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1.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/05/05 10:08PM/2 minutes News                   * 
 
* We reported that a Biochemistry professor at Mobile’s University of South Alabama has created a 
technique for preventing and treating respiratory viruses, especially Respiratory Syncytial Virus, or 
RSV.  Over 125,000 infants are hospitalized each year with RSV and there is currently no vaccine.  A 
pharmaceutical company is funding the project, and clinical testing of the drug may come in about a 
year. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/06/05 06:08PM/4 minutes News                  ** 
 
** The American Lung Association is giving Florida failing grades when it comes to anti- smoking 
policies. The health group released its State of Tobacco Control report card Thursday.  Advocates 
blasted Florida lawmakers for failing to put enough money into programs that fight tobacco use. 
Funding for the state's popular and successful Students Working Against Tobacco program, also 
known as SWAT, was slashed by the legislature over the last two years.  The American Lung 
Association says smoking-related illnesses cost Florida taxpayers 10-billion dollars a year.  The 
group wants lawmakers to raise the cigarette excise tax, which has been at 34 cents a pack for more 
than a decade.  Higher taxes, advocates say, could pay for anti-smoking programs as well as 
discourage smoking among young people.  Brenda Olsen with the American Lung Association said 
that a high cigarette tax prevents cigarette companies from creating future generations of smokers by 
making cigarettes too expensive for kids to buy.  Studies have shown over and over again that by 
raising the cost of cigarettes by 10 percent, it will reduce youth smoking by approximately 7 percent, 
and then additionally another 4 percent of the adult population.  Florida's cigarette taxes rank 41st 
nationwide. That’s among the lowest in the country. 17 other states have cigarette taxes of one dollar 
or more per pack.  
 In a second story, we reported that President Bush says frivolous cases are driving up health care 
costs.  He’s calling for a $250,000 cap on pain and suffering awards by juries in lawsuits against 
doctors and companies.  Insurance for doctors has been rising faster than medical costs.  But some 
trial lawyers say it’s the insurance companies that are to blame for the rising rates because doctors 
usually win malpractice cases.  The President met with members of Congress today to make his 
case for malpractice lawsuit reform. 
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3.  In Focus 01/16/05 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 *** 
 
*** Going to the doctor or hospital can be a pleasant enough experience…today…but how about a 
doctor’s visit 100 or 200 years ago?  Today’s guest, local historian and author John Appleyard, 
discussed his latest book, “Medical Milestones: Northwest Florida’s Medical History”, and the many 
important medical breakthroughs that originated here in our area. 
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/19/05 06:01PM/4 minutes News               **** 
 

**** Nearly 30,000 critically ill Floridians could lose their health care coverage under Governor Jeb 
Bush's proposed budget. The governor wants to eliminate the state's Medically Needy program as 
part of his efforts to reform the costly Medicaid system. Desperately sick patients are hoping 
lawmakers won't forsake them.  The governor's budget proposal would cover limited prescription 
costs, but no hospitalization or doctor's visits.  Activist Anne Swerlick says the cuts affect patients 
facing everything from organ transplants to cancer and multiple sclerosis.  The governor's proposed 
budget puts the legislature in a tough position. They must balance what Jeb Bush says are critically 
needed reforms to rein in the skyrocketing cost of Medicaid services with potentially cutting critical 
services that thousands of Floridians need to survive.  The governor's proposed cuts to the Medically 
Needy program would save the state 164 million dollars in the coming year.  Lawmakers saved the 
program last year after dozens of seriously ill patients came up to Tallahassee to plead for its 
continuation.  The potential budget cuts are fueling a lot of anxiety among local Medically Needy 
Program participants.  Lupus patient Ramona Hicks has been hospitalized three times in the past 
year... once for a double mastectomy.   She says the demise of the program could mean the end of 
her life.  Ramona Hicks said that without the monthly benefits, she'll have to turn entirely to 
emergency room care for medical attention.  Baptist Hospital administrators say their E-R is already 
at capacity and that their facility already has serious issues with the uninsured...these proposed 
budget cuts would seriously strain an already strapped system. 

 
 
5.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 01/26/05 11:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs              ***** 
 
***** The owner of a Michigan company is forcing his employees to either quit smoking or lose their 
jobs.  This ban on tobacco use, whether at home or at the workplace, cost four workers their jobs 
when they refused to take mandatory urine tests.  The owner says 20 of his 200 employees have 
kicked the habit since the ban went into place.  He says the rule is designed to protect the firm from 
high health care costs.  Our topic of discussion tonight was whether a company should be allowed to 
fire employees who smoke.  Viewers sent e-mail comments and called in to discuss the issue on-air. 
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6.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 02/04/05 11:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs             ****** 
 
****** Some conservatives and watchdog groups are critical of the decision to have Medicare’s new 
prescription drug program cover sexual performance drugs such as Viagra, Levitra and Cialis, used 
primarily for erectile dysfunction.  Some researchers say the drugs can help treat enlarged hearts 
caused by high blood pressure, but critics say tax-funded Viagra will drain resources from medication 
for more severe conditions.  Tonight we asked our viewers to call in and discuss whether drugs like 
Viagra should be covered by Medicare’s prescription drug program.  
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 02/07/05 11:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs           ******* 
 
******* President Bush’s budget proposal calls for cutting government spending, while boosting 
military and homeland security funding.  Bush is proposing cuts in health care payments to the 
nation’s poor and veterans.  Tonight, we questioned whether viewers supported or opposed this plan.  
Viewers e-mailed and then phoned in to discuss the issue. 
 
 
8.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/10/05 10:07PM/2 minutes News          ******** 
 
********  The hundreds of new cancer patients diagnosed each year in Okaloosa County will no longer 
have to go out of town for comprehensive cancer care.  The Fort Walton Beach Medical Center has 
added thirty-three private patient rooms to the hospital, and has brought on-board a team to address 
not just medical - but emotional, financial, and other needs of the cancer patient as well.  The team 
also involves the resources of the adjacent Emerald Coast Cancer Care - and 21st Century 
Oncology, with its brand new building.  When it opens next week, patients and their families will find a 
community resource center, a gift closet to provide free supportive items, even a pet visitation 
program.  The Medical Center has invested more than three million dollars in the project. 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 02/11/05 11:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs         ********* 
 
********* Two federally-funded studies recommend that virtually all Americans undergo routine testing 
for the AIDS virus.  The studies say the cost for testing would be outweighed by a reduction in new 
infections and quicker treatment of people who have been exposed.  One expert says failing to act 
now would be a critical disservice to patients with the virus, and the nation’s overall health.  The 
director of HIV/AIDS prevention at the CDC says the agency will consider the recommendations.  
Tonight our viewers called in to discuss whether all Americans should be routinely tested for the 
AIDS virus. 
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10.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/21/05 06:00PM/2 minutes News series       ********** 
     “Beyond the Baby Blues” 02/22/05 06:04PM/2 minutes 
  02/23/05 06:07PM/2 minutes 
 
********** More than 85% of mothers will develop the short lived "Post Partum Blues" marked by 
teariness and irritability which usually resolves on its own within a few weeks.  In this 3-part series, 
we reported on a phenomenon way beyond the Baby Blues - Post Partum Depression.  It's caused in 
part by major hormone decreases, and untreated it can last for years.  For the next three nights local 
moms shared their stories of survival, and local doctors discussed the symptoms and treatments for 
the condition.  In the 3

rd
 installment, we talked with members of the local Post Partum Support Group, 

formed to help identify and intervene when new moms develop PPD. 
 
 
11.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 02/28/05 11:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs      *********** 
 
*********** A delegation of 6 U.S. Governors said local pharmacists should be allowed to re-import 
safe, affordable prescription drugs from Canada, where American-made, taxpayer-subsidized 
medicine is sold for as little as half the U.S. retail price.  The Bush administration has contended that 
buying drugs in other countries is unsafe, but the delegation says safety concerns about Canadian 
drugs are unfounded.  Tonight’s discussion by viewers concerned whether Americans should be 
allowed to import cheaper prescription drugs from Canada.  
  
 
12.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 03/07/05 11:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs      *********** 
 
************ The question of assisted suicide for terminally ill patients is again in the news.  A 74 year 
old Connecticut man is charged with manslaughter for helping his friend commit suicide, and faces 
up to 10 years in prison if convicted.  The man was one of many friends who held around-the-clock 
vigils to care for 66-year-old John Welles, who suffered from prostate cancer and made it clear that 
he intended to commit suicide.  On the morning he did, Williams cleaned Welles’ revolver and carried 
it outside for him.  Many people in their town are now rallying to support Williams.  Tonight’s question 
for discussion: “Should a man be charged with manslaughter for helping his dying friend commit 
suicide?”  Viewers sent e-mail comments and then called to discuss the issue on-the-air. 
 
 
13.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/08/05 10:03PM/1 minute News   ************* 
 

*************  Florida's Medically Needy program was once in danger of being cut out of this year's 
budget.  Now, Governor Bush is recommending lawmakers put nearly 400-million dollars into the 
program that helps Floridians with overwhelming medical bills pay for their expenses.  If his proposal 
passes, nearly 40-thousand Floridians would be eligible for full services from the Medically Needy 
Program on July first. 
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14.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/28/05 06:00PM/2 minutes News  ************** 
 
************** The Department of Veteran's Affairs announced today that it has awarded a contract to 
Heery/PMC of Atlanta for the VA/DOD Joint Ambulatory Care Clinic that will be located on Corry 
Station in Pensacola.  It's a 200-thousand square foot, state of the art facility that will provide a full 
range of services to area veterans, including dental, cardiology, audiology, and pharmacy.  It's a 
much needed replacement for the current clinics in Pensacola, and will be a model for the country.  
The VA expects to break ground on the clinic sometime in May, and the new facility should be ready 
to open its doors in January 2007. 
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