
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2010      
 
ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  Mid-term congressional elections, 

especially the Florida Senator’s seat, plus Florida Governor, local 
elections, and Florida constitutional amendments, all provided for a 
controversial election season.   

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/04/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  * 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s question was about Campaign Financing:   “Do you support state funding of 
political candidates?”  Florida voters will soon decide whether to abandon the state's system of public 
campaign financing for governor and three other statewide offices.  Amendment 1 on the November 2nd 
ballot would repeal a state constitutional provision that requires public financing of campaigns for 
Governor, Chief Financial Officer, Attorney General and Agriculture Commissioner for candidates who 
agree to spending limits.  Amendment 1's supporters argue public campaign funding is a welfare system 
for candidates and the money would be better spent on education and other state needs.  Opponents 
say getting rid of the system would give wealthier candidates an unfair advantage.  They point to Rick 
Scott spending $50 million to win the Republican nomination for governor as proof of that advantage. 
 
 
2. 2010 Florida Senate Debate 10/10/10 04:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                  ** 
 
** WEAR aired a debate between the leading candidates for Florida’s U.S. Senate seat, moderated by 
ABC Political Expert George Stephanopoulos. 
 
 
3. This Week with 10/24/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                *** 
     Christiane Amanpour 
 
*** Our topic was Election Day.  Our guests were Tim Kaine, Chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee, and General Hugh Shelton (Ret.), former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 
 
4. Decision 2010: 10/24/10 03:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs               **** 
    Before You Vote: US Senate Debate 
 
**** WEAR aired a debate between the leading candidates for Florida’s U.S. Senate seat, responding to 
questions from a panel of Florida Journalists.  The debate was co-produced by Leadership Florida, who 
for 28 years have provided a non-partisan, non-parochial perspective about statewide topics of concern 
and opportunities while encouraging collaboration among the state’s leadership; and the Florida Press 
Association, a no-profit corporation designed to protect the freedoms and advance the professional 
standards of the press in Florida; and was produced at Nova Southeastern University. 
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5. Decision 2010: 10/24/10 04:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs              ***** 
    Before You Vote: Florida Governor’s Debate 
 
***** WEAR aired a debate between the leading candidates for Florida Governor, responding to 
questions from a panel of Florida Journalists.  The debate was co-produced by Leadership Florida; and 
the Florida Press Association; and was produced at Nova Southeastern University. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/26/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                 ****** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today’s question was about amendments to the Florida constitution:   “Do you support or oppose 
Amendment 4 on the Florida ballot?”  Next Tuesday, Florida voters will decide whether to give 
themselves more say over local growth-management plans.  Amendment 4 would require voter approval 
of proposals that change comprehensive plans... the blueprints that cities and counties use to plan the 
growth of their communities.  Voters already have a say on those plans indirectly when they elect local 
government officials, but amendment supporters say elected officials too often ignore voters.  Florida's 
cities and counties combined make an estimated 8,000 changes to comprehensive plans each year.  
Supporters say that number shows why voters need more control.  Opponents say the amendment would 
force local governments to hold dozens of special elections.  Opponents also point to a study by Florida 
Taxwatch...a nonprofit taxpayer research group...which found the amendment would cost more than 
260,000 jobs, with an estimated loss of $16.7 billion in personal income over six years. 
 
 
7. This Week with 10/31/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs          ******* 
     Christiane Amanpour 
 
******* Our topic was the expected Republican takeover, and the ABC News/Washington Post Poll 
results.  Our guests were Senator John Cornyn (R-TX), Chairman of the National Republican Senatorial 
Campaign Committee; and Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Chairman of the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee. 
 
 
8. Vote 2010 11/02/10 08:30PM/3 1/2 hours News/Public Affairs       ******** 
 
******** ABC News covered the mid-term elections, providing voters with an all-access pass to the key 
House, Senate and Gubernatorial races.  Leading up to Election Day, the coverage included debates in 
Florida, Colorado, Illinois and Philadelphia.  WEAR provided coverage of Florida and local elections 
including acceptance speeches by Governor-elect Rick White and Senator-elect Marco Rubio, plus 
Pensacola Mayor-elect Ashton Hayward and several other local candidates.  Coverage continued 
following our local News with ABC’s “Nightline”, with in-depth discussions of the Republican takeover of 
the House, the Tea Party success, and what the results mean for the Obama administration.   
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9.  ABC News Special Report: 11/03/10 10:38AM/4 minutes News       ********* 
     New House Leadership 
 
********* We covered the short press conference by the new Republican leaders in the House of 
Representatives. 
 
 
10.  ABC News Special Report: 11/03/10 12:00PM/1 hour News      ********** 
     President Obama Press Conference 
 
********** We covered President Obama’s news conference on the outcome of the mid-term elections. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 11/03/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs          *********** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*********** Today’s question was about priorities for Congress:   “What do you think should be the highest 
priority for the next congress?”  A Gallup poll released this week says a new stimulus bill tops the list of 
priorities for Americans.  The survey asked which of the following should be the highest priority for 
Congress after the election...38 percent said creating a new stimulus bill to get the economy moving 
again; 24 percent said cut federal spending; 23 percent said repeal the President's healthcare reform 
law, and 8 percent want to extend the income tax cuts created by the Bush administration. 
 
 
12.  ABC News Nightline 11/03/10 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs  ************ 
 
************ Tonight’s program focused on the election aftermath, with an interview of out-going Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi, and a discussion of the “Palin Effect”. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 11/05/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs       ************* 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
************* Today’s question was about bipartisanship:   “Do you think Congress should strive for 
bipartisanship, or stick to their party principles?”  Republicans in Congress say they would give little 
ground in negotiations with President Barack Obama and Democratic lawmakers over taxes and other 
policy.  Tuesday's vote gave Republicans at least 60 new House seats and six in the Senate.  It was the 
biggest House swing in decades.  The President has invited Congressional leaders in both parties to 
meet with him November 18 to talk about the economy and jobs.  Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell says *his goals are to repeal the Democrats' health-care law, slash federal spending and deny 
Mr. Obama a second term in the White House.  McConnell says, "If the administration wants 
cooperation, it will have to begin to move in our direction."  A Reuters poll released this week says that 56 
percent of Americans believe both parties should try to reach across the aisle for bipartisan 
solutions...while 38 percent believe each party should stick to its principles. 
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14. This Week with 11/07/10 08:00AM/30-minutes Public Affairs               *14 
     Christiane Amanpour 
 
*14 Our first topic was the effect of the election results on the Obama administration.  Our guests were 
Senator-elect Rand Paul (R-KY), and Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN).   
 
 
15. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 12/09/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                 *15 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*15 Today’s question was about the “Dream Act”:   “Do you support or oppose the 'Dream Act'?”  Senate 
Democrats say they don't have the votes to pass the Dream Act, that would offer a path to citizenship for 
some illegal immigrants who entered the United States as children.   Supporters say the measure that 
passed the House on Wednesday could still come up.  Senate Republicans opposed the bill, vowing to 
block any legislation during the lame-duck session until the chamber approves bills to extend the Bush 
tax cuts and fund the government.  The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act would  
affect immigrants who entered the U.S. illegally under the age of 16 and lived in the country for at least 
five years.  To become eligible, they'd have to graduate from high-school or get a G.E.D...pass a criminal 
background check...and then attend college or serve in the military for at least two years.  Supporters say 
the bill offers legal standing to young people brought to the U.S. who have bettered themselves and 
served their new country.  Opponents say it's a form of amnesty for illegal immigrants. 
 
16. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 12/15/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                 *16 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*16 Today’s question was about the Tax Compromise:   “Do you support the tax bill compromise 
hammered out by the President and Republicans?”  President Barack Obama says he wants the House 
to approve a Senate-passed tax package without changes.  Liberals don't like the tax cuts for the 
wealthy...and conservatives don't like the fact that it will add to the national debt.  But recent polls show 
more Americans like the deal than dislike it.  A Gallup poll this week found 49 percent of Americans 
believe it should pass the way it is...while a Pew Research Center poll found 60 percent of Americans 
approve or strongly approve of the plan. 
 
17. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 12/22/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                 *17 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*17 Today’s question was about the START nuclear treaty:   “Do you support the 'New Start' nuclear 
treaty with Russia?”  The Senate has voted to approve the new nuclear arms control treaty with Russia, 
the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, or New Start, by a 71-26 vote.  Under Senate rules, the treaty 
required support from a two-thirds majority of voting senators for final approval.  The treaty would resume 
inspections of each country's nuclear arsenal...while limiting both the U.S. and Russia to 1,550 warheads 
and 700 launchers.  It still needs to be approved by the Russian Parliament.  President Obama signed 
the treaty with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in April.   An overwhelming majority of Americans 
support ratification of the treaty, according to a CNN/Opinion Research Corporation poll released this 
week.  73% of people said they support passage of the deal, while 24% said it should be rejected. 


