
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT  
  
  
Station:  WEAR-TV  
Location:            Pensacola, FL  
Quarter ending:       
  

June 30, 2020      

ISSUE/description:   5. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about tropical storms, severe 
weather, floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-
threatening conditions; current scams; Government regulations providing 
personal safety protection.  

  
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.):  

  
 Title  Date   Time/Duration   Program type     Description  
 1. Channel 3 News at 10PM           04/02/20            10:00PM/1.2 min.        News                                   *  
     
* Nissan recalled more than a quarter million SUV’s, trucks, and vans to replace potentially dangerous TAKATA 
air bags. The automaker says, when activated, the airbags can explode with too much force and hurl shrapnel. 
Nissan notified owners later in April and will replace the airbags. You can find a full list of affected vehicles on 
our website.  
  
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM  05/09/20            6:00PM/3 min.                    News          **  
      
** With many of us spending more time on social media during the pandemic, the Better Business Bureau warns 
to watch out for scammers. A lot of rip-off artists are using social media site like Facebook to offer take coupons. 
Many have seasons or gift-giving themes. The most frequently distributed fake coupons are for Costco, Starbucks, 
and Trader Joe’s. The BBB says consumers should be skeptical.  The better a deal looks, the more likely it is a 
scam. The BBB warns of coupons without expiration dates and anything asking for person information 
  
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM  05/09/20  10:00PM/2.2 min.  News        ***  
      
*** From Coronavirus to Murder Hornets, the hits just keep on coming in 2020 and experts are in agreement that 
the hurricane season could be a busy one. Hurricane season officially begins on June first and several experts and 
their models are projecting an above average season. During an average season, you expect to see six hurricanes 
and twelve named storms. Meteorologists say we could see more than that because the sea surface temperature 
has been warmer than normal. 
  
  
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM  05/04/20            10:00PM/4 min.                News              ****  
      
**** Right now, crews are battling a fire at Five Mile Swamp in Santa Rosa County.  The Florida Forest Service 
says there are six bulldozers, two bush trucks, and one helicopter on the scene.  Sources say that containment is 
unknown at this time. The fire is located north of I-10, east of Avalon Blvd. and south of the Santa Rosa County 
Landfill. The Florida Forest Service says Avalon and Bagdad Fire Departments are staging in the neighborhoods 
to the north as a precaution.   
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5. Channel 3 News Dayside  05/06/20             11:00AM/2.5 min.            News             *****  
      
***** The Five Mile Swamp fire in Santa Rosa County has grown to 250 acres and is only 30 percent contained. 
The Florida Forest Service says southerly winds pushed the fire deeper into Five Mile swamp, closer to the Ski 
Watch neighborhood. Fourteen tractor and plow units along with a helicopter are working to put out the fire. The 
National Weather Service has issued a Red Flag Warning for Inland Santa Rosa County, due to tomorrow’s 
forecast of north winds and a drop in humidity. People and motorists may encounter smoke and are asked to use 
caution while driving. 
  
  
6. Channel 3 News at 10PM               05/07/20             10:00PM/1 min.         News                                ******  
  
****** The Florida Forest Service says a wildfire off of Chumuckla Highway in Pace is now contained, however, 
you may still see it burning and smoldering. More than 70 acres have been burned there since yesterday.  
  
  
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM  05/07/20                6:00PM/2.2 min.           News              *******  
 
******* This morning the Governor and his team made a stop in Santa Rosa County. Our crews saw the Governor 
take off on a tour of the damage caused by the Five Mile Swamp Fire. Todays visit was very brief.  We were told 
he left after less than 30 minutes.  Santa Rosa County Sheriff. Bob Johnson told us the Governor needed to respond 
to an emergency.  The Governor also wouldn’t take any questions from the media.  
 
  
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM               05/07/20             6:00PM/4 min.                  News                ********  
 
******** The smoke could be seen billowing from miles and miles away.  Santa Rosa County’s Emergency 
Management Agency says they are taking additional steps to protect those on the frontlines from damaging smoke 
inhalation. As firefighters continue to battle the blaze, Brad Baker says teams are ready to provide any medical 
help needed. “ We have out EMS staging out there, the Health Department is on standby.  Because we were 
geared up for COVID-19, we have an ample amount of 995 masks.  We’ve taken some of those out to the 
firefighters and responders to wear.” Baker says to keep residents safe, they are also refraining from opening up 
the area south of I-10. This is on and east of Garcon Point Road and north of Mary Kitchens Road. “There is still 
a lot of heavy smoke conditions.  I’ve got several calls about why we won’t open the area. If you saw the amount 
of power poles down and the crews out there, you would understand why we are not opening it.” Baker says as 
soon as it is safe, they will reopen the area. 
  
 9. Channel 3 News at 10PM            05/09/20           10:00PM/1.2 min.                  News            *********  
********* The Hurst Hammock fire in Escambia County is now 50 percent contained. It has burned just over 14 
hundred acres and jumped the fire lines this morning. Officials say the fire is still in a wooded area and is not a 
threat to any homes.  The cause of the fire is still unknown.  
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 10. Channel 3 News at 10PM            05/11/20           10:00PM /2 min.               News              *10  
      
*10 The Five Mile Swamp Fire in Santa Rosa County is now 75 percent contained and remains at over two-
thousand acres. The fire destroyed 27 buildings, including 14 homes.  The Santa Rosa County Emergency 
Management Operations Center estimates the damage to homes at nearly two million dollars. No injuries have 
been reported. 
  
  
11. Channel 3 News at 4PM  05/12/20            4:00PM/1.5 min.               News                  *11  
     
*11 Today, two more Northwest Florida counties enacted a ban on outdoor burning following several large 
wildfires in the past week.  Fires in Santa Rosa and Walton counties, each destroyed more than a dozen homes. 
  
  
12. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/12/20            6:00PM/4 min.                  News        *12  
      
*12 Woods fires have consumed thousands of acres, while destroying everything in their paths.  The one in Santa 
Rosa County is the result of a permitted burn from an unnamed property owner that got out of control. The Walton 
County fire began from someone burning trash.  In each case, no law was broken, because despite the dry 
conditions, no burn ban was in place.  Walton Commissioners changed course unanimously approving a ban until 
further notice. Okaloosa County putting a burn ban in for at least the next week.  In Santa Rosa County, cite of 
the areas largest still active fire, there is no ban. Commissioner Bob Cole says that needs to change.  
  
  
13.Channel 3 News at 10PM          05/16/20                10:00PM/3.2 min.         News                              *13 
 
*13 The BBB is warning about puppy scams, which they say have skyrocketed during the pandemic. Channel 3 
spoke with one woman who says she is out thousands of dollars after falling victim to one.  
  
  
14.Channel 3 News at 5PM          05/17/20  5:00PM/3.5 min.          News                              *14  
      
*14 Central Water Works issued a boil water advisory, after the detection of E-Coli. This warning not only 
includes utility customers, but also the Century Correctional Institution. Central says the bacteria was found in 
some groundwater and distribution system samples taken on April 8th. It’s supplying the prison with water through 
an emergency fire hose connection after the city’s water well failed last week. The company says do not drink 
water without boiling it first for at least one minute.  
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15. Channel 3 News at 5PM  05/27/20 5:00PM/2 min       News                   *15 
 
*15 The burn ban in Okaloosa county has expired. The Public Safety Director says firefighters are comfortable 
letting it expire, citing improved weather conditions. Santa Rosa County Commissioners will decide on Thursday 
to either extend or let the ban there expire. Escambia County leaders tell Channel 3 that the ban will remain in 
place until the fire chief decided to lift it. 
 
 
16. Channel 3 News at 10PM  05/28/20 10:00PM/3.2 min      News            *16 
 
*16 Florida’s Attorney General is requesting information about the privacy and security of kids who use Tik Tok. 
Attorney General Ashley Moody sent an inquiry to the China-based Social Media Company. Some of her 
concerns are if kids under the age of 13 can get around age verification tools, and if they can obtain a new account 
with a fake birthday. Moody is also urging parents to be aware of how websites and social media apps collect and 
share the personal information of children. 
 
 
17. Channel 3 News at 6PM  05/29/20 6:00PM/1 min.      News                   *17 
 
*17 Burn bans have now been lifted across Northwest Florida. Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties ended their 
bans on outdoor burning yesterday morning. They were issues after several large wildfires broke out across the 
region. 
 
 
18. Channel 3 News at 4PM  06/05/20 4:00PM/1.5 min.      News                   *18 
 
*18 Santa Rosa County is giving out sand in anticipation of potentially heavy rains from Tropical Storm Cristobal. 
People who live in the county can pick up sand on a first come, first serve basis.  You must bring your own 
sandbags and shovel. 
  
  
 19. Channel 3 News at 10PM 06/06/20 10:00PM/3 min.      News        *19 
 
*19 Lifeguards have plans in place to safeguard visitors as we prepare for severe weather this weekend. Water 
Safety Chief Dave Greenwood says he expects crowds at the beach to slim down ahead of the weekend. 
Greenwood tells Channel 3 his lifeguards will be working longer hours protecting more vulnerable tourists who 
are less informed on the dangers of Rip-Currents up and down the coast during these times. He says there are also 
other factors to watch out for if you’re on the beach this weekend. 
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20. Channel 3 News Dayside           06/11/20 11:00AM/2 min.      News        *20 
 
*20 Some roads that were closed from the impacts of Tropical Storm Cristobal are back open again.  The 
Superintendent of the Gulf Island National Seashore, Dan Brown says Bowden way between Navarre and 
Pensacola Beach and the road to Johnson Beach on Perdido Key are open. Fort Pickens Road remains closed due 
to standing water. Also still closed, it the Pavilion at Opal Beach. 
 
 
21. Channel 3 News 5PM  06/29/20 5:00PM/3.5 min.      News        *21 

*21 A second round of Saharan Dust is heading towards Northwest Florida. This round has been close behind the 
first wave that impacted the Gulf Coast last weekend. The dust is currently in the Gulf of Mexico and is expected 
to arrive in Northwest Florida on Wednesday. The first wave of Saharan Dust brought picturesque sunrises & 
sunsets, but also air quality concerns to the area. The second wave of Saharan Dust will bring similar sunrise & 
sunset settings, as well as a possible drop in air quality Wednesday through Friday. With rain chances expected 
during this duration, it's also possible that some of this dust could hitch a ride on the water droplets. The end 
result? Not a good week to get your car washed ahead of the holiday weekend! NOAA says the dust travel is not 
that uncommon. 


