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1. Channel 3 News at 5PM  01/04/17 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News                   * 
  

* For more than a decade, the city of Fort Walton Beach has waited to see a state of the art hotel, 
apartment complex and shopping area rise on the corner of Highway 98 and Perry Avenue.  On 
Wednesday, construction began on the new Landmark Center.  Construction workers spent the day 
piling the crushed rock high.  On Thursday, they will use a crane to bore holes into the ground to 
build a foundation with the crushed rock.  Christopher Saul spoke with project manager Christian 
Mills, who is excited the project is about to get underway.  After several delays locals are excited to 
see movement on the property.  Dr. David Goetsch was the president of the chamber of commerce in 
2004 when the project was first brought up.  "It's going to be a destination," Dr. Goetsch said.  "The 
best kind of economic impact comes from creating a place that people from outside of the community 
want to come into the community and spend their money."  Tom Rice, a city native who has a 
restaurant downtown, said having businesses and a new hotel come to town is exciting because it 
brings a reason for people to just come downtown.  The project will employ about 500 people at its 
peak and the company expects to open the doors of the new center on memorial day of 2018. 

 
 
2. 3 in the Morning  01/06/17 06:30AM/2 minutes News                 ** 
  

** We reported that the city of Gulf Shores is teaming with a private development partner to bring a 
new, 240-room full service hotel, spa and meeting facility to the city.  If approved, the hotel would 
also be a part of a proposed mixed-use development that will include a restaurant, street level retail 
and a third floor pool deck overlooking the beach.  Creating a more engaging, pedestrian-friendly 
environment has been a top priority for city leaders since 2014. 

 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM  01/06/17 10:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
  
*** Christopher Saul reported that “snowbirds” have descended on Destin!  “Snowbirds” are visitors 
from northern states and Canada who visit the beach community during winter months to escape the 
misery of the cold northern climate.  More than 1,100 have registered this winter in Destin, and are 
giving an economic boost to our area 
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4. Channel 3 News - Dayside  01/13/17 11:00AM/1 minute News              **** 
  

**** The Pensacola Bay ferry service initially scheduled to begin this spring has been delayed and will 
not start back up until 2018.  The Gulf Islands National Seashore, City of Pensacola, and Escambia 
County officials made that announcement today.  The postponement was caused by multiple factors, 
including delays in the contracting and construction processes for the ferry service operation, and the 
receipt of a limited number of bids from interested ferry operators.  When completed, the service will 
operate two 150-passenger ferries between downtown, Pensacola Beach and Fort Pickens. 

 
5. 20/20 Special Edition: 01/13/17 09:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs             ***** 
    My Reality: A Hidden America 
***** Millions of Americans are working harder than ever, but feel they are falling further behind. For 
so many the American Dream’s opportunities seem to have changed since the days when they were 
growing up.  What does it take to stay middle class today?  For more than a year, Diane Sawyer and 
a team traveled coast-to-coast to explore issues of opportunity, income inequality, striving American 
works and community solutions in America.   
 
 
6. Full Measure 01/15/17 09:00AM/5 minutes Public Affairs            ****** 
    With Sharyl Attkisson 
****** Correspondent Lisa Fletcher examined President Elect Trump’s campaign promise that he 
would bring back mining jobs to coal-producing states to keep their economy afloat.  Those promises 
caused many lifelong Democrats to vote for Trump.  But we found the reality to be more sobering.  
Coal demand for power generation has plummeted from 50% to 30% in the last decade, and that’s 
led to fewer mining jobs.  Blair Zimmerman, a county commissioner, mined coal just like his dad and 
grandad.  But he says it will take more than promises for coal to come back.  Natural gas is a 
cheaper and cleaner fuel for power generation, and companies won’t shift back to coal.  And for 
every miner who loses his job, it affects 4 other people in the community, so even more people are 
out of work, with no relief in sight.  The Trump team did not reply to our interview request. 

 
7. Channel 3 News First at 4  01/16/17 04:00PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
  

******* Hannah MacKenzie reported live from a downtown construction site that business is booming 
for those in the construction industry.  According to a survey by the Associated General Contractors 
of America, 73 percent of construction firms plan to expand their payrolls in 2017.  Construction is a 
common sight across Northwest Florida.  In fact, local contractor, Michael Boyles said construction 
sites are popping up all over the southeast.  Boyles said demand for new projects is so high, 
construction companies are having a hard time finding enough skilled workers to fill open positions.  
A shortage in manpower could lead to higher wages.  Electricians, plumbers and air conditioning 
technicians are among the most sought after trades, and many local construction companies are 
advertising across the country to find workers to bridge the gaps. 
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8. The Right Side 02/04/17 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs         ******** 
    With Armstrong Williams 
 
******** Guests Linda DeMarlor, President of TaxMasters Inc., and Joseph Leitmann-Santa Cruz, 
Associate Director of Capital Area Asset Builders, discussed how individuals could prepare their 
finances for success in 2017. 
 
 
9. Full Measure 02/12/17 09:00AM/5.5 minutes Public Affairs       ********* 
    With Sharyl Attkisson 
 
********* Our national debt is approaching a staggering 20-trillion dollars.  President Trump 
campaigned on a promise to cut taxes for the middle class, but spend more on infrastructure and the 
military.  He is reportedly working on a “skinny” budget that will reduce federal spending by 10-trillion 
dollars over 10 years.  Scott Thuman analyzed the impending budget battle, and found leading 
economists who say spending cuts will do worse damage to the economy. 
 
 
10. The Right Side 03/18/17 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *10 
    With Armstrong Williams 
 
*10 Guests Dr. Doyle Mitchell, President of Industrial Bank, Ambassador C. Boyden Gray, and 
Donohue Peebles, President of Peebles Company, discussed the business climate under the Trump 
administration for the coming years. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 10PM  03/19/17 10:00PM/2 minutes News               *11 
  

*11 Monday marks the start of a week's worth of hearings for a utility rate increase that would impact 
roughly 450,000 customers of Gulf Power.  Local customers we interviewed want a full explanation 
for the increase, which is expected to be $10 to $20 per month higher.  According to the company's 
website, the increase would cover things like protection of critical infrastructure, replacing aging 
equipment and delivering greater reliability.  Documents filed with PSC show that the proposal would 
bring in over $106 million for the company.  During this week's hearings, state regulators will hear 
from corporations, law firms, environmental groups and other stakeholders.  Mega-store, Walmart, 
plans to intervene in the hearings because 24 of their stores use Gulf Power.  Just last week, 
Pensacola Association of Realtors expressed their disapproval.  In a letter to the commission, 
President John Waas called the increase "excessive" and said their nearly 2,000 members feared for 
retirees on a fixed income.   If approved, the new rates would go into effect in July. 
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12. 3 in the Morning  03/21/17 05:30AM/2 minutes News               *12 
  

*12 We reported that Walmart is bringing a new Neighborhood Market to Pensacola. Opening this 
spring, store representatives say it will provide up to 95 additional jobs.  A temporary hiring center 
has opened, and applications are being accepted Monday through Friday and by appointment only 
on Saturdays for both full- and part-time positions.  The majority of new associates will begin working 
in May to help prepare the store for its grand opening.  Walmart provides a benefits program to 
eligible full- and part-time associates.   Additionally, eligible associates receive a quarterly cash 
bonus based on store performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


