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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2013  
 
ISSUE/description:                2. GUN VIOLENCE.  There have been several high-profile shooting incidents   
                                                  in recent months, including local incidents.  The public and many politicians  
                                                  are calling for Gun Control.  Government regulations providing personal        
                                                  safety protection. 
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
1. ABC News Nightline 01/08/13 12:03AM/20 minutes News/Public Affairs                     * 
 
* We reported on the increasing number of youth turning to gun violence as a way of life.  We then profiled 
former Arizona Representative Gabby Giffords, speaking out following the Newtown, CT shooting. 
 
2.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 01/11/13 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                                    ** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions on that 
issue.  Today’s issue was Gun Violence: “Do you support universal background checks for all gun purchases?”  
The National Rifle Association is gearing up for a battle.  Recommendations from the President's working group 
on gun violence are expected to address assault weapons, high-capacity magazine clips, and more.  The task 
force led by Vice President Joe Biden will deliver its recommendations to the President by Tuesday.  The NRA 
was one of the groups representing gun owners that met with Biden and his group Thursday.  The group 
complained that the task force spent most of its time on proposed restrictions on lawful firearms owners.  The 
NRA is now preparing an ad campaign that would oppose new gun restrictions.... but NRA officials won't discuss 
specifics.  NRA President David Keene says one area where he and the Obama administration could find some 
common ground was on the need for background checks.  But he says he does not support instituting them at 
gun shows ... or for private sales of firearms.  Right now, buyers at gun shows do not have to undergo the same 
background checks as buyers at gun stores.    
 
 
3. ABC News Special Report: 01/16/13 10:50AM/28 minutes News/Public Affairs                  *** 
    President Obama’s press conference 
 
*** The President held a press conference to discuss his recommendations for gun control. 
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/16/13 06:00PM/2 minutes News                         **** 
 
****** We reported on local reaction to President Obama’s recommendations for gun control.  We interviewed 
gun shop owners who said they oppose the assault weapon ban and larger magazine ban, but do support 
background checks for all gun purchases and placing school resource officers at more schools.  They also said 
customers are buying guns and ammo at a very fast pace in anticipation of passage of any gun control 
legislation.  Psychologist David Josephs said this is a step in the right direction – that many of the executive 
orders focus on funding and research to treat mental illness.  He feels treatment of individuals that may 
potentially be violent would render the gun control issue moot. 
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5.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 01/24/13 04:18PM/2.5 minutes Public Affairs                                ***** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
 
***** Today’s issue was Gun Violence: “Do you think a tax on guns and ammo is a good way to pay for 
increased school security?”   At least one Florida lawmaker wants to make gun owners foot the bill for students' 
safety.  Rep. Linda Stewart of Orlando has filed HB 325, which would impose mandatory guidance counseling 
for students with school safety issues, and ban guns within 500 feet of a school, among other things.  To pay for 
the measures, Stewart proposes creating a "Safe School" trust fund, funded by taxes collected on Florida gun 
and ammo sales. Her bill does not specifically call for a new tax.  But a group of Harvard professors recently 
called for a new national tax on all guns and ammunition as a way to provide stable revenue to target gun 
violence prevention.  Viewer responses on the issue and on-the-street interviews with citizens were presented 
the following day during this program. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/10/13 10:00PM/2 minutes News                      ****** 
 
****** We reported on another case of gun violence in Escambia County.  Deputies are searching for suspects 
who fired several shots into an apartment complex in the Warrington community, coming dangerously close to 
hitting people living there, including young children.  We interviewed residents about the scary situation. 
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/18/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                             ******* 

     “Your Three Cents” 
******* Today’s issue was assault weapons: “Do you believe existing owners of assault weapons should 
surrender their weapons if another ban becomes law?”  Legislative bills in Missouri and Minnesota right now are 
proposing some strict bans on assault style weapons ... going so far as to require the owners of existing assault 
weapons to surrender their weapons to authorities or destroy them.  Lawmakers in both states say the bills 
stand no chance of passage ... and will probably never even get to a committee debate.  But still, the very 
existence of the bills has caused a national furor.  The bills in the two states are nearly identical.  They would 
both require that current owners of assault weapons remove the weapon from the state, render the weapon 
inoperable, or surrender it to authorities.  Specifically, the Missouri legislation reads: "The bill would make it a 
class C felony to manufacture, import, possess, purchase, sell, or transfer any assault weapon or large capacity 
magazine."  That language was not included in the 1994 federal assault weapons ban, nor is it included in the 
new one authored by California Senator Diane Feinstein.    
 
 
8.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 02/21/13 05:03PM/2 minutes News                    ******** 
 
******** We interviewed local gun owners and second amendment advocates about the suggested requirement 
that gun owners would have to buy liability insurance for their guns.  Most said that this was a “back door” 
attempt at gun control, infringing on the right to bear arms.  We also talked to a local insurance agent who felt 
the insurance would make the owners a target for criminals looking to get shot and collect from a large liability 
policy.  Most felt it was just another burden on law abiding gun owners. 
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9.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/22/13 04:21PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                           ********* 

     “Your Three Cents” 
********* Today’s issue was gun insurance: “Do you believe gun owners should be required to carry liability 
insurance?”  Lawmakers in several states are proposing mandatory liability insurance for gun owners as a new 
way to limit deaths and injuries.  Supporters of the idea say it would help pay for damage caused by guns  
California on Tuesday became at least the fourth state to have a liability insurance bill introduced, following 
Massachusetts, Maryland and Connecticut.  Right now, no state has a gun liability insurance law.   Since 2003, 
almost two dozen such bills have been rejected nationwide, according to the National Conference of State 
Legislatures.  A Maryland proposal would mandate that anyone possessing a firearm have liability insurance of 
at least $250,000.   It requires anyone selling, renting out or transferring a gun to verify that the person getting it 
has liability insurance.  The NRA offers "excess personal liability" insurance of up to $250,000.  But an NRA 
spokeswoman says the organization opposes mandatory liability insurance for gun owners.  CDC figures show 
the cost of U.S. injuries from firearms was about $174 billion in 2010, including lost work time, medical care and 
insurance. 
 
 
10.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/05/13 06:03PM/2 minutes News                 ********** 
 
********** We interviewed Okaloosa Sheriff Larry Ashley about proposed gun control legislation.  He said he 
would not enforce any law that is unconstitutional – that violates second amendment rights.  But he said he 
would abide by any court ruling upholding such laws.  He also said current proposals don’t truly address the 
problems of gun violence or mass shootings. 
 
 
11.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 03/06/13 05:00PM/2 minutes News                         *11 
 
*11 Democrats in the Florida Legislature today filed a bill targeting gun shows and personal gun sales.  The bill 
would require background checks on all gun sales.  But some worry the intention behind such universal 
background checks is to eliminate the 2

nd
 amendment.  We interviewed local leaders on both sides of the gun 

control issue about their views on the proposed new law.  We also used this story to promote our upcoming 
TownHall meeting tonight on gun control, violence and mental health. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/06/13 10:00PM/3 minutes News                               *12 
 
*12 We reported on tonight’s WEAR-TV produced “TownHall: Your Voice, Your Future: Gun Control” at WSRE-
TV, our local PBS affiliate, in response to all the controversy surrounding gun control following the shootings at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut, and the increasing  gun violence in our local community.  
WEAR News Anchor Sue Straughn introduced the program with a report on that shooting and the national 
outcry that has followed, along with local reaction.  The program was hosted and moderated by Sinclair 
Broadcast Group’s Mark Hyman, and featured panelists who were pro-NRA, pro-Gun Control, a mental health 
expert and a constitutional expert, plus a studio audience of approximately 130 guests.  The program aired live 
for one hour on our co-owned station in the market, WFGX, and was streamed live in its entirety on the 
WEAR.com website for approximately 1 hour 15 minutes. 
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