
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2013 
 
ISSUE/description:    8. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1.   Channel 3 News First at Four 08/08/13 04:21PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                            * 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was: “Would you feel safer if your child attended a school with 
armed guards, or in a school where no adult is allowed to carry a gun?”  After the Sandy Hook School 
tragedy last year, the National Rifle Association suggested putting armed guards in America's schools 
... and many states proposed measures to arm teachers themselves to protect children.  But many of 
those proposals have stalled, as the idea has met resistance from many parents, lawmakers, and 
teachers themselves.  A bill in the Florida legislature this year would have given principals the option 
to designate one or several school employees to carry concealed weapons.  Those employees would 
have been required to complete the same training that bank and courthouse security guards do.  The 
bill died on its second reading, and went nowhere.  But most Americans with school-age children 
continue to say they would feel safer if their child attended a school with an armed guard and think the 
decision to put armed guards in the schools should be made by local government officials.  The 
survey by Rasmussen Reports found that 62% of Americans with children of elementary or secondary 
school age would feel safer if their child attended a school with an armed security guard.  24% say 
they would feel safer if their child went to a school where no adults were allowed to own a gun.  
   
 
2.   Channel 3 News First at Four 08/16/13 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                           ** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was: “Would you support a $5 tax on your cell phone to pay for 
internet service in schools?”  The White House says millions of students lack access to the high-
speed broadband internet that supports today's learning technology.  And fewer than 20 percent of 
educators across the country say their school’s internet connection meets their teaching needs.  So, 
President Obama has unveiled a plan called "ConnectEd".  It would connect 99 percent of America’s 
students to the internet through high-speed broadband and high-speed wireless within 5 years.  The 
initiative would also invest in improving the skills of teachers, providing support and training in using 
education technology tools.  But instead of asking Congress for the money, President Obama is 
asking the FCC to tack on a five dollar charge, per year, to all cell phone bills for three years.  The 
simple math ... all cell phone users would pay a total of fifteen bucks over 3 years to get American 
schools connected.     
 


