
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: March 31, 2008 
 
 
Issue/description: 3. THE ECONOMY.  Unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 

Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on 
our local economy.                                               

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. ABC News Special Report 01/18/08 10:30AM/11 minutes News                     * 
 
* President Bush briefly addressed the country with comments on the economy. 
  
 
2. Straughn & Company 01/27/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ** 
 
** This month’s topic was “Fighting Poverty and Homelessness”.  Our guests were Brunie Emmanuel of 
the Escarosa Coalition on the Homeless, and Marcia Nowlin of the community collaborative Poverty 
Solutions Team.  A count of the area’s homeless is underway.  Most recent numbers show that 44% of 
the local homeless population is children.  In our two county area, the numbers grew from 283 families 
(with 654 children) in 2004 to 450 families (with 1,073 children) in 2007.  Government and civic groups are 
joining social service agencies to try to find solutions…including providing more affordable housing and 
employment training. 
 
 
3. American Crossroads 02/24/08 11:36PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  *** 
 
*** This week’s program centered on the crisis in the housing market, and federal help to ease the crisis 
and boost the economy.  We interviewed economists to find out when the market will begin to rebound.  In 
our local segment we explored the concept of a “short sale” in real estate, where a lender takes less than 
what is owed on the mortgage.  The lender cuts his losses, and the seller gets to move on with fairly 
decent credit. 
 
 
4. In Focus 03/30/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 **** 
 

**** In light of the budget crunch in Florida, some Escambia County Commissioners want to cut their 
salaries and that of state legislators by about 10%.  Our guest today was Commissioner Kevin White, who 
authored a resolution to send to the legislature asking for the cuts.  The legislature would have to approve 
budget cuts in the salaries of local county commissions.  Barring such action, some commissioners would 
like to give some of their salary after taxes back to the county general fund.   
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