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Section I: Issues

WFUM has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

1. Arts/Humanities:  

2. Children’s Issues:  

3. Civil Rights/Race:  

4. Crime/Safety:  

5. Economy:  

6. Education:  

7. Environment:  

8. Government:  

9. Labor Relations:  

10. Legal System/Court Cases:  

11. Public Health/Medicine:  

12. Social Policy/Welfare:  

13. Transportation:  
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Section II: Responsive Programs

WFUM broadcast programming dealing with the various issues outlined in Section I of this list.  The programming was aired on the 
dates and times as follows:

1. Arts/Humanities:

Stateside: Talking to Veterans
Broadcast on 07-08-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 8:23.  People can be really bad at talking to veterans. We get 
awkward. We freeze up. We say "thank you for your service..." but then what? As part of our series "Beyond the 
Battlefield," we talked with lots of veterans about those interactions. Before we talk with someone who knows how 
civilians can do better let’s hear from a couple vets...



Erin Smith is with us now to help shed some light on how we talk to vets...and how we should talk. She’s a 
psychologist with the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System. So good to have you with us, Erin.

Stateside: Possessive S
Broadcast on 08-10-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:09.  Here’s a questions for you. Did your dad work at "Ford’s"? 
Did your grandma shop at "Hudson’s"?  Do you make grocery runs at "Meijer’s"? A lot of us have a real habit of 
adding that possessive "S" at the end of a store name or company name. We wondered: is this a Michigan thing? 
Let’s find out as we say hello and welcome back to University of Michigan English professor Anne Curzan...who 
co-hosts That’s What They Say with Rina Miller here on Michigan Radio. Always good to talk language with you 
Anne!

2. Children’s Issues:

Stateside: Kids Count
Broadcast on 07-21-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 10:78.  Unemployment numbers in Michigan are down to their 
lowest levels in a decade. Auto sale and profits are booming...construction is up...and houses are selling again. But, 
the 2015 Kids Count Data Book out today from the Annie E Casey Foundation finds...the rising tide of recovery has 
NOT lifted all boats...especially in Michigan.  .Laura Speer is the Associate Director of Policy Reform and 
Advocacy at the Annie E. Casey Foundation.  Welcome, Laura.

Stateside:State of Opportunity; Your Tax Dollars at Work
Broadcast on 07-30-2015 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 50:00.  Michigan spends about 10 percent of the state 
budget on social welfare programs, and that doesn’t include health care. Is that money well spent? For a relatively 
small portion of our state budget, our passions and our politics are very much at work when we talk about these 
programs. Does that keep us from asking real questions about our social safety net and programs that might really 
help families get ahead.  This is a State of Opportunity special... "Your Tax Dollars at Work." We’ll talk to real 
people, and take a look at what really works to help low-income families climb the economic ladder. And what 
seems like a waste of time or money?

Morning Edition: State of Opportunity
Broadcast on 08-05-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:59.  Getting your first car is a seminal moment-cars 
are part of our cultural heritage. That car can also make daily life easier. If there’s a group of young people that few 
things are easy for, it’s those in the state’s foster care system.  Sarah Alvarez reports this group of teens has a hard 
time even getting drivers licenses--let alone cars.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

Morning Edition: State of Opportunity
Broadcast on 08-19-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 2:47.  Three years ago this August, a new federal 
program got underway that’s since affected the lives of more than half a million young Americans - thousands of 
whom love in Michigan. The program came with a characteristically bureaucratic acronym. And, like many things 
done by the federal government, it’s been controversial. 



But three years in our reporter Dustin Dwyer takes a look at what we’ve learned from the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals - or DACA - program.

4. Crime/Safety:

All Things Considered: Legalize Marijuana in Michinga in 2016
Broadcast on 07-03-2015 at 4:44PM; Duration: 3:24.  At least three groups are working to put the question in front 
of voters. But money will play a big role in deciding which of those groups actually makes the ballot. Two of the 
campaigns appear to have financial backing from businesses and industry groups with deep pockets, while the other 
relies heavily on small donations and volunteers.

Morning Edition: Legalize Marijuana in Michigan in 2016
Broadcast on 07-03-2015 at 5:45AM and 7:45AM; Duration 3:24.  At least three groups are working to put the 
question in front of voters. But money will play a big role in deciding which of those groups actually makes the 
ballot. Two of the campaigns appear to have financial backing from businesses and industry groups with deep 
pockets, while the other relies heavily on small donations and volunteers.

Stateside: Aramark Contract
Broadcast on 07-13-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 4:38.  Enough was, apparently, enough. Enough of maggoty food, of 
traces of rodents, of workers engaging in sex acts with inmates...and more.  The State of Michigan today terminated 
its contract with Aramark to feed prison inmates.  Chad Livengood of the Detroit News is with us now: Chad, what 
is the State saying? And what is Aramark saying?

Stateside: State of Opporturnity/ Opiate Drug Epidemic in MI
Broadcast on 07-16-2015 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 50:00.  The Hidden Epidemic is a State of Opportunity 
documentary on the opiate drug epidemic in Michigan.   It’s been a national epidemic, but Michigan has been 
especially hard hit. It’s an epidemic if drug addiction to opiates. While Michigan has been one ofthe worst places for 
the epidemic, it has not been a place on the forefront of finding solutions.

Stateside: Sexual Assault Victim Law
Broadcast on 08-06-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 7:28.  Survivors of sexual assault have new rights that will be 
completely in place by September 30th.  The Sexual Assault Victim’s Access to Justice Act requires police agencies 
to tell survivors how they can get help and support...where the survivor can get free medical care and testing...and to 
do all this within 24 hours after the first contact with the survivor.  Gail Krieger is a staff attorney with the Michigan 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention and Treatment Board. Welcome!

Morning Edition: Flint Murders
Broadcast on 08-13-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 2:41.  Gun violence has claimed 11 lives in Flint in the 
past two weeks. As Michigan Radio’s Steve Carmody reports... as police work to solve the murders...the community 
is left to find its own answers. 



The surge in murders has taken place across the city. From neighborhoods...to the heart of downtown.



The surge has also stretched Flint’s beleaguered police department to its limit...Captain Collin Birnie...
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

4. Crime/Safety (Continued):

Stateside: Jake Neher/Marijuana in Michigan
Broadcast on 08-24-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 15:55.  Marijuana in Michigan has certainly changed over the past 
couple of years. For decades, it was outright illegal. Then it became legal for medical reasons. Soo, it could be legal 
just...for fun. A number of groups seeking to legalize cannabis in Michigan are working to put proposals on the 2016 
ballot. Michigan Public Radio Lansing reporter Jake Neher is here with us now to kick off our series of 
conversations about Marijuana in Michigan.  Jake, you have been covering marijuana in Michigan for some time. 
How’d you became the go to person for marijuana issues?

Stateside: Senate Bill 512 being dubbed the "Yes Means Yes" Bill.
Broadcast on 09-23-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 10:00.  If you want to have sex with someone, it can’t be presumed 
because you�re dating. It can’t be based on someone’s drunken actions. It can’t be because that someone didn’t say 
No.  That’s what a bill introduced by some Lansing Democrats would mean.   Senate Bill 512 has been dubbed the 
"Yes Means Yes" bill.  This idea of affirmative consent is gaining ground in other states.  It comes at a time that a 
number of Michigan universities have been the focus of federal investigation for the way they’ve handled reports of 
sexual assault.  Democratic State Senator Curtis Hertel Jr is sponsor of the bill. Senator Hertel Jr is sponsor of the 
bill.  Senator Hertel, welcome to the program.

5. Economy:

Stateside: State of Woman Business
Broadcast on 07-01-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 7:49.  The number of women-owned businesses ballooned by 
74-percent between 1997 and 2015. That’s according to a new report from American Express Open.  The number of 
businesses owned by black women?  Up 322-percent since 1997!!! Amy Haimerl is with us now. She looked at the 
"fastest-growing group of entrepreneurs in America" in a report for Fortune.  Amy, what’s driving the growth of 
women-owned firms?

Morning Edition: Unemployment/Fraud Cases
Broadcast on 07-24-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:35.  Unemployment fraud cases are on the rise in 
Michigan. If you’re wrongly accused of fraud, it can take many months, lots of money and a hearing to clear your 
name. Michigan Radio’s Rebecca Kruth spoke with two men who said they did everything right when they collected 
unemployment, but still ended up in front of a judge.

Stateside: Michigan’s Unemployment Computer Mess
Broadcast on 08-10-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:06.  Michigan’s unemployment computer system: is it saving 
money, streamlining the unemployment process, rooting out unemployment fraud? That’s what state officials say 
about the computer system that’s been handling unemployment claims in Michigan since 2013. But a mounting 
chorus of critics say this system called MiDAS is brutalizing people who have been mistakenly accuse by the state 
of collecting more unemployment benefits that they’re entitled to. That this automated, business-like approach 
means there is no human being to speak with. That lives are being ruined because of mistakes being make by a 
computer software system.  Steve Gray is with us: he is a Law Professor at the University of Michigan...and he’s the 
General Manager of the Michigan Unemployment Insurance Project. It’s a non-profit that helps Michigan worker 
with unemployment issues. Welcome!

Stateside: Michigan Pulse Poll
Broadcast on 09-08-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 9:14.  Only one in four Michiganders say they’re better off 
financially than they were last year, and when you break that down by age...more than 90 percent of folks over 65 
say they’re worse off!  Let’s dig deeper into this economic question, as well as questions regarding redistricting and 
marijuana legalization in Michigan...as we turn to Jeff Williams, CEO of Public Sector Consultants.  We partner 
with PSC for out polling series Michigan’s Pulse...Hi Jeff!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: Center for Michigan Report
Broadcast on 09-14-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 10:07.  What will it take to get Michiganders into good job? Jobs 
with a future? And a good paycheck? The Center for Michigan has spent the last year asking those questions of 
more than five thousand Michiganders for its "Getting to Work" public engagement campaign. This is the sixth such 
public engagement campaign conducted by the Center for Michigan, which is non-profit and nonpartisan. John 
Bebow is President and CEO to the Center for Michigan. Always good to see you, John.

Stateside: America’s Slums
Broadcast on 09-15-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 7:59.  By official economic measures, this country has emerged 
from the Great Recession. But recovery is not being felt in many neighborhoods in large and mid-sized cities. Since 
2000, the number of people living in high-poverty slums has nearly doubled. What is behind this "Resurrection of 
America’s Slums"? Alana Semuels explores this question in a piece for the Atlantic...and she’s with us now.

6. Education:

Stateside: School of Choice Study
Broadcast on 08-05-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:37.  In 1994, Michigan opened the door to school of choice. It 
permitted school districts to welcome students from other school districts. Some two decades later, more that 
80-percent of districts are enrolling school of choice students. 100-thousnad K-through-12 students are going to 
school outside their home districts. Michigan State University researcher Joshua Cowen is the lead author on a first 
of its kind study exploring how school-of-choice is working for students. Joshua Cowen is with us now: Joshua, 
what questions did you want to answer with the study?

Morning Edition: Steve Carmody
Broadcast on 08-28-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:55.  TThis fall...Michigan high schools are testing 
two different programs for detecting concussions in high school athletes.   The new protocols involve testing an 
athlete’s cognitive ability before the season...then comparing those test results with new tests conducted after a 
player may have suffered a concussion.

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 09-09-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:26.  School is back in session...and this year, student growth will 
play a bigger role in teacher evaluations. Last year, student growth was considered a "significant" factor, but local 
leaders were the ones to decide what "significant" meant. Now, student growth will comprise 50-percent of a 
teacher’s evaluation. How will this affect teachers and kids?

Morning Edition: Tracy Samilton
Broadcast on 09-11-2015 at 5:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:03.  Families with school-aged children all over 
Michigan are settling back into their routines. Parents are packing lunches, running carpool, and asking their kids 
that question that rarely yields a satisfying answer: how was school today?  So we decided to turn the tables on those 
questioning parents. A few of our reporter caught up with parents dropping off and picking up their kids from 
school, and asked them: what are you noticing at your kids’ school this year?

Stateside: Senate Bill 512 being dubbed the "Yes Means Yes" Bill.
Broadcast on 09-23-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 10:00.  If you want to have sex with someone, it can’t be presumed 
because you�re dating. It can’t be based on someone’s drunken actions. It can’t be because that someone didn’t say 
No.  That’s what a bill introduced by some Lansing Democrats would mean.   Senate Bill 512 has been dubbed the 
"Yes Means Yes" bill.  This idea of affirmative consent is gaining ground in other states.  It comes at a time that a 
number of Michigan universities have been the focus of federal investigation for the way they’ve handled reports of 
sexual assault.  Democratic State Senator Curtis Hertel Jr is sponsor of the bill. Senator Hertel Jr is sponsor of the 
bill.  Senator Hertel, welcome to the program.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: State of Opportunity with Jennifer Guerra
Broadcast on 09-23-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 7:33.  Our state used to boast a pretty strong education system. But 
things have been going in the wrong direction...to the point where most any measurement serves up bad news.  The 
National Assessment of Educational Progress, the nation’s report card finds Michigan is in the bottom third of all 
states in fourth grade reading and math, and eighth grade math. The new State Superintendent of Schools is Brain 
Whiston. His goal? To make Michigan a top 10 performing state within the next 10 years.  



Michigan Radio’s State of Opportunity team has been reporting on Michigan schools and they’ve got some 
suggestions for Superintendent Whiston. 



Jen, three year of reporting on Michigan schools has certainly given you and the other members of State of 
Opportunity some real insights into what’s needed to make this a Top 10 Education State. Where does this quest 
need to start?

Stateside: School Superintendent
Broadcast on 09-23-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 9:07.  Our state used to boast a pretty strong education system. But 
things have been going in the wrong direction...to the point where most any measurement serves up bad news.  The 
National Assessment of Educational Progress, the nation’s report card finds Michigan is in the bottom third of all 
states in fourth grade reading and math, and eighth grade math. The new State Superintendent of Schools is Brain 
Whiston. His goal? To make Michigan a top 10 performing state within the next 10 years.   And State School 
Superintendent Brian Whiston is with us now...welcome.

7. Environment:

Stateside: Mosquitos
Broadcast on 07-07-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 2:51.  Well, all that rain we’ve had isn’t just making our lawns and 
flowers grow. It�s giving us a bumper crop of mosquitos.  Howard Russell is an entomologist with Michigan State 
University.  Howard, I seem to remember us all being pleased in the spring that we didn’t have our usual spring 
mosquitos because we had a pretty dry March and April. But, now here we are in the summer...and we’re swatting 
away mosquitos...why is that?

Morning Edition: It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 08-10-2015 at 8:51AM; Duration: 3:30.  Who’s driving the conversation on energy policy in 
Michigan? It’s Just Politics, coming up

Stateside: Ontario Power Generation-Nuclear Waste Storage Site
Broadcast on 08-20-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 3:28.  Ever since word broke that Ontario Power Generation wants 
the go-ahead to build an underground storage site for nuclear waste...less than a mile from Lake Huron, Michigan’s 
representatives on Capitol Hill have been mounting a constant effort to keep that facility from being built.  The latest 
salvo comes from Congressman Dan Kildee...who’s with us now. Congressman, we know we’re at the point where 
the Canadian environmental minister is to decide the fate of the underground storage at Kincardine, Ontario. What’s 
your latest initiative?

Morning Edition: The Environment Report
Broadcast on 08-27-2015 at 8:51AM; Duration: 6:00.  There could be big changes to Michigan’s solar program. 
There’s a bill in the State Senate that would fundamentally change the solar program in Michigan; as David 
Cassleman explains...it has some people worried.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Morning Edition: The Environment Report
Broadcast on 09-08-2015 at 8:51AM; Duration: 4:00.  A new study points to potential health problems with a 
widely-used herbicide... glyphosate an active ingredient in RoundUp.  Researchers found that continuous exposure 
to tiny amounts of the chemical - amounts that much lower than what is permitted in drinking water today - might be 
linked to liver and kidney damage.



Monsanto makes RoundUp. The company says the chemical has been extensively studied and is safe when used 
correctly.  Rewind a few thousand years to a time before grocery stores existed.  You would have gotten a lot of 
your food by finding it out in the wild. Foraging is no longer a necessary skill...but some people like to so it as a 
hobby. Paula Friedrich recently sat in on a foraging class for beginners.

Stateside: Flint Lead Water
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:27.  Is the water coming out of taps in Flint poisoning its children? 
Research done by my next guest says the answer is...yes.   Last year, Flint ended five decades of service from the 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department. The city’s going to take its water from a new pipeline from Lake Huron. 
But...that won�t be ready till sometime next year.  So, rather than keep paying for Detroit water, Flint began getting 
its drinking water from the Flint River.  Almost immediately, residents began complaining about the way their 
drinking water looked, smelled and tasted. There were issues with the chemicals used to treat the river water.  And 
now comes a study done by pediatrician Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha of the Hurley Medical Center. She’s found an 
increase in the number of Flint children who have been lead poisoned since the switch to the Flint River water.  Dr. 
Mona Hanna-Attisha is with us now. Welcome.

Stateside: Michigan Radio’s Sarah Hulett/Flint Water
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 2:03.  Even as state officials try to refute Dr. Mona’s findings...The 
City of Flint has issued a lead advisory, warning residents to flush pipes and install filters. All of this has revived an 
effort to sue the city to force it to stop using water from the Flint River. Michigan Radio’s Sarah Hulett is with us 
now: This lawsuit has been bouncing around a little while hasn�t it, Sarah?

Stateside: Flint Mayor
Broadcast on 09-29-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 15:28.  Pressure is building on Governor Snyder to take action about 
Flint’s water troubles now that medical researchers report elevated levels of lead in the blood of children who’ve 
been drinking water from the Flint River. Senate Minority Leader Jim Anaich is calling on the Governor to help 
Flint get itself back on water from the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department until a new regional pipeline from 
Lake Huron is up and running late next year.  Let’s turn not to the Mayor of Flint, Dayne Walling. Mr. Mayor, good 
to have you back with us on Stateside.

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 09-30-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:32.  Test results on the water in Flint who high levels of lead since 
the city switched from Detroit water to the Flint River. City officials say they may want to switch back to Detroit, 
but that will be expensive. Jack, considering the huge costs, what can Flint do?

8. Government:

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 07-01-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:34.  Governor Rick Snyder has signed a law that says local 
governments can’t pass their own ordinances that regulate wages or working conditions. How will this affect 
Michigan workers?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Fireworks
Broadcast on 07-02-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 4:18.  It was 2011 when state lawmakers loosened up the fireworks 
laws to allow just about any consumer-grade fireworks. Instead of being legally limited to those low-impact ground 
fireworks. Let’s sort out what’s legal, what’s not and what bills have been introduced to roll back that fireworks law. 
Jonathon Oosting is back with us... MLive’s Lansing reporter.  Take us back to 2011 when the Legislature passed 
the fireworks law: what was the reason?

All Things Considered: Legalize Marijuana in Michinga in 2016
Broadcast on 07-03-2015 at 4:44PM; Duration: 3:24.  At least three groups are working to put the question in front 
of voters. But money will play a big role in deciding which of those groups actually makes the ballot. Two of the 
campaigns appear to have financial backing from businesses and industry groups with deep pockets, while the other 
relies heavily on small donations and volunteers.

Morning Edition: Legalize Marijuana in Michigan in 2016
Broadcast on 07-03-2015 at 5:45AM and 7:45AM; Duration 3:24.  At least three groups are working to put the 
question in front of voters. But money will play a big role in deciding which of those groups actually makes the 
ballot. Two of the campaigns appear to have financial backing from businesses and industry groups with deep 
pockets, while the other relies heavily on small donations and volunteers.

Morning Edition/It’s Just Politics: Redistricting Reform in Michigan
Broadcast on 07-06-2015 at 8:50AM; Duration: 3:15.  With the Supreme Court’s recent decision on the drawing of 
Congressional district lines, a Democratic state lawmaker is preparing legislation for redistricting reform in 
Michigan. Zoe Clark and Rick Pluta have more in IT’s Just Politics, coming up

Stateside: Redistricting
Broadcast on 07-06-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 3:41.  The Supreme Court recently ruled that it’s not only state 
legislatures that can draw congressional district lines. The decision has one Democratic state lawmaker considering 
legislation to take authority away from lawmakers, and give it to an independent Commission. Zoe Clark and Rick 
Pluta are the co-hosts of Michigan Radio’s It’s Just Politics... Hello you two!

Stateside: Newspaper Notices Bill
Broadcast on 07-09-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 4:23.  Is it time to take public notices digital? Those pages in our 
newspaper...the ones with the government notices of election dates, upcoming public hearings, and legal 
descriptions of property to be sold or redeveloped...are the focus of House Bill 4183.  It’s a bill that could cost 
newspapers a long-time source of revenue. And it could shut out people who don’t have internet from those public 
notices.  Lindsay VanHulle is with Bridge and Crain’s Detroit Business. What’s in this bill?

Stateside: Kildee on Iran Deal
Broadcast on 07-14-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 4:38.  It took years of negotiation and diplomacy to bring about 
today’s historic deal between Iran and world powers: Tehran agreeing to curb its nuclear program in exchange for 
the easing of economic sanctions.  Now, the White House has to sell the deal to Congress...and that may turn into 
one of the biggest political fights of the Obama Presidency.  Congress has 60 days to dissect the terms. Let’s turn to 
Democratic Congressman Dan Kildee:  Congressman, your first thoughts about this nuclear deal?

Morning Edition/It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 07-27-2015 at 8:51AM; Duration: 3:43.  Why Donald Trump might not be such a bad deal for 
Michigan Republicans.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside:State of Opportunity; Your Tax Dollars at Work
Broadcast on 07-30-2015 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 50:00.  Michigan spends about 10 percent of the state 
budget on social welfare programs, and that doesn’t include health care. Is that money well spent? For a relatively 
small portion of our state budget, our passions and our politics are very much at work when we talk about these 
programs. Does that keep us from asking real questions about our social safety net and programs that might really 
help families get ahead.  This is a State of Opportunity special... "Your Tax Dollars at Work." We’ll talk to real 
people, and take a look at what really works to help low-income families climb the economic ladder. And what 
seems like a waste of time or money?

Morning Edition: It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 08-03-2015 at 8:51AM; Duration: 3:41.  What’s really behind a petition drive to increase the state’s 
corporate tax rate? Zoe Clark and Rick Pluta explain

Stateside: HIPAA Misinterpretation
Broadcast on 08-11-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 9:09.  The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act-- 
better known as HIPAA--is a federal law passed in 1996, and includes a privacy section establishing national 
standards for patient confidentiality. But Michigan has its own laws on the books regarding a patient’s right to 
privacy. How do our state laws interact with the federal legislation--is on set of rules more stringent that the other? 
And, how is HIPAA being misused...or misunderstood by patients, families and health care providers? Elizabeth 
Callahan-Morris is an attorney who’s involved in areas of HIPAA. Welcome!

Stateside: Ontario Power Generation-Nuclear Waste Storage Site
Broadcast on 08-20-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 3:28.  Ever since word broke that Ontario Power Generation wants 
the go-ahead to build an underground storage site for nuclear waste...less than a mile from Lake Huron, Michigan’s 
representatives on Capitol Hill have been mounting a constant effort to keep that facility from being built.  The latest 
salvo comes from Congressman Dan Kildee...who’s with us now. Congressman, we know we’re at the point where 
the Canadian environmental minister is to decide the fate of the underground storage at Kincardine, Ontario. What’s 
your latest initiative?

Stateside: Jake Neher/Marijuana in Michigan
Broadcast on 08-24-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 15:55.  Marijuana in Michigan has certainly changed over the past 
couple of years. For decades, it was outright illegal. Then it became legal for medical reasons. Soo, it could be legal 
just...for fun. A number of groups seeking to legalize cannabis in Michigan are working to put proposals on the 2016 
ballot. Michigan Public Radio Lansing reporter Jake Neher is here with us now to kick off our series of 
conversations about Marijuana in Michigan.  Jake, you have been covering marijuana in Michigan for some time. 
How’d you became the go to person for marijuana issues?

Stateside: Women in Prison
Broadcast on 08-25-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 14:53.  A Long, and expensive legal battle between 500 female 
prisoners and the State of Michigan came to an end six years ago.  The State agreed to pay 100-million dollars to 
settle a class-action suit by the hundreds of women who claimed they’d been sexually abused by prison guards.  
That legal fight started back in 1996. At the time, the State took great care to note that the 100-million-dollar 
settlement was quoting here: "not an admission of guilt but a compromise."  Did that settlement produce changes in 
the way female inmates are treated? Was there any backlash?  Gina Fedock is an Assistant Professor in the School 
of Social Service Administration at the University of Chicago.  Her studies focus on the way women interact with 
the criminal-legal system. Gina, welcome to Stateside.

Morning Edition: It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 09-18-2015 at 8:50AM; Duration: 3:19.  Governor Rick Snyder has announced his own political action 
committee...we’ll find out what’s really behind the new Relentless Action Pack.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 09-23-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:49.  What’s going on in state politics? Under a bill in the state 
House, people would face criminal penalties for coercing someone to have an abortion. The state House Criminal 
Justice Committee heard testimony on the bill yesterday. Supporters of the bill say prosecutors should have this as a 
tool to prosecute domestic violence cases. Opponents say the definition of "coercion" is too vague. Is this likely to 
pass?

Morning Edition: It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 8:51AM; Duration: 3:49.  Less than six months away before Michigan’s presidential 
primary, Zoe Clark and Rick Pluta take a look at who Michigan Republicans are beginning to endorse in the race to 
the White House

Stateside: Flint Lead Water
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:27.  Is the water coming out of taps in Flint poisoning its children? 
Research done by my next guest says the answer is...yes.   Last year, Flint ended five decades of service from the 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department. The city’s going to take its water from a new pipeline from Lake Huron. 
But...that won�t be ready till sometime next year.  So, rather than keep paying for Detroit water, Flint began getting 
its drinking water from the Flint River.  Almost immediately, residents began complaining about the way their 
drinking water looked, smelled and tasted. There were issues with the chemicals used to treat the river water.  And 
now comes a study done by pediatrician Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha of the Hurley Medical Center. She’s found an 
increase in the number of Flint children who have been lead poisoned since the switch to the Flint River water.  Dr. 
Mona Hanna-Attisha is with us now. Welcome.

Stateside: Michigan Radio’s Sarah Hulett/Flint Water
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 2:03.  Even as state officials try to refute Dr. Mona’s findings...The 
City of Flint has issued a lead advisory, warning residents to flush pipes and install filters. All of this has revived an 
effort to sue the city to force it to stop using water from the Flint River. Michigan Radio’s Sarah Hulett is with us 
now: This lawsuit has been bouncing around a little while hasn�t it, Sarah?

Stateside: Flint Mayor
Broadcast on 09-29-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 15:28.  Pressure is building on Governor Snyder to take action about 
Flint’s water troubles now that medical researchers report elevated levels of lead in the blood of children who’ve 
been drinking water from the Flint River. Senate Minority Leader Jim Anaich is calling on the Governor to help 
Flint get itself back on water from the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department until a new regional pipeline from 
Lake Huron is up and running late next year.  Let’s turn not to the Mayor of Flint, Dayne Walling. Mr. Mayor, good 
to have you back with us on Stateside.

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 09-30-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:32.  Test results on the water in Flint who high levels of lead since 
the city switched from Detroit water to the Flint River. City officials say they may want to switch back to Detroit, 
but that will be expensive. Jack, considering the huge costs, what can Flint do?

10. Legal System/Court Cases:

Morning Edition: Unemployment/Fraud Cases
Broadcast on 07-24-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:35.  Unemployment fraud cases are on the rise in 
Michigan. If you’re wrongly accused of fraud, it can take many months, lots of money and a hearing to clear your 
name. Michigan Radio’s Rebecca Kruth spoke with two men who said they did everything right when they collected 
unemployment, but still ended up in front of a judge.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

10. Legal System/Court Cases (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Unemployment Computer Mess
Broadcast on 08-10-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:06.  Michigan’s unemployment computer system: is it saving 
money, streamlining the unemployment process, rooting out unemployment fraud? That’s what state officials say 
about the computer system that’s been handling unemployment claims in Michigan since 2013. But a mounting 
chorus of critics say this system called MiDAS is brutalizing people who have been mistakenly accuse by the state 
of collecting more unemployment benefits that they’re entitled to. That this automated, business-like approach 
means there is no human being to speak with. That lives are being ruined because of mistakes being make by a 
computer software system.  Steve Gray is with us: he is a Law Professor at the University of Michigan...and he’s the 
General Manager of the Michigan Unemployment Insurance Project. It’s a non-profit that helps Michigan worker 
with unemployment issues. Welcome!

Stateside: Parole Questionnaire
Broadcast on 08-17-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 16:15.  What determines whether a prisoner should be paroled?  In 
Michigan, that decision is informed by a risk assessment questionnaire called COMPAS.  

And my next guest believes that questionnaire measures for poverty...rather than the likelihood of whether someone 
will re-offend. 

Sonja B Starr is a professor of law at the University of Michigan...and is the co-director of the Center for Empirical 
Legal Studies. She has studied the use of risk assessment tool in criminal justice across the country.   Good to have 
you with us today.

Stateside: Women in Prison
Broadcast on 08-25-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 14:53.  A Long, and expensive legal battle between 500 female 
prisoners and the State of Michigan came to an end six years ago.  The State agreed to pay 100-million dollars to 
settle a class-action suit by the hundreds of women who claimed they’d been sexually abused by prison guards.  
That legal fight started back in 1996. At the time, the State took great care to note that the 100-million-dollar 
settlement was quoting here: "not an admission of guilt but a compromise."  Did that settlement produce changes in 
the way female inmates are treated? Was there any backlash?  Gina Fedock is an Assistant Professor in the School 
of Social Service Administration at the University of Chicago.  Her studies focus on the way women interact with 
the criminal-legal system. Gina, welcome to Stateside.

Stateside: Michigan Pulse Poll
Broadcast on 09-08-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 9:14.  Only one in four Michiganders say they’re better off 
financially than they were last year, and when you break that down by age...more than 90 percent of folks over 65 
say they’re worse off!  Let’s dig deeper into this economic question, as well as questions regarding redistricting and 
marijuana legalization in Michigan...as we turn to Jeff Williams, CEO of Public Sector Consultants.  We partner 
with PSC for out polling series Michigan’s Pulse...Hi Jeff!

11. Public Health/Medicine:

Stateside: ARC Michigan/Developmentally Disabled
Broadcast on 07-13-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 16:21.  One of the most profound changes in Michigan has been the 
way we care for and treat people who are developmentally disabled. There’s this: in 1970, there were 14-thousand 
people living in 13 institutions in Michigan.  Today...no institutions. The last one was closed in 2009.  My next 
guest has been a leader through the decades in the struggle for inclusion for developmentally disable people.  Dohn 
Hoyle is the Executive Director of The ARC Michigan...and he’s preparing to go into "semi-retirement". We wanted 
to get his thoughts on where we’ve come and what we still need to do in the disability movement in Michigan.  
Welcom, Dohn!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: State of Opporturnity/ Opiate Drug Epidemic in MI
Broadcast on 07-16-2015 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 50:00.  The Hidden Epidemic is a State of Opportunity 
documentary on the opiate drug epidemic in Michigan.   It’s been a national epidemic, but Michigan has been 
especially hard hit. It’s an epidemic if drug addiction to opiates. While Michigan has been one ofthe worst places for 
the epidemic, it has not been a place on the forefront of finding solutions.

Stateside: HIPAA Misinterpretation
Broadcast on 08-11-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 9:09.  The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act-- 
better known as HIPAA--is a federal law passed in 1996, and includes a privacy section establishing national 
standards for patient confidentiality. But Michigan has its own laws on the books regarding a patient’s right to 
privacy. How do our state laws interact with the federal legislation--is on set of rules more stringent that the other? 
And, how is HIPAA being misused...or misunderstood by patients, families and health care providers? Elizabeth 
Callahan-Morris is an attorney who’s involved in areas of HIPAA. Welcome!

Morning Edition: State of Opportunity
Broadcast on 08-12-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:46.  There is an epidemic of drug use in Michigan, 
and is the rest of the country, involving a class of drugs called opiates - thing Vicodin, OxyContin or heroin.  In 
Michigan at least 3,000 people have died from these drugs since 2005. But even that number doesn’t tell the whole 
story. The actual number of deaths is likely much higher.  Michigan radio’s Dustin Dwyer looks into why we don’t 
know for sure how much higher.

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 09-23-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:49.  What’s going on in state politics? Under a bill in the state 
House, people would face criminal penalties for coercing someone to have an abortion. The state House Criminal 
Justice Committee heard testimony on the bill yesterday. Supporters of the bill say prosecutors should have this as a 
tool to prosecute domestic violence cases. Opponents say the definition of "coercion" is too vague. Is this likely to 
pass?

Stateside: Flint Lead Water
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:27.  Is the water coming out of taps in Flint poisoning its children? 
Research done by my next guest says the answer is...yes.   Last year, Flint ended five decades of service from the 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department. The city’s going to take its water from a new pipeline from Lake Huron. 
But...that won�t be ready till sometime next year.  So, rather than keep paying for Detroit water, Flint began getting 
its drinking water from the Flint River.  Almost immediately, residents began complaining about the way their 
drinking water looked, smelled and tasted. There were issues with the chemicals used to treat the river water.  And 
now comes a study done by pediatrician Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha of the Hurley Medical Center. She’s found an 
increase in the number of Flint children who have been lead poisoned since the switch to the Flint River water.  Dr. 
Mona Hanna-Attisha is with us now. Welcome.

Stateside: Michigan Radio’s Sarah Hulett/Flint Water
Broadcast on 09-28-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 2:03.  Even as state officials try to refute Dr. Mona’s findings...The 
City of Flint has issued a lead advisory, warning residents to flush pipes and install filters. All of this has revived an 
effort to sue the city to force it to stop using water from the Flint River. Michigan Radio’s Sarah Hulett is with us 
now: This lawsuit has been bouncing around a little while hasn�t it, Sarah?

Stateside: Flint Mayor
Broadcast on 09-29-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 15:28.  Pressure is building on Governor Snyder to take action about 
Flint’s water troubles now that medical researchers report elevated levels of lead in the blood of children who’ve 
been drinking water from the Flint River. Senate Minority Leader Jim Anaich is calling on the Governor to help 
Flint get itself back on water from the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department until a new regional pipeline from 
Lake Huron is up and running late next year.  Let’s turn not to the Mayor of Flint, Dayne Walling. Mr. Mayor, good 
to have you back with us on Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 09-30-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:32.  Test results on the water in Flint who high levels of lead since 
the city switched from Detroit water to the Flint River. City officials say they may want to switch back to Detroit, 
but that will be expensive. Jack, considering the huge costs, what can Flint do?

12. Social Policy/Welfare:

Stateside:State of Opportunity; Your Tax Dollars at Work
Broadcast on 07-30-2015 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 50:00.  Michigan spends about 10 percent of the state 
budget on social welfare programs, and that doesn’t include health care. Is that money well spent? For a relatively 
small portion of our state budget, our passions and our politics are very much at work when we talk about these 
programs. Does that keep us from asking real questions about our social safety net and programs that might really 
help families get ahead.  This is a State of Opportunity special... "Your Tax Dollars at Work." We’ll talk to real 
people, and take a look at what really works to help low-income families climb the economic ladder. And what 
seems like a waste of time or money?

13. Transportation:

Stateside: New Road Bills
Broadcast on 07-01-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 5:40.  The state Senate could vote later today on a new plan to fund 
the state’s roads. The state House padded their own legislation last month. Michigan Public Radio’s Jack Neher is 
here from the Capitol.

Stateside: Autonomous Vehicles
Broadcast on 07-20-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:14.  The University of Michigan has just opened a brand new 
testing facility for autonomous vehicles...AVs. The facility known as M-City will test AV technologies in very 
realistic off-roadway environment. It’s a key step before connected and automated vehicles and systems are 
deployed on actual roadways. 



Before we get into what the future of AV’s will look like, Stateside’s Jake Offenhartz asked folks in Ann Arbor if 
they would you feel comfortable getting into driverless cars?   



 So, just what is the future of autonomous vehicles? How will they shape our future economy?  Kevin DeSouza is 
with the Center for Technology Innovation...he’s an Associate dean for research at the College of Public 
Programs...and a professor in the Scholl of Public Affairs at Arizona State University. Welcome, Kevin!  



With all this talk of autonomous vehicles, Stateside�s producer Mike Blank breaks down the relationship between 
cars, computers and humans.

Stateside: Air Bag Concerns
Broadcast on 08-04-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 4:24.  There have been at least eight people killed in accidents 
related to defective air bags made by Takata. The potential number of vehicles affected by these Takata air bags has 
been boosted to more than 32 million, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. But, the 
watchdogs at NHTSA are keeping a wary eye on another safety issue brewing with air bags. What happens when air 
bags age? Auto journalist Paul Eisenstein is the publisher of the Detroit Bureau-dot-com. Paul, the age of the 
average vehicle on the road today is 11...and that’s the oldest we’ve ever seen.

Morning Edition: State of Opportunity
Broadcast on 08-05-2015 at 6:45AM and 8:45AM; Duration 3:59.  Getting your first car is a seminal moment-cars 
are part of our cultural heritage. That car can also make daily life easier. If there’s a group of young people that few 
things are easy for, it’s those in the state’s foster care system.  Sarah Alvarez reports this group of teens has a hard 
time even getting drivers licenses--let alone cars.
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13. Transportation (Continued):

Stateside: AV Goldrush
Broadcast on 08-13-2015 at 3:00PM; Duration: 6:04.  MCity is the 32-acre replica suburb designed to let researchers 
test self-driving cars in real-world conditions...safely away from pedestrians and other vehicles. Its recent opening in 
Ann Arbor is a big sign that Michigan intends to be a leader in developing self-driving cars.  MCity is just on 
expression of a very interesting "courtship dance" between states like Michigan and auto companies.  Dino Grandoni 
looked at the "gold rush" of self-driving cars in a recent piece for the New York Times. Dino...welcome!

Morning Edition: Jack Lessenberry
Broadcast on 08-19-2015 at 7:51AM; Duration: 3:06.  A conference committee will iron out differences between 
state House and Senate plans to boost road funding. It sounds like State House Speaker Kevin Cotter wants a House 
vote by the end on the week. Lawmakers are working on a $1.2 billion plan that could include a boost in fuel taxes 
and vehicles fees along with shifting money from other areas of the budget. But finding enough votes for higher gas 
taxes will be difficult. Lawmakers can only hold up-or-down votes on legislation approved by a conference 
committee. That means they can’t make changes to the bills once they’re out of that committee. Do you see hop that 
we could be closer to a deal?


