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Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2015     
 
ISSUE/description:  2. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  The continuing effects of the latest 

Presidential election, and now speculation on the 2016 election; 
Florida’s controversial Governor and state elections this year; local 
and state political issues; partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

1. This Week with 04/12/15 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                   * 
    With George Stephanopoulos 
 
* Guests included Mike Huckabee (R-AR), former Arkansas Governor; Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT), author of 
“Our Lost Constitution”; Tavis Smiley, TV and Radio host and author of “My Journey with Maya”; Kristen 
Soltis Anderson, Republican Strategist and Pollster; and Laura Bush, former First Lady.  Today’s topics 
included Hillary Clinton’s Presidential Candidate Announcement and the GOP Presidential Candidates. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 5PM 04/12/15 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News                 ** 
 
** We reported on today’s official announcement by Hillary Clinton that she is indeed running for 
President.  "I'm running for president," Clinton said in a video message posted to her new campaign 
website on Sunday.  "Everyday Americans need a champion, and I want to be that champion."  The 
former secretary of state's announcement today marks Clinton’s second attempt to win the White House 
and become the first woman president of the United States.  Clinton enters the race as the clear 
frontrunner for the Democratic presidential nomination.   At this early stage in the campaign, Clinton also 
holds a clear lead over her potential Republican rivals.  
 
 
3.  Facing Florida         04/12/15          02:06AM/15 minutes     Public Affairs           *** 
 
*** On today’s program, with only three weeks remaining in the legislative session, our Political Analysts 
Pete Dunbar and Screven Watson discussed why it will be hard for lawmakers to finish their work on 
time.  
 
 
4. Channel 3 News First at Four 04/13/15 04:04PM/2 minutes News              **** 
 
**** Hillary Clinton's economic proposals "will not help everyday Americans," Republican Sen. Marco 
Rubio told ABC News' Chief Anchor George Stephanopoulos in an exclusive interview on Monday 
announcing his 2016 presidential campaign.  "This notion that somehow if we just increase the size and 
scope of the federal government, it helps people who are trying to make it, has been disproven," Rubio 
said at his West Miami home.  Rubio, who has represented Florida in the U.S. Senate for four-and-a-half 
years, sits on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the Select Committee on Intelligence.  He 
has been critical of the Obama administration's recent efforts to normalize relations with Cuba.  He said 
his pitch to voters will focus on the future, which will help in a possible general election contest against 
Clinton. 
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5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/13/15 10:00PM/3.5 minutes News             ***** 
 
***** Florida Senator Marco Rubio launched his campaign from Miami’s Freedom Tower, a long-time 
symbol for Cuban Americans entering the county.   Alfred Cuzan, a political science professor at the 
University of West Florida, is Cuban and understands the significance of the venue.  “The Freedom 
Tower in Miami is for Cubans like Ellis Island in New York for immigrants that came from Europe,” Cuzan 
explained.  He said Rubio’s story will be a big asset in a potentially crowded field of candidates.  Rubio is 
the son of working class Cuban immigrants.  Grace McCaffery is with Latino Media Gulf Coast.  She 
doesn’t think Hispanics will be united in the way they vote, but believes many will take some pride in 
seeing a Hispanic in the presidential race.  Cuzan points out a lot will happen between now and the 
primaries, but points out that Rubio has been in tough political fights before.  “People may underestimate 
him, he may turn out to do better than people think,” Cuzan said. 
 
 
6. 3 in the Morning 04/14/15 06:20AM/2 minutes News            ****** 
 
****** This morning we presented a snapshot of where Florida Senator Marco Rubio stands on issues 
likely to be debated during the Republican presidential primaries, as he enters the race, focusing 
primarily on immigration. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/16/15 06:00PM/3.5 minutes News          ******* 
 
******* Meg McNamara reported live from outside the Escambia County Jail that thirteen injured jail 
employees are in jeopardy of losing their jobs if they don't return to work by May 15th.  They were hurt on 
April 30, last year.  Investigators said rising flood waters caused gas dryers to pull loose from their 
fittings.  As the water went down, the basement filled with natural gas.  It sparked an explosion that killed 
two inmates, and injured 184 inmates and staff.  Earlier this week, Chief corrections officer Michael 
Tidwell sat down with each employee still out on medical leave.  He told them they either need to be back 
at work full time by May 15th or they'll receive medical separation which means they can either come 
back to work or they'll will be terminated.  He gave each employee this letter which explains their stance.  
The letter said the norm for compensation in work related injuries is six months and considering that the 
explosion happened eleven months ago, they have no choice but to move forward.  The letter said if 
you're receiving workers compensation, that will continue even after your employment is terminated.  If 
you can't return to work by May 15th, but you recover within 12 months, you can return to your job.  
County Commissioner Grover Robinson said he hopes to extend that to two years. The challenge right 
now is that they can't keep paying the salaries of 13 people who aren't working.  One of the employees 
who will not be able to return is Kelley Bradford.  Kelly was honored in February for her heroic efforts 
during the jail explosion.  She held her fellow employee's head above water for 45 minutes.  Channel 3 
reached out to the police union to see if there is anything the injured officers could do from a legal 
standpoint, and they said what the county is doing is perfectly legal.  But not from a moral standpoint, 
considering the extremely special circumstances the employees were injured under. 
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8.  Facing Florida 04/19/15 02:06AM/15 minutes Public Affairs         ******** 
 
******** Today’s program profiled the battle of Jeb Bush vs. Marco Rubio for the hearts and minds (and 
votes) of Florida Republicans.  Our guest was Politico’s Marc Caputo. 
 
 
9. This Week with 04/26/15 08:00AM/45 minutes Public Affairs       ********* 
    With George Stephanopoulos 
********* Guests included Peter Schweizer, author of “Clinton Cash”; Rep. John Delaney (D-MO); Mark 
Halperin, Managing Editor of Bloomberg Politics; and Newt Gingrich, former House Speaker and CNN 
Political Commentator.  Topics discussed were “Clinton Cash” and this week’s politics. 
 
 
10.  Facing Florida 04/26/15 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *10 
 
*10 Once again, Pete Dunbar, former chief of Staff for Governor Bob Martinez and former Chairman of 
the Florida Ethics Commission, and Screven Watson, former Executive Director of the Florida 
Democratic Party, discussed what went wrong in the Florida Legislature and why it is such a mess. 
 
 
11. 3 in the Morning 05/01/15 06:05AM/1 minute News               *11 
 
*11 This morning we reported that Democrats in the Florida Senate are suing the Florida House over the 
abrupt end of this year's annual session.  The House adjourned earlier in the week due to a 
disagreement with the Senate over health care spending and Medicaid expansion.  The session was 
scheduled to end Friday.  The constitution reads that neither chamber can adjourn for more than 72 
hours without an agreement between the House and Senate.  State legislators are ending their regular 
session without passing a new state budget. Senate President Andy Gardiner has proposed legislators 
return in June. 
 
 
12.  Facing Florida 05/03/15 02:06AM/20 minutes Public Affairs               *12 
 
*12 This week, the 60-day Florida Legislative Session abruptly ended 3 days early, and legislators left for 
home without passing a state budget and with a civil war going on over health care.  We talked with 
veteran journalist Bill Cotterell about how it got this way, and the likely outcome. 
 
 
13.  Facing Florida 05/10/15 02:06AM/15 minutes Public Affairs               *13 
 
***** On this week’s program, we go in-depth with Florida Senate President Andy Gardiner on the 
legislative meltdown that began when the Florida House went home 3½ days early.  The showdown 
faces a shutdown of state government on July 1

st
 if there’s not a budget. 
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14. This Week with 05/24/15 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *14 
    With George Stephanopoulos 
 
*14 Guests included Gov. John Kasich (R-OH); S.E. Cupp, CNN Political Commentator and Columnist for 
the New York Daily News; and Rep. Keith Ellison (D-MN), co-chair of the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus.  Topics discussed were the 2016 GOP Presidential Candidates and this week’s politics. 
 
 
15.  Facing Florida 05/31/15 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *15 
 
*15 We discussed Amendment 1 funding … what voters thought they approved, and what the lawmakers 
are doing.  Then we talked with journalist Bill Cotterell about the uncertainties surrounding Special 
Session “A”. 
 
 
16.  Facing Florida 06/07/15 02:32AM/10 minutes Public Affairs               *16 
 
*16 After more than 40 years in the legislative process, including 10 as a member of the Florida House, 
Political Analyst Pete Dunbar shared his insight into the workings of this Special Session of the Florida 
legislature. 
 
 
17. This Week with 06/14/15 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *17 
    With George Stephanopoulos 
 
*17 Guests included Gov. Chris Christie (R-NJ); Joel Benenson, Clinton Campaign Senior Adviser; Neera 
Tanden, President of the Center for American Progress; and Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor and 
Publisher of “The Nation” and Columnist for WashingtonPost.com.  Topics were the 2016 Presidential 
Campaign and this week’s politics. 
 
 
18.  Facing Florida 06/14/15 02:06AM/20 minutes Public Affairs               *18 
 
*18 Our guest on this segment was Blaise Ingogolia, the new Chairman of the Republican Party of 
Florida.  He’s also a member of the state legislature, which might complicate future races for Speaker.  
He discussed his plans for the 2016 elections and beyond. 
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19.  3 in the Morning 06/15/15 06:09AM/2 minutes News               *19 
 
*19 We profiled Jeb Bush, a scion of the most recognizable family in Republican politics, who fashioned 
an image as a sober-minded conservative truth-teller while governor of Florida, is poised to run for 
president.  Bush will make his formal announcement Monday afternoon during an appearance at Miami 
Dade College.  His candidacy comes after a week-long European tour and months of intensive behind-
the-scenes political maneuvering that erased long-standing doubts about his White House ambitions.  
The launch will set John Ellis Bush, 62, the second son of former President George H.W. Bush and 
younger brother of former President George W. Bush, on a potentially historic course that would confirm 
his family's standing as America's pre-eminent political dynasty, rivaled only by the Kennedys in their 
fame and cross-generational power.  If his campaign is victorious, the Bush clan will become the only 
American family to have elected three of their own to the highest office in the land.  We presented Bush’s 
stand on many issues affecting our country. 
 
 
 


