.  He also talked about his qualifications and strengths, and how he plans 
to improve communication with the Commissioners about county issues. He discussed the top issues 
facing the County…the economy, improving government productivity, and improving government spending 
to stimulate the economy.  
 
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 01/26/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                   ****** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today’s issue was … “Do you believe the middle class needs more tax breaks?”  President 0bama 
wants to double the Child Care Tax Credit for middle-class families.  The proposal is one of five new 
recommendations from the President's Middle Class Task Force, which was established one year ago.   
The President says the middle class has been under assault for a long time and he wants to re-establish 
their sense of security that's slipped away in recent years.  Low income families would also receive a $1.6 
billion increase in child care funding, the largest one-year increase in two decades.  The White House is 
also proposing expanding tax credits to match retirement savings, and expanding federal support for 
families caring for elderly relatives.  The recommendations will be included in Obama's proposed 2011 
budget, which is set to be unveiled February 1.   
 

 

 
7. State of the Union Address 01/27/10 08:00PM/104 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ******* 
    And Republican Response 
 
******* President Obama presented his assessment of the country’s economy, and his plans for the 
government to end the recession and stimulate economic growth. 
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8. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/01/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                ******** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******** Today’s issue was … “Does the federal deficit worry you?”  The Treasury Department says it 
expects to borrow $392 billion in the current quarter to finance the largest annual budget deficit in history.  
The treasury department also says it borrowed $260 billion in last year's fourth quarter.  The projections 
come the same day that President Barack Obama issued a budget that forecast a record $1.56 trillion 
deficit. Included in the budget package are $53 billion in tax cuts and $50 billion job-creating measures.  
But Obama's plan is just a giant set of suggestions for congress, since lawmakers are in charge of actually 
cutting the checks.  It will be many months before a final budget is approved.  But it's already being met 
with stiff resistance.  House Republican Whip, Eric Cantor of Virginia says the president's budget spends 
more than any other in history... creates the largest deficits in history... and imposes the largest tax 
increases in history -- at a time when our country can least afford it.  House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, on the 
other hand, praised Obama for approaching the budget with "equal commitment to economic growth and 
fiscal responsibility"  
 
 
9. This Week with 02/07/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                ********* 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
********* Today’s guest was Timothy Geithner, Secretary of the Treasury, discussing the nation’s 
economy. 
 
 
10. This Week with 02/21/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               ********** 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
********** Today’s guests were Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R-CA) and Governor Edward Rendell 
(D-PA) discussing the Stimulus Plan’s effect on the economy across the country.. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 03/15/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ******* 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was … “Do you support the development of the Community Maritime Park without 
the Maritime Museum?”  Millions of dollars, once slated for a major part of Pensacola's Maritime Park, 
have been lost.  The University of West Florida says they're not ready to go forward with the Maritime 
Museum and they'll be turning down 13 million dollars in federal stimulus money.  About $11 million of 
those tax credits will now be used to pay for additional elements of the park that previously had been cut 
out for budget reasons.  While work on the park has already begun... it will likely be years before the 
construction of the museum begins. 
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