
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2005 
 
ISSUE/description:    5. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; 
method  of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; 
school vouchers;   costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/05/05 06:07PM/2 minutes News                         * 
 

* Escambia County schools and law enforcement will soon be able to communicate better during a 
security threat.  The school district will receive nearly 60 thousand dollars in Federal Homeland 
Security grants to purchase a two way radio system.  It will enhance security systems already in the 
schools and allow administrators to communicate with emergency responders in any type of crisis... 
including hostage situations, weather emergencies and fires.  The system should be running in a few 
months.  Currently, schools can only contact law enforcement by phone, which is not a reliable 
system during emergencies such as the recent hurricane. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/10/05 06:02PM/4 minutes News                       ** 
 

** Schools across Florida could see a big boost in their reading budgets next year.  Governor Jeb 
Bush wants to increase state and federal spending on reading initiatives by more than 43 million 
dollars to a record 186-million dollars.  The money would go toward additional reading coaches, 
teacher training, and books and materials, with a focus on middle school.  House Minority Leader 
Chris Smith says Democrats in the state legislature support the governor's goal of promoting reading.  

In a second story, Florida State Senator, Education Commissioner, Attorney General - and now 
substitute teacher.  Today, Charlie Crist had to have a lesson plan for students in an A-P World 
History class at Niceville High School.  He came to teach at the invitation of Okaloosa School 
Superintendent Don Gaetz.  It's part of a program: "Leaders as Teachers" - bringing big wig policy 
makers into local classrooms to interact with teens.  Don Gaetz, Okaloosa School Superintendent 
said he thinks students that have a chance to be face to face with people like Attorney General Crist 
will get a better appreciation for how our government works and they'll be better citizens.  Crist 
explained his job as Florida's Attorney General and answered questions.  Students said they learned 
a lot about the Florida State Government that they didn't know before…like about Medicaid and 
Medicare and the tourist industry.  They felt it was really beneficial for him to come and visit Niceville. 
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3. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/18/05 06:06PM/3 minutes News                      *** 
 
*** The Santa Rosa School District is examining the effects Hurricane Ivan had on students and 
teachers, and is looking for ways to help.  The school district met with county leaders Tuesday to 
discuss issues affecting the schools.  District officials said student displacement has affected every 
school in the district and it's causing stress on families.  Some students are still in need of basic 
necessities...the district is providing help in that area.  The school district says it could take as long as 
two years for things to get back to normal with the students. 
In a second story on education in Santa Rosa County, we reported that the county is seeing an 
increase in the number of sex crimes among Middle School students.  The increase is due in part to 
a change in the definition of lewd and lascivious molestation.  A change in Florida law now says that 
lewd and lascivious acts means touching a victim in a sexual manner on top of the clothes as well as 
under the clothes.  This includes using an object other than the hand to touch the victim.  The victim 
has to be 16-years-old or younger.  Assistant State Attorney Catina Wilson says the age of the 
offender is irrelevant if it has a sexual connotation to it in their intent.  Wilson also attributes the 
increase they're seeing to schools educating students on what's considered lewd behavior.  

Our next story concerned changes on the horizon for Escambia County Middle and High School 
students, as the school board approved some significant changes in the curriculum in a strategy to 
improve FCAT scores.  The plan includes eliminating 8th grade civics and adding some Geography 
classes in middle school, and it also requires high school students to take a semester of reading, but 
the most controversial part of the plan calls for dropping Civics and integrating it into American 
History.  Research shows last year, only a small percentage of 9th graders mastered civics on the 
California Achievement Test.  Escambia County is one of only three districts in the state teaching 
Civics separately.  Tonight, several teachers urged the board to make the change.  The board voted 
three to two for the plan, which will go into effect in the fall.  The board also approved adding a 9th 
grade reading class to improve FCAT scores.  Students who read above grade level will be able to 
take an advanced course to help them prep for college entrance exams.  The board delayed a vote 
on another portion of the plan that would impact band classes by requiring all middle school students 
to take a year of PE.  That vote will come up now in two months. 

    
 
4. Channel 3 News - eXtra 01/27/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                     **** 
 
**** Police arrested two boys in Ocala, Florida this week for making pencil-and-crayon stick figure 
drawings depicting a 10-year-old classmate being stabbed and hanged.  The boys, ages 9 and 10, 
were taken from school in handcuffs and charged with making a written threat to kill or harm another 
person – a felony.  The boys’ parents say the children should be punished by the school and families, 
not the legal system.  Our topic for discussion tonight was whether the police did the right thing in 
charging the two boys with felonies. 
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5. Channel 3 News - eXtra 02/14/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                   ***** 
 
***** Eleven-year-old Christa Schrier drew a tiny cannon ball and the words “bomb” on her desk at 
Belleview Middle School in Pensacola last week.  School officials say the cartoon amounts to a bomb 
threat, and suspended Christa for 10 days.  Is this zero tolerance, or a lack of sense?  We asked our 
viewers tonight whether they agreed with the school’s punishment of Christa.  We took viewer e-mails 
and read them on-the-air, plus viewers phoned in to discuss the whole issue of zero tolerance in 
schools. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News - eXtra 02/15/04 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                  ****** 
 
****** Governor Jeb Bush wants voters to change the class size limits they approved more than two 
years ago.  He wants to apply a district-wide average instead of a hard cap on each class.  He plans 
to ask lawmakers to approve a ballot question to change the state constitution, saying that reversing 
the class size limits would help school districts focus on student achievement and free up resources.  
Right now, schools have until 2008 to reduce class sizes to no more than 18 for grades K through 3

rd
 

grade, no more than 22 for grades 4 through 8, and no more than 25 fro grades 9 through 12. Our 
topic for discussion tonight was whether viewers favored or opposed changing the state’s class size 
limits.  We took viewer phone calls and e-mails discussing the subject. 
 
 
7. ABC News Nightline 02/21/05 11:01PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                ******* 
                   
*******  Tonight’s topic was “The Price of Academic Freedom”.  
 
 
8. Channel 3 News - eXtra 03/04/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs               ******** 
 
******** Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates says the nation’s high schools are broken and need to be 
fixed.  At a national highs chool summit last weekend, Gates said trying to teach students in today’s 
high schools is like teaching kids about computers with a 50-year-old mainframe.  He said schools 
need to be redesigned with courses that are rigorous and relevant to kids.  Our topic for discussion 
tonight: “Do high schools need to be drastically redesigned to better prepare students for college?”  
As usual, we took both e-mail comments and viewer phone calls and discussed the issue on-the-air. 
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9. Channel 3 News - eXtra 03/08/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs              ********* 
 
********* Governor Bush is proposing raising the starting pay for teachers to $35,000 per year, and 
giving every teacher in the state a $2,000 a year raise.  But district school boards would be required 
to pay more to teachers and administrators who work in predominantly poor schools, and in schools 
located in high crime areas.  On tonight’s program our viewers discussed whether teachers in poor or 
high crime areas should be paid more. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/09/05 06:10PM/2 minutes News            ********** 
 

********** Doctor John Cavanaugh says his goal is to make the University of West Florida the region's 
best comprehensive university in America.  Cavanaugh outlined UWF's strategy during his State of 
the University address today.  The university will soon undergo an accreditation review, so it is 
implementing a new Quality Enhancement Plan.  The goal is to dramatically improve student learning 
with projects such as internships, hands-on technology projects, field trips and other activities. 
In the meantime, Cavanaugh says he is concerned about the national trend in higher education to 
reduce funding and put the burden on families to pay for rising tuition costs.  Cavanaugh says UWF 
must also work to make a college education affordable for families.  Faculty and staff believe he's on 
the right track.  Cavanaugh has served as UWF President for three years. 

 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/11/05 06:02PM/3 minutes News                               *********** 
 

*********** Local school districts are experiencing a growing population of Spanish speaking students 
following Hurricane Ivan.  Many are from families who came here looking for recovery work.  Local 
classes for non English speaking students have traditionally been filled with Vietnamese children, but 
that's changing.  Vivian Gomolka is an ESOL teacher. That's a special course of "English for 
Speakers of Other Languages".  Half her class now is from Mexico or Texas.  The children came to 
Northwest Florida speaking only Spanish and facing lots of challenges.  Not only are these students 
learning a new language, they're adjusting to a new home and school.  The trend started prior to 
Hurricane Ivan, but since the storm Escambia County has added about 40 Hispanic students and 
Santa Rosa County 23.  The Escambia County School District has a shortage of translators like 
Gomolka who can communicate with the Spanish speaking families, so the district is seeking grants 
to hire more translators and counting on volunteers to help.  The children spend a few hours in the 
ESOL class, but they're mainstreamed into regular classes for most of the day.  
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12. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/16/05 10:07PM/2 minutes News                              ************ 
 
************ The Alabama State Department of Education has released their accountability report 
cards for school systems and their respective schools.  Baldwin County Schools Director of 
Instructional Support, Pam Henson, says all of the county's schools met proficiency in both reading 
and mathematics.  In fact six schools achieved 100 percent in adequate yearly progress in both 
reading and math.  The report card also includes a projected drop-out rate that dates back to the 
freshman class of 2002.  Baldwin County's projected rate is 17.5%, which is higher than the national 
average of about 13%.  It's a number the county has been working to improve since last fall with 
Ninth Grade Success Academies.  The school district has committed more than half a million dollars 
to the success academies.  Under No Child Left Behind schools nationwide eventually need to have 
their drop-out rate below ten percent.  Baldwin County hopes the ninth grade academies will keep 
students in school and help them exceed the 10 percent federal mandate. 
 
      
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/31/05 06:04PM/2 minutes News                             ************* 
 
************* Summer is just around the corner and that means thousands of area students will soon 
be looking for jobs.  But some students are struggling to find work after the hurricane.  Spring 
semester at the University of West Florida ends in about a month and for many students that means 
now's the time to find a job.  Pensacola native Gretchen Fischler will graduate this spring with a 
degree in marketing.  She's struggling to find a job close to home.  "Here in town it's hard and the 
hurricane has taken a huge toll on that," said Fischler.  Graduate student Jim Penman is one of the 
lucky ones. He's working at the University as a graduate assistant.  But Penman often hears from 
students unable to find a job and he too blames the difficulty on Ivan.  But there may be some other 
opportunities.  Out on Pensacola Beach, finding a job might not be as hard as some may think.  
Sandy Johnston of the Pensacola Beach Chamber of Commerce says half of the hotels should be 
open by summer.  She says most of the restaurants and shops are open and they may hire more 
people than usual due to robust business.  "The businesses that are open just for spring break they 
said the business has been fantastic. Some of them have said they've almost doubled what they did 
last year," said Johnston.  Johnston says if the trend continues short staffed businesses will hire 
more people-- good news for students desperate to find jobs this summer season. 
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