
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2016  
 
ISSUE/description:                1. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes,  

floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions. 
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 04/03/16 05:00PM/1 minute News                             * 
 
* We covered a first aid workshop taught to kids 5 to 10-years-old on how to handle life’s little emergencies, 
including valuable life-saving skills, at the Baker Fire Department. Yvie Pasley of the Volunteers Serving the 
Community explained how kids can help in life-threatening situations. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/07/16 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                            ** 
 
** Reporter Christina Leavenworth spoke with Brad Dennis, Director of Klaas Kids National Search Center for 
Missing Children.  They’ve had 31 searches in the past 3 months in the Gulf Coast region, and K-9s were at 
every search due to their superior skills at finding missing kids.  This week those K-9s are getting advanced 
training, and WEAR got an inside look at the training and why they’re ramping it up. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/09/16 06:00PM/3 minutes News                           *** 
 
*** Following a high-profile local child abuse conviction, reporter Jackalyn Kovac interviewed Stacy Kostevicki, 
executive director of Gulf Coast Kids House, which offers social services for child abuse victims.  They’re now 
offering advice to parents to help them recognize the signs of child abuse, which comes mainly from family 
members or friends.  The House handled about 250 cases per month last year, but now handle about 350 per 
month in 2016. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/18/16 06:00PM/3 minutes News                         **** 
 
**** Reporter Kathryn Daniel interviewed Bill Creasy, a seasoned Diabetes Alert Dog specialist, who explained 
how dogs are trained to detect by scent when their master’s blood sugar is spiking or plummeting, and thus 
warn the master to seek immediate treatment.  He’s in town with a young dog being trained for 13-year-old 
Kelton Stephenson, and we’ve been reporting on this story for several months.  The dog has 3 more months of 
intense training, and we’ll report again when he’s finally delivered to the Stephenson family. 
 
 
5. Facing Florida 04/24/16 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                        ***** 
 
***** This week we again repeated the acclaimed documentary by State Rep. Irv Slosberg, who examined the 
cases of two teens now serving prison time for killing someone when they drove drunk.  It offers a compelling 
lesson for everyone about the danger of drinking and driving.  Guests included Karlie Tomika, serving 4 years in 
prison; Daniel Rocca, serving 12 years in prison; and the families of the victims. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/26/16 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                      ****** 
 
****** Laura Hussey reported from a curve near Destin’s Executive Airport which has seen 27 accidents in the 
last two years.  The state of Florida is now getting involved in efforts to make this curve safer.  Laura spoke with 
local drivers and pedestrians who commented on the safety hazard, and with Deputy Richard McCoy, who is 
part of a committee of government, law enforcement and private engineers working on plans to improve the 
curve.   
 
 
7. Channel 3 News - Dayside 05/03/16 11:00AM/4 minutes News                     ******* 
 
******* Anthony Pura spoke with University of West Florida Police Chief John Warren about plans to replenish 
their force, after four officers left the department in the past month.  The University needs a full staff of 21 
officers to meet the safety needs of the campus.  In a second story, we reported on this morning’s mock storm 
scenario drill by Gulf Power employees as they prepare for the upcoming hurricane season.  Spokesman Jeff 
Rogers said the drill would help the company be better prepared for the next big storm in our area. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/04/16 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                    ******** 
 
******** Anthony Pura interviewed Pensacola Acting Fire Chief David Allen and Escambia County Public 
Safety Director Mike Weaver, who are considering an “automatic aid” plan during fire emergencies.  The 
plan would send 9-1-1 calls to both Pensacola city and Escambia county fire departments so the closest 
department could respond to the call, regardless of whether it comes from a county or city resident.  
 
 
9. Channel 3 News - Dayside 05/10/16 11:00AM/4 minutes News                  ********* 
 
********* We did a live, in-studio interview with Lieutenant Gary Creel of the Pensacola Fire Department.  He 
brought along a child’s car seat and demonstrated the basics of child car seat safety. 
 
 

10. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/10/16 10:00PM/3 minutes News                 ********** 
 

********** An Escambia County program that focuses on making neighborhoods safer is looking to add three 
new areas to their initiative.  In a presentation to the Escambia County Commissioners, the Safe 
Neighborhoods program proposed adding the Montclair, Mayfair, and Carriage Hills Subdivisions to the 
designations.  Since 2008, nine other communities have been part of the effort to reduce crime, blight, and 
demolish dilapidated structures.  We interviewed Nick Jordan, the Safe Neighborhoods coordinator, about 
the direction of the program. 
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11. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/11/16 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *11 
 

*11 Summer vacation is only about two weeks away for most kids in Northwest Florida, but there's a growing 
danger for students that prompted one school district to call Channel 3 News for help.  Santa Rosa County 
School District Superintendent, Tim Wyrosdick, said they're seeing many drivers ignore school buses while kids 
are loading and unloading.  Wyrosdick said there have been close calls involving some of his more than 16,000 
students, and he’s asking drivers to be vigilant while on the road, especially during peak school hours.  We 
spoke with James Bagby, director of transportation for the district about the rules for stopping on yellow lights.  
Santa Rosa Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy Bob Johnson said drivers don't have to stop if they are on the other 
side of a median.  The district will continue educating kids on how to properly get on and off the school bus at 
the beginning of the new school year.  They'll also be participating in a Florida Department of Education survey 
on illegal bus passing very soon. 

 
12. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/12/16 06:00PM/3 minutes News                         *12 
 
*12 The Florida Department of Health reported 3 new cases of Zika virus on Wednesday, bringing the total to 
112, more than any other state.  Greg Wiggins explained to Channel Three's Jackalyn Kovac the different types 
of treatments Escambia County Mosquito Control uses to combat mosquitoes that carry the virus.  He 
recommended residents empty any containers of standing water, to deprive mosquitos of habitat.  Florida 
lawmakers are working to get money from the federal government to help enhance mosquito control efforts. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/20/16 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *13 
 

*13 Pensacola Beach had a big problem 12 years ago.  From 2000 to 2004, the beach saw an average of five 
drownings each year, and was developing a reputation as a "deadly" beach.  That changed in 2004 when 
WEAR, Pete Moore Chevrolet, and 'Leadership Pensacola' started a program called "Safe Shores."  It included 
an educational blitz about rip currents, beach hazards, and warning flags.  It was backed up by a generous 
donation of emergency trucks by Pete Moore.  Even with a team of 75 lifeguards, 8 miles of beach is tough to 
patrol.  Most of those miles have no lifeguard stations, and a quick response to emergencies requires several 
vehicles.  Since Moore started donating trucks, drownings on the beach have plummeted.  WEAR airs daily 
“Safe Shores” reports in our newscasts, giving beach conditions and warnings when needed. 

 
14. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/26/16 10:00PM/3.5 minutes News                         *14 
 

*14 Hurricane season starts next week and Channel Three News want to make sure viewers are ready.  
However, hurricanes aren't the only weather issues Northwest Florida has dealt with lately. Surrounding areas 
have suffered from ice storms, record flooding, and most recently … tornadoes.  The tornado that touched down 
in Century back in February was the first EF3 to hit Northwest Florida in 45 years.  Just eight days later, a 
second EF3 struck in Northeast Pensacola.  John Dosh, Emergency Manager for Escambia County, said we’re 
lucky there were no fatalities. He said that Escambia County Emergency Management's Plan responded well, 
but admits that there were some lessons learned.  He said it's not just about hurricane season, but about 
keeping your family safe year-round.   
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15. Stormwatch 2016 05/29/16 06:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                         *15 
 
*15 Again this year, WEAR produced and aired our annual local hurricane preparedness and safety program.  
The program was hosted by our Chief Meteorologist Allen Strum, with reports from our Meteorologists Kathryn 
Daniel, Christian Garman and Meg McNamara.  The program provided viewers with information on what to do 
before, during, and after a hurricane or tropical storm makes landfall in our area.   
 
 
16. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/29/16 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *16 
 
*16 Reporter Jackalyn Kovac profiled the National Weather Service Hurricane Hunters, based in nearby Biloxi, 
Mississippi, who fly into tropical storms, hurricanes and even Nor’easters to improve the accuracy of weather 
forecast systems.  She also spoke with National Hurricane Center Director Rick Knabb about their plans to use 
new storm surge models in their storm forecasts this year, since storm surge has taken far more lives than any 
other hurricane hazard. 
 
 
17. Channel 3 News at 5PM 06/10/16 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *17 
 
*17 Reporter Jackalyn Kovac spoke with Mike Weaver, Public Safety Director of Escambia County, about their 
plans to add 36 full-time firefighters at 3 local stations that are currently manned primarily with volunteers.  
Escambia County Commissioners are looking to raise a county-wide MSBU assessment to pay for the 
firefighters. 
 
 
18. Channel 3 News at 6PM 06/10/16 06:00PM/3 minutes News                         *18 
 

*18 The Deputy Under Secretary of Cybersecurity for the Department of Homeland Security was in Pensacola 
this week.  Dr. Phyllis Schneck came to spend time at their largest cyber operations office outside of 
Washington D.C.  It's right here at Corry Station.  Dr. Schneck said their operation is only growing and helping 
the Emerald Coast become the Cyber Coast.  She said "It embraces the idea here in Pensacola you have a lot 
of military, military training, a lot of scientists, both in our operations and as well the bases...You put all that 
together and get a real hot bed, you have people that know what you need in cybersecurity."  The center was 
able to hire a lot of local talent due to the military presence in our area and UWF's new program for cyber-
security.  Dr. Scheck has been in computer security for many years and Channel 3's Christina Leavenworth 
talked to her about a growing threat facing businesses and people across the country: ransomware … when 
hackers lock you out of systems and demand money to open them back up.  Dr. Schneck said it can cause 
major operations to shut down which is a huge threat especially in a military area.  She said the best bet is 
making sure your data is backed up and as with any cyber threat - it comes down to security 101.  Make sure 
your system is protected on many layers.  A job that keeps her team more than busy. 
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19. Channel 3 News First at 4 06/16/16 04:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *19 
 

*19 In the wake of the tragedy at Disney World this week, we interviewed Michelle Little, a reptile keeper for the 
Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo, about ways to safely co-exist with alligators.  Feeding alligators is illegal in Florida and 
Alabama.  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission biologists said alligators rarely bite people for 
reasons other than food.  Sometimes a female will bite to protect babies, but they will also bite if a swimmer 
accidentally bumps into it.  Alligator bites are most likely to occur in or around water. Fatal bites are rare. FWC 
reports that last year was the first time someone died from a bite since 2007.  FWC estimates that roughly a 
million alligators live in the state.  Little points out that most who have been in any fresh body of water in the 
southeast part of the country probably swam with one before and did not even know it.  She said the best advice 
if you encounter an alligator is to just avoid it … give it plenty of space.  

  
 
20. Full Measure with 06/19/16 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                         *20 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
 
*20 We reported on the latest efforts in the government’s fight against the Zika virus.  President Obama has 
requested $1.9 billion to fight the virus, but the Republican-controlled House and Senate rejected that in favor of 
smaller amounts.  They still have to agree on a final amount before actually funding the fight.  We interviewed 
journalist Jonathan Katz, who contracted the disease in Haiti last January, about his experience with the 
disease.  He said Zika is not a catastrophe, and needs a rational, effective response.   
 
 
21. Channel 3 News at 6PM 06/22/16 06:00PM/2 minutes News                         *21 
 

*21 North Century Boulevard is the stretch of U.S. 29 that passes through the town of Century and meets the 
state line.  But a curve here causes many more accidents than normal.  A truck overturned Tuesday and spilled 
cotton bales.  Earlier this month it was logs - and in the past, a load of peanuts.  FDOT sent an engineer 
Wednesday to look at the curve, and a spokesperson said the agency is assessing the crash, said Mayor 
Freddie McCall.  They're looking at options like signage and flashing lights.  Road-realignment is also a 
possibility.  The Mayor and the town just wants to get the problem straightened out. 

 
 
22. Channel 3 News at 5PM 06/23/16 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *22 
 

*22 The local Be Ready Alliance Coordinating for Emergencies, or BRACE, held their 10th anniversary meeting 
Thursday.  BRACE works with organizations to engage the community in disaster preparedness, response and 
recovery.  Florida's Director of Emergency Management, Bryan Koon, was guest speaker at the annual 
luncheon and said the state is doing well at being ready for weather-related emergencies.  He said communities 
need organizations like BRACE to be prepared for any disaster.  He also explained how Tropical Storm Colin 
showed what emergency management did well and how it needs to improve. 
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23. Full Measure with 06/26/16 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                         *23 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
*23 We featured a report that explored the vulnerability of life-saving hospital equipment to hacking.  Our 
investigation found that such equipment contains almost no cyber-security.  It’s easier to hack than a 
smartphone, and the results could be lethal.  Cybersecurity experts say the FDA is not doing enough to protect 
the public, and the agency should be evaluating the equipment for cybersecurity concerns when certifying it for 
public use. 
 
 
24. Channel 3 News First at 4 06/27/16 04:00PM/3.5 minutes News                         *24 
 
*24 Anthony Pura reported live from Pensacola Beach, where lifeguards are warning people about the dangers 
of lightning on the beach.  Pop-up storms are common here in summer, and Alex Johnson, senior lifeguard on 
Pensacola Beach, said during lightning mode they pull lifeguards off their towers for safety and roam the beach 
in their trucks with loudspeakers warning beachgoers to leave the beach and seek shelter. 
 
 
25. Channel 3 News at 6PM 06/27/16 06:00PM/3 minutes News                         *25 
 
*25 Laura Hussey reported live from the channel at the mouth of the Destin harbor, where an emergency 
dredging project is wrapping up just ahead of a crowded holiday weekend.  She interviewed commercial fishing 
Captain Cliff Atwell about the dangers of the narrow and crowded channel, where 2 big boats can’t pass at the 
same time, and where visitors with no knowledge of nautical rules add to the danger.  The Destin city council 
approved the emergency dredging to preserve access to North America’s largest fishing fleet and all the tourist 
attractions. 
 
 
26. Channel 3 News at 10PM 06/27/16 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         *26 
 
*26  Pensacola Police are planning to beef up their patrols to look for drunk drivers over the holiday weekend, 
but they need the public's help.  Chief David Alexander III said that last October the department received a grant 
from FDOT to combat drunk driving, allowing them to pay officers overtime to put them out on patrol and look for 
drunk drivers. In the last nine months, officers have made 179 arrests for DUI.  However, he added, his officers 
can’t be everywhere, so he asks if you see something to say something, and perhaps prevent a tragedy.   
 
 
27. Channel 3 News at 10PM 06/28/16 10:00PM/2 minutes News                         *27 
 

*27  On Wednesday, Gulf Breeze Police Chief Robert Randle will present his proposal to the city council in 
hopes of getting all of his officers a body worn camera.  Gulf Breeze, while a small city, has a big problem: 
traffic.  His officers deal with crashes, stalled cars and other issues all too often because the city is the only 
route that links Pensacola directly to the beach.  Each day tens of thousands of cars drive through, causing 
more opportunity for interaction and problems.  The cameras would be worn by full-time and part-time officers 
and capture all interactions with citizens. The content would be used as evidence for incidents, as well as to 
investigate complaints against officers.   


