
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2010 
 
ISSUE/description:    4. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 10/08/10 05:03PM/2 minutes News                     * 
 
* We reported on yesterday’s ruling by the Florida Supreme Court following arguments by the Florida 
Education Association challenging the Class Size Amendment on the November ballot.  The Court 
unanimously rejected the challenge and the Amendment will remain on the ballot, allowing voters to 
determine if class size limits should be loosened. 
 
 
2. 3 in the Morning 10/14/10 06:03AM/2 minutes News                    ** 
 
** Our report concerned President Obama’s call to Congress to help students and parents cover 
college costs by extending the American Opportunity Tax Credit, introduced as part of the massive 
Economic Stimulus in 2009, but set to expire at the end of 2010 unless extended by Congress.  The 
tax break covers tuition, textbooks, computers, etc. and is available for four undergraduate years. 
 
 
3. 20/20 10/15/10 09:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                  *** 
 
*** Tonight’s program focused on Bullying in schools.  According to The National Education 
Association, 160,000 kids won’t go to school on any given day for fear of being bullied.  Bullying has 
become an epidemic in this country, and more kids are tragically choosing to take their own lives 
because they can’t take it anymore.  Chris Cuomo talked to families, kids, educators and lawmakers 
to find out what’s going on.  He talked to the bullied and confronted the bullies. 
 
 
4. 3 in the Morning-Sunday 10/31/10 06:34AM/2 minutes News                 **** 
 
**** We presented a summary of the Florida Gubernatorial Debate held on Saturday, where the focus 
was on each candidate’s plans for the state’s education system, as they worked to rally voters three 
days before the election.  Republican Rick Scott shaped his plan with help from former Governor Jeb 
Bush.  It focused on expanding public education online, and allowing students to go to any school they 
wished to attend, including private schools.  The Florida Education Association backs Democrat Alex 
Sink’s plan, which focuses on making the existing public system stronger with more involvement from 
parents, teachers and administrators.          
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5. ABC News Nightline 11/12/10 11:01PM/15 minutes News/Public Affairs              ***** 
 
***** One segment of tonight’s program focused on an investigation of For-Profit Education. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News First at 4 11/17/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs             ****** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue … “Do you believe 7 a.m. is too early for high schoolers to start 
class?”  A local doctor says some high school students are being set up to fail. Pediatrician, Dr. Lynn 
Keefe, says early class times lead to poor performance, physical problems and a greater risk of 
dropping out.  At Okaloosa County high schools, class starts at 7am.  Dr. Keefe says that's the earliest 
in the nation, with some students catching the bus at 5:20am.  She says she sees the negative effects 
in her practice...including migraines, hypertension and nutrition disorders.  Dr. Keefe believes many of 
the kids have sleep deprivation, and that research shows getting up early contradicts a teen's natural 
sleep pattern.  Okaloosa County School Superintendent Dr. Alexis Tibbetts says she favors later start 
times, but logistical and financial obstacles stand in the way. The National Sleep Foundation says 
early school start times are one of the reasons many high schoolers are sleep deprived.  The group 
says that can impair their ability to pay attention, solve problems, cope with stress and retain 
information...and can eventually lead to more serious problems. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 10PM 11/30/10 10:03PM/2 minutes News             ******* 
 
******* Tallahassee correspondent Mike Vasilinda reported on the growing problem of cheating by 
college students.  He spoke with UCF Professor Richard Quinn, who said it was so bad in his classes 
that one student dropped off a copy of a test bank (prepared by textbook authors for professors) 
instead of the test itself.  He said one of his tests showed at least one third of the students had 
cheated.  At FSU, 187 students were penalized for cheating last year, and most of that was 
plagiarism.  But students we interviewed said cheating there was just as common as the UCF case.  
Students who don’t cheat are angry because they work hard for the grades while the cheaters just buy 
the test answers. 
  
 
8. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 12/01/10 04:34PM/2 minutes News           ******** 

 
******** We reported that Santa Rosa County is one of the many school districts in the state that could 
face fines for violating class size limits.  According to the Florida Department of Education, Santa 
Rosa had 393 classes that were over the acceptable limits.  Walton County had 11 classrooms out of 
compliance, while Escambia and Okaloosa counties met all the requirements.  The caps are 18 
students in Kindergarten through third grade, 22 in fourth through eighth grade and 25 in high school. 
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9. ABC News Nightline 12/13/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs        ********* 
 
********* One segment tonight concerned the College Cheating Culture. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/21/10 10:08PM/2 minutes News         ********** 
 
********** We reported on a new national study from a group called The Education Trust that shows 
23% of high school graduates do not get the minimum score needed on the enlistment test to join any 
branch of the military.  These test scores paint a grim picture of an education system that produces 
graduates who can’t answer basic math, science and reading questions. 
 
 
 


