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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
      Title    Date  Time/Duration   Program type           Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/12/19 06:00PM/40-seconds News                    * 

* Education contributions for the Florida Lottery have reached $36 billion.  The Florida Lottery 
announced its latest transfer to the state’s educational enhancement trust fund on Tuesday.  Since 
the lottery’s inception, Florida’s public schools have received more than $11.6 billion; colleges and 
universities have received a combined total of more than $8.4 billion; and more than $6.2 billion have 
been used to fund the Bright Futures Scholarship program.  Bright Futures has sent more than 
840,000 students to college since 1997. 

  
2. Channel 3 News - Dayside 11/13/19 04:00PM/1.7 minutes News                   ** 

** Every parent wants to know that their child is in good hands and is going to come home safe from 
school.  Channel 3 took a deeper look at how the Escambia County School District works to keep 
students and teachers safe.  How does the school make sure prohibited items don’t end up on school 
campuses?  How and when do they alert parents about an incident?  And why it’s tough to find 
student resource officers for schools.  School Superintendent Malcolm Thomas discussed alerts to 
parents, how metal detectors are used in schools, and Campus Safety Officer training.  

 
3. 3 in the Morning 11/14/19 06:00AM/2.4 minutes News                 *** 
       
*** For the first time education leaders from different Santa Rosa County early education programs 
met for a Transition to Kindergarten Summit.  This included representatives from early education 
programs like Volunteer Pre-Kindergarten, the Santa Rosa School District and Head Start.  The goal 
is to help make the transition easier and smoother for children.  "There is a big difference in what we 
do in early education then what they do at the school district, so we want to bridge that gap and that's 
why we have those players here" said Melissa Stuckey, Executive Director of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Santa Rosa County.  For many students the transition can be stressful and a big 
adjustment.  Some of the challenges that children, parent and teacher face during the transition 
include social, emotional and education readiness.  Stuckey said this happens because every child 
comes from a different background.  "If you don't get it right in their first five years, then those children 
might have problems for the rest of their life," Stuckey said.  Forums like this one are happening all 
over the state. It's an initiative by the Florida Office of Early Learning with the Department of 
Education to help improve school readiness and transition.  "We know that what happens at the birth 
to 5 space is critically important for children to be successful in k-12," said Phyllis Kalifeh, with 
Children's Forum, a state organization helping with the summits.  The summit promotes collaboration 
from all the programs involved in a child's life.  "It takes a village to do what we do and do it effectively 
and do it for the best interest of the children.  
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4. Channel 3 News at 5PM 11/17/19 05:00PM/2.3 minutes News                **** 
       

**** Students from the University of West Florida (UWF) are pushing lawmakers to fund programs that 
will help students who are homeless and hungry.  According to FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid), over 60,000 students reported being homeless this year.  UWF students say they've 
seen this happen to their own classmates.  Zenani Johnson is the Student Body President at UWF. 
She is also the Chair of the Florida Student Association, a group of 12 Student Body Presidents from 
each public university in Florida.  The group was in Tallahassee earlier this week asking lawmakers to 
sponsor a bill that will help students with food and housing insecurities.  "We know that if we want our 
students to be successful, we need to invest in them more," Johnson said.  They're asking for 
$340,000 to be distributed amongst the 12 public universities in Florida.  This money will be used to 
fund food pantries and provide emergency housing options for students in need, something Johnson 
says is more of a need than you might think.  Hunter Lyons is also a member of the Student 
Government Association at UWF.  He tells Channel 3 that he experienced homelessness and hunger 
while growing up in foster care.  In addition to funding for these programs, the students are also 
asking legislators for a sales tax break of textbooks. Between July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2016, 
qualifying textbooks were exempt from Florida sales tax. Johnson says this saved students over $40 
million statewide.  "Anything that we can do to eliminate the cost and decrease the likelihood of a 
student being homeless or having to decide whether they want to eat lunch or get a textbook, that's 
what we need to do," Johnson said.  Johnson tells us Sen. Anitere Flores (R-Miami) and Rep. Mel 
Ponder (R-Fort Walton Beach) are already drafting bills to support their proposal. 

 

5. Channel 3 News First at 4 11/18/19 04:00PM/1.2 minutes News              ***** 
       

***** Governor Ron DeSantis proposed a modest increase of just 0.4% in the overall state budget for 
the coming year, but Florida schools will get over a billion new dollars under his plan.  School 
spending would increase by $302 for each of the 2.8 million K-12 students.  It would rise to just under 
$8,000 per student.  The bulk of the increase, $602 million is for teacher raises.  “Every teacher in 
Florida will be at a minimum of $47,500,” said DeSantis.  And the governor repurposes $300 million 
being spent on teacher bonuses that currently rely on decades-old college admission test scores and 
replaces it with a program based on performance and school grades.  There’s also $100 million for 
mental health, a $25 million increase over last year, and another $25 million for school safety grants.  
The governor is also asking lawmakers for just under $250 million to keep property taxes for schools 
from going up based on the increased value of your home.  University funding remains flat under the 
governor’s proposal, but the plan doesn’t increase tuition.  There is also a modest nearly $12 million 
increase for Pre-K programs, the first increase in at least six years.  The plan must still be approved 
by lawmakers.  House Speaker Jose Oliva said, “While the details of his ambitious teacher-pay 
program remain obscure - not a small matter, his commitment to responsible spending is crystal clear.  
A solid base upon which to begin our budget discussions.” 
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6. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/21/19 06:00PM/2.1 minutes News             ****** 
       

****** Should convicted felons be allowed to volunteer at their child's school?  That's the question 
being raised in Okaloosa County.  Our Channel 3 crew met Jason Harwell, whose oldest daughter is 
in kindergarten and he also has a three-year-old.  He says he might never be able to volunteer at their 
schools due to a felony conviction from nearly 20 years ago.  Jason says when he was in high school, 
he threatened a teacher.  He calls this a crime he's not proud of, but also says he was dealing with a 
lot of emotional issues during his childhood because he grew up in foster care.  But that felony from 
2002 is still following Jason today, keeping him from being able to volunteer in the Okaloosa County 
School District, something that is very important to this dad.  "I want to be there every step of the 
way," Jason said.  "My girls are my purpose and that's what I've been missing for so long in my life." 
Jason says he's frustrated because there is not a clear district policy that says convicted felons can't 
be volunteers.  Channel 3 reached out to the Okaloosa School District for comment.  In an email, 
Assistant Superintendent Steve Horton said, the district "makes decisions with an abundance of 
caution, keeping student safety at the forefront" when screening potential volunteers.  He also says 
the district is considering implementing a review committee to provide an appeals process for 
applicants who have been denied.  Jason says he plans to go to the next school board meeting to 
bring more light to this issue. 

 
7. 3 in the Morning 12/04/19 06:00AM/2.3 minutes News            ******* 
       

******* With technology changing every day, the Navy is also changing its approach on how they train 
their sailors.  The Naval Air Technical Training Center at NAS Pensacola is using virtual reality and 
simulators to give their students a hands-on and immersive training.  The new technology is called 
"Multipurpose Reconfigurable Training System."  It's a flat panel touch screen that allows students to 
simulate a variety of tasks.  A NATTC they use this to help teach them how to operate and fix a 
mobile aircraft generator.  Admiral John Nowell, Chief of Naval Personnel is visiting from Washington 
D.C. he said this is the future of naval training.  "Technology is changing so quickly, that having 
technology like this they can work through it, they can do a lot of repetitions and sets, reps and set as 
we call it, so when they get to the real thing it comes like an afterthought," said Admiral Nowell.  
Sailors and marines at NTTC can open up any of the compartments and knobs of the generator by 
touching the screen.  If they need help, there is the option of opening up a video that will show them 
how to do it.  "The generation that we are now we are more visual learners and audible then just 
sitting in the classrooms and hearing someone talk but with this you get immersed with it," said Robert 
Sanchez, an E2 with the Marine Corp.”  Nowell said new technology is helping cut costs and training 
time.  "It's a more efficient way of training then when we use to have one of these machines here in a 
lab and you had to wait your turn to be able to go ahead and start starting, stopping it or trouble 
shooting," Nowell said.  Currently only one class at NTTC uses this technology, but they hope to 
introduce it to other training classes in the future.  
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8. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/04/19 04:00PM/30-seconds News          ******** 
       

******** Florida education officials and advocates say about 200,000 students could become ineligible 
for automatic free school lunches under a Trump administration proposal expected to reduce the 
number of food stamps enrollees.  News outlets reported the figures this week and say a finalized rule 
could come as soon as the end of the month.  Children automatically qualify for free lunches if their 
families receive food stamps, but in July the Trump administration proposed tightening eligibility for 
what was formerly called the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  The U.S. Agriculture 
Department released an analysis in October showing nearly 1 million students nationwide could be 
affected.  News outlets say impacted Florida households would still be eligible for free- and reduced-
price meals if they individually file an application for the National School Lunch Program. 

 
9. Channel 3 News First at 4 12/19/19 04:00PM/32-seconds News         ********* 
       

********* Governor Ron DeSantis announced Thursday that Florida has been awarded an additional 
$63 million in federal disaster funding to help schools impacted by Hurricane Michael.  The money is 
coming through the U.S. Department of Education.  It’ll be used to help students and schools from 
kindergarten through 12th-grade recover.  “Since day one of my administration, we have used every 
resource at our disposal to ensure Northwest Florida completely rebuilds from Hurricane Michael,” 
said Governor DeSantis.  “I’m grateful that we have been able to work with Secretary Betsy DeVos 
and the U.S. Department of Education to secure these additional funds that will provide much-needed 
relief to local students and families who deserve to return to normalcy after Hurricane Michael.” 
Hurricane Michael made landfall in October 2018.  Earlier in 2019, the Bay County School District 
announced that thousands of students could no longer go to county schools following the hurricane. 
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* Education contributions for the Florida Lottery have reached $36 billion.  The Florida Lottery 
announced its latest transfer to the state’s educational enhancement trust fund on Tuesday.  Since 
the lottery’s inception, Florida’s public schools have received more than $11.6 billion; colleges and 
universities have received a combined total of more than $8.4 billion; and more than $6.2 billion have 
been used to fund the Bright Futures Scholarship program.  Bright Futures has sent more than 
840,000 students to college since 1997. 

  
2. Channel 3 News - Dayside 11/13/19 04:00PM/1.7 minutes News                   ** 

** Every parent wants to know that their child is in good hands and is going to come home safe from 
school.  Channel 3 took a deeper look at how the Escambia County School District works to keep 
students and teachers safe.  How does the school make sure prohibited items don’t end up on school 
campuses?  How and when do they alert parents about an incident?  And why it’s tough to find 
student resource officers for schools.  School Superintendent Malcolm Thomas discussed alerts to 
parents, how metal detectors are used in schools, and Campus Safety Officer training.  

 
3. 3 in the Morning 11/14/19 06:00AM/2.4 minutes News                 *** 
       
*** For the first time education leaders from different Santa Rosa County early education programs 
met for a Transition to Kindergarten Summit.  This included representatives from early education 
programs like Volunteer Pre-Kindergarten, the Santa Rosa School District and Head Start.  The goal 
is to help make the transition easier and smoother for children.  "There is a big difference in what we 
do in early education then what they do at the school district, so we want to bridge that gap and that's 
why we have those players here" said Melissa Stuckey, Executive Director of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Santa Rosa County.  For many students the transition can be stressful and a big 
adjustment.  Some of the challenges that children, parent and teacher face during the transition 
include social, emotional and education readiness.  Stuckey said this happens because every child 
comes from a different background.  "If you don't get it right in their first five years, then those children 
might have problems for the rest of their life," Stuckey said.  Forums like this one are happening all 
over the state. It's an initiative by the Florida Office of Early Learning with the Department of 
Education to help improve school readiness and transition.  "We know that what happens at the birth 
to 5 space is critically important for children to be successful in k-12," said Phyllis Kalifeh, with 
Children's Forum, a state organization helping with the summits.  The summit promotes collaboration 
from all the programs involved in a child's life.  "It takes a village to do what we do and do it effectively 
and do it for the best interest of the children.  
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4. Channel 3 News at 5PM 11/17/19 05:00PM/2.3 minutes News                **** 
       

**** Students from the University of West Florida (UWF) are pushing lawmakers to fund programs that 
will help students who are homeless and hungry.  According to FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid), over 60,000 students reported being homeless this year.  UWF students say they've 
seen this happen to their own classmates.  Zenani Johnson is the Student Body President at UWF. 
She is also the Chair of the Florida Student Association, a group of 12 Student Body Presidents from 
each public university in Florida.  The group was in Tallahassee earlier this week asking lawmakers to 
sponsor a bill that will help students with food and housing insecurities.  "We know that if we want our 
students to be successful, we need to invest in them more," Johnson said.  They're asking for 
$340,000 to be distributed amongst the 12 public universities in Florida.  This money will be used to 
fund food pantries and provide emergency housing options for students in need, something Johnson 
says is more of a need than you might think.  Hunter Lyons is also a member of the Student 
Government Association at UWF.  He tells Channel 3 that he experienced homelessness and hunger 
while growing up in foster care.  In addition to funding for these programs, the students are also 
asking legislators for a sales tax break of textbooks. Between July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2016, 
qualifying textbooks were exempt from Florida sales tax. Johnson says this saved students over $40 
million statewide.  "Anything that we can do to eliminate the cost and decrease the likelihood of a 
student being homeless or having to decide whether they want to eat lunch or get a textbook, that's 
what we need to do," Johnson said.  Johnson tells us Sen. Anitere Flores (R-Miami) and Rep. Mel 
Ponder (R-Fort Walton Beach) are already drafting bills to support their proposal. 

 

5. Channel 3 News First at 4 11/18/19 04:00PM/1.2 minutes News              ***** 
       

***** Governor Ron DeSantis proposed a modest increase of just 0.4% in the overall state budget for 
the coming year, but Florida schools will get over a billion new dollars under his plan.  School 
spending would increase by $302 for each of the 2.8 million K-12 students.  It would rise to just under 
$8,000 per student.  The bulk of the increase, $602 million is for teacher raises.  “Every teacher in 
Florida will be at a minimum of $47,500,” said DeSantis.  And the governor repurposes $300 million 
being spent on teacher bonuses that currently rely on decades-old college admission test scores and 
replaces it with a program based on performance and school grades.  There’s also $100 million for 
mental health, a $25 million increase over last year, and another $25 million for school safety grants.  
The governor is also asking lawmakers for just under $250 million to keep property taxes for schools 
from going up based on the increased value of your home.  University funding remains flat under the 
governor’s proposal, but the plan doesn’t increase tuition.  There is also a modest nearly $12 million 
increase for Pre-K programs, the first increase in at least six years.  The plan must still be approved 
by lawmakers.  House Speaker Jose Oliva said, “While the details of his ambitious teacher-pay 
program remain obscure - not a small matter, his commitment to responsible spending is crystal clear.  
A solid base upon which to begin our budget discussions.” 
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6. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/21/19 06:00PM/2.1 minutes News             ****** 
       

****** Should convicted felons be allowed to volunteer at their child's school?  That's the question 
being raised in Okaloosa County.  Our Channel 3 crew met Jason Harwell, whose oldest daughter is 
in kindergarten and he also has a three-year-old.  He says he might never be able to volunteer at their 
schools due to a felony conviction from nearly 20 years ago.  Jason says when he was in high school, 
he threatened a teacher.  He calls this a crime he's not proud of, but also says he was dealing with a 
lot of emotional issues during his childhood because he grew up in foster care.  But that felony from 
2002 is still following Jason today, keeping him from being able to volunteer in the Okaloosa County 
School District, something that is very important to this dad.  "I want to be there every step of the 
way," Jason said.  "My girls are my purpose and that's what I've been missing for so long in my life." 
Jason says he's frustrated because there is not a clear district policy that says convicted felons can't 
be volunteers.  Channel 3 reached out to the Okaloosa School District for comment.  In an email, 
Assistant Superintendent Steve Horton said, the district "makes decisions with an abundance of 
caution, keeping student safety at the forefront" when screening potential volunteers.  He also says 
the district is considering implementing a review committee to provide an appeals process for 
applicants who have been denied.  Jason says he plans to go to the next school board meeting to 
bring more light to this issue. 

 
7. 3 in the Morning 12/04/19 06:00AM/2.3 minutes News            ******* 
       

******* With technology changing every day, the Navy is also changing its approach on how they train 
their sailors.  The Naval Air Technical Training Center at NAS Pensacola is using virtual reality and 
simulators to give their students a hands-on and immersive training.  The new technology is called 
"Multipurpose Reconfigurable Training System."  It's a flat panel touch screen that allows students to 
simulate a variety of tasks.  A NATTC they use this to help teach them how to operate and fix a 
mobile aircraft generator.  Admiral John Nowell, Chief of Naval Personnel is visiting from Washington 
D.C. he said this is the future of naval training.  "Technology is changing so quickly, that having 
technology like this they can work through it, they can do a lot of repetitions and sets, reps and set as 
we call it, so when they get to the real thing it comes like an afterthought," said Admiral Nowell.  
Sailors and marines at NTTC can open up any of the compartments and knobs of the generator by 
touching the screen.  If they need help, there is the option of opening up a video that will show them 
how to do it.  "The generation that we are now we are more visual learners and audible then just 
sitting in the classrooms and hearing someone talk but with this you get immersed with it," said Robert 
Sanchez, an E2 with the Marine Corp.”  Nowell said new technology is helping cut costs and training 
time.  "It's a more efficient way of training then when we use to have one of these machines here in a 
lab and you had to wait your turn to be able to go ahead and start starting, stopping it or trouble 
shooting," Nowell said.  Currently only one class at NTTC uses this technology, but they hope to 
introduce it to other training classes in the future.  
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8. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/04/19 04:00PM/30-seconds News          ******** 
       

******** Florida education officials and advocates say about 200,000 students could become ineligible 
for automatic free school lunches under a Trump administration proposal expected to reduce the 
number of food stamps enrollees.  News outlets reported the figures this week and say a finalized rule 
could come as soon as the end of the month.  Children automatically qualify for free lunches if their 
families receive food stamps, but in July the Trump administration proposed tightening eligibility for 
what was formerly called the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  The U.S. Agriculture 
Department released an analysis in October showing nearly 1 million students nationwide could be 
affected.  News outlets say impacted Florida households would still be eligible for free- and reduced-
price meals if they individually file an application for the National School Lunch Program. 

 
9. Channel 3 News First at 4 12/19/19 04:00PM/32-seconds News         ********* 
       

********* Governor Ron DeSantis announced Thursday that Florida has been awarded an additional 
$63 million in federal disaster funding to help schools impacted by Hurricane Michael.  The money is 
coming through the U.S. Department of Education.  It’ll be used to help students and schools from 
kindergarten through 12th-grade recover.  “Since day one of my administration, we have used every 
resource at our disposal to ensure Northwest Florida completely rebuilds from Hurricane Michael,” 
said Governor DeSantis.  “I’m grateful that we have been able to work with Secretary Betsy DeVos 
and the U.S. Department of Education to secure these additional funds that will provide much-needed 
relief to local students and families who deserve to return to normalcy after Hurricane Michael.” 
Hurricane Michael made landfall in October 2018.  Earlier in 2019, the Bay County School District 
announced that thousands of students could no longer go to county schools following the hurricane. 

 


