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Issue/description: 5. MILITARY AFFAIRS.  Issues of concern to military and civilian 

workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News - eXtra 07/01/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                          * 

 
* General Peter Pace, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said parents should let their children 
follow their patriotic instincts to serve, and not stand in the way.  According to some recent polls, many 
parents consider military service a bad idea because of the mounting casualties in the Iraq war.  
Tonight’s “eXtra” question was: “Would you stand in the way, or discourage your children from entering 
military service?”  We discussed the issue on-the-air with viewers who called in, plus we read comments 
that viewers sent in via e-mail. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/03/05 10:07PM/2 minutes News                                            **  

 

** Military officials fear the U.S. war on terror is being compromised by the homefront's battle of the 
bulge.  Obesity is taking a heavy toll on the armed forces, as record numbers of recruiting-age men and 
women weigh too much to qualify for enlistment.  Thousands of troops are struggling to shed excess 
pounds, and thousands have been booted out of the service in recent years because they couldn't.  An 
Army nutrition expert says unless weight rules are relaxed, the country is going to have a harder time 
fielding an Army.  He says America's bulging waistlines are ``becoming a national security issue.''  
Ironically, the big concern used to be soldiers who were too skinny.   The school lunch program was 
introduced after World War Two because Congress worried that too many high schoolers were 
malnourished and unfit to fight. 

 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/10/05 10:02PM/2 minutes News                                          ***  
 

*** Florida National Guard troops are being deployed to provide relief functions to areas hit by Hurricane 
Dennis.  Hundreds of troops have gathered at the Leon County fairgrounds in Tallahassee where a 
staging point had been set up.  Many of these troops were deployed for weeks last hurricane season to 
help with the recovery from the four storms that struck Florida.  Major Neal Brooks says their mission this 
time will be the same…to provide relief to the victims of Dennis.   The first deployment of troops began 
moving out for the western Panhandle around 4 p-m, eastern time, shortly after Dennis made landfall.  
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4.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/20/05 06:08PM/1 minute News                                         ****  
 
**** Hurricane Dennis caused an estimated 50 million dollars worth of damage to Eglin Air Force Base 
and Hurlburt Field.  Eglin had almost $20 million in damage to office buildings, housing and an Army 
Ranger training site.  Over six million was spent to evacuate personnel and aircraft.  The Air Force is still 
calculating damage to roads, communications and tracking equipment.  At Hurlburt, building damage is 
estimated at just under $10 million.  Its evacuation cost is expected to run a little over five million dollars. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/22/05 10:00PM/3 minutes News                                        *****  
 

*****  The BRAC commissioners - meeting in New Orleans - have heard the pitch from our people to keep 
Florida and Panhandle military facilities off the base realignment and closure list.  Florida's top political 
guns backed the appeal by local representatives trying to protect local bases...including Governor Jeb 
Bush, Congressman Jeff Miller, and Senators Mel Martinez and Bill Nelson.  The Florida contingent is 
fighting proposed changes to eight military commands in Pensacola.  The Officer Training Command in 
Pensacola was the focus of much of today's presentation.  The Defense Department wants to move it to 
Rhode Island, believing that would save the military about 10 million dollars.  But Florida lawmakers 
challenged those numbers, saying moving that command would actually cost the Pentagon about 11 
million dollars in the long run in housing costs alone.   The Northwest Florida team challenged many of 
the claims and reasoning behind the Pentagon's recommendations, trying to save more than 15-hundred 
jobs in the area. But despite a confident presentation, they won't know until September whether their 
comments swayed BRAC commissioners. That's when the commission is scheduled to deliver its 
recommendations to the President. 

  
6.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/11/05 06:02PM/2 minutes News                                      ******  
 
****** U.S. Senator Mel Martinez (R-Florida) toured Eglin Air Force Base and Hurlburt Field today and 
pledged to make sure local airmen get the financial support they need for their missions - and quality of 
life.  After his first trip to Okaloosa County's military bases since becoming Florida's newest senator, 
Martinez says he goes back to Washington with plenty of ideas.  He saw evidence of hurricane damage 
from Dennis, including damage to Eglin's testing infrastructure on Okaloosa Island, and wants to move 
forward aggressively to restore the natural barriers that protect the shoreline from future storms.  
Martinez also took notes on the impact of the war on terrorism on manpower and equipment.  He says 
he's impressed by local airmen's dedication and wants to ensure they have the right funding to get the 
job done - and take care of their families - especially in the area of housing.  "I know that there are 
tremendous issues of housing affordability here.  Not just for people in service but for retirees and others 
and housing affordability is something that we in Florida have to address more directly." 
Martinez says he knows for the serious jobs at hand, Florida's military bases will need lots of support 
from Congress, support that can not be done on the cheap.   
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7.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 08/19/05 10:00PM/3 minutes News                                    *******  
 
******* The Navy's new man-in-charge paid his first visit to NAS Pensacola today.  Admiral Michael 
Mullen became the new Chief of Naval Operations on July 22nd.  Mullen talked a lot about the Navy's 
role in the war on terror and listened to a lot of concerns.  It wasn't a rocket attack...but two hurricanes 
that were direct hits on NAS Pensacola that concerned commanding officers at the base as they met with 
Mullen today...and told him the rebuilding process is their biggest challenge.  For the men and women 
who serve here, but live off base, the increased cost of housing has hit them the way it has every 
Panhandle resident.  Mullen: "When that happens, it obviously affects sailors and their families, so I want 
to understand that better and see what we can do to assist them if at all possible."  The base is of course 
also bracing for cutbacks brought on by the BRAC Commission.  But Mullen said he's confident that no 
matter what happens, NAS Pensacola will survive. 
 
 
8.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/24/05 06:00PM/5 minutes News                                   ********  
 

******** Naval Air Station Pensacola is loosing one of its commands. Nine commissioners deliberating 
over Base realignments and closures voted today to relocate the Officer Training Command to Rhode 
Island.  The decision is disappointing, but will not have a big impact on the community or NAS 
Pensacola.  That comes from Retired Vice Admiral Jack Fetterman who had joined dozens of others to 
fight the relocation.  Once O-T-C moves, the base will loose about 67 military jobs, 21 civilian jobs, and it 
will host a couple hundred less students each year.  The decision to relocate came Wednesday morning 
as the BRAC commission began it first of four days of voting on the Department of Defense's 
recommendations on base closures and realignments.  All nine BRAC Commissioners voted in favor of 
moving O-T-C to New Port, Rhode Island.  Fetterman says he's surprised and frustrated by the decision. 
 He argued before the commission at a July hearing in New Orleans that it would be too expensive to 
move the command from Pensacola.  Congressman Jeff Miller put out a statement today saying he was 
"disappointed...The facts we presented to the commission at the hearing in New Orleans clearly showed 
that the data on this recommendation is flawed."   Good news for Eglin Air Force base in Fort Walton 
Beach.  Commissioners voted Wednesday to create an "Air Integrated Weapons and Armaments 
Center" at Eglin.  That move will create about a 100 new jobs at the base.  The Commission will continue 
its deliberations on Thursday.  Local and state leaders will be watching, as those votes will decide 
whether or not Pensacola loses more commands and up to 1500 jobs. 

 
9.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/24/05 06:00PM/10minutes News                                  ********* 
 
********* Tonight’s newscast consisted primarily of reports of the BRAC commissions decisions today to 
recommend downsizing Pensacola NAS by about 1600 jobs; expanding Eglin AFB by about 500 jobs; 
expanding Alabama bases for a net gain of about 4,000 positions; and local analysis of and reaction to 
these recommendations. 
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10.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 08/25/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                 **********  
 
********** Cindy Sheehan, whose son was killed in Iraq, has been camping near the President’s ranch in 
Texas, vowing to stay until the President meets with her.  He now plans to take a 3-week bus tour of her 
anti-war vigil once the President leaves the ranch later this month.  She says thousands of military 
families want the same answers she does.  But families of other Iraq war dead have criticized her protest, 
and some have started a pro-Bush tour.  Tonight we discussed with viewers their opinions of Cindy 
Sheehan’s protest, and their concerns about America’s continued military action in Iraq.  
 
 
11. In Focus 09/11/05 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs              *********** 
 
*********** It has been a rough two weeks for citizens and local governments along the Gulf Coast as they 
try to rebuild from the damage caused by Hurricane Katrina.  But this daunting task is one that an Army 
Reserve unit in Pensacola has to undertake in other countries.  The mission of the 350

th
 Civil Affairs 

Command is to help other nations rebuild their governments and infrastructure following military actions.  
The group recently returned from Iraq, and today we talked with several members about their specific 
efforts in Iraq, and whether their mission was successful. 
 
 
12.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 09/29/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs           ************ 
 
************ The Army has investigated whether American troops e-mailed gruesome photographs of Iraqi 
war dead to an internet site, in exchange for free access to online pornography.  Pentagon and military 
officials say such behavior could severely damage the American war effort.  The military is now 
examining its policies, and considering banning the use of personal cameras and personal computers by 
soldiers in war zones.  But a Pentagon spokesman says the military must be careful not to violate the 
right to free speech by the troops.  Tonight’s discussion with viewers centered on the issue: “Should the 
U.S. ban the use of personal cameras and personal computers by soldiers while they are in war zones?” 
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