
Below is a list of the significant issues reported by KCOW 1400-AM, 92.5FM, KAAQ 105.9FM, 
and KCNB 94.7FM in Alliance, Nebraska along with siginificant programming treatment on those 
issues for the First Quarter January 1 - March 31, 2021

______________________________________________________________________________
__

West Nebraska Blood Center, Laboratory Patient Service Center moving to new location...Jan. 
6...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
West Nebraska Blood Center and the Regional West Laboratory Patient Service Center are 
moving their operations to 313 West 38th Street in Scottsbluff, just west of Regional West’s 
main campus, on Tuesday, Jan. 5. 
After seeing donors at the Hampton Inn since November, West Nebraska Blood Center is 
moving to its new location to increase ease of access for donors. Walk-ins to donate blood are 
accepted, but appointments are preferred. 

Nebraska officials warn about virus vaccine scams...Jan. 6...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news 
(Approx. 30 sec.)
Nebraska officials are warning people to watch out for scams related to coronavirus vaccines.
State Attorney General Doug Peterson said Nebraskans should be wary about unsolicited offers 
to provide the vaccine, especially if they ask for credit card numbers or other personal 
information. The COVID-19 vaccine is being provided free.

Alliance High School updated fan attendance guidelines...Jan. 8...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
Alliance High School has announced updated guidelines for fan attendance at winter sports and 
other activities. These guidelines will go into effect on Tuesday January 12th, 2021.  AHS 
Activities Director Anita James issued the following guidelines. 
Per NSAA guidelines we are now able to hold 50% capacity in our gyms. However, we still want 
to remain cautious with things to help keep everyone safe and healthy and help ensure that our 
student athletes continue to get to play, and finish the winter sports season. Therefore we will 
be enforcing the following guidelines:
In an attempt to accommodate the families of our players, the visiting teams families, and our 
community, and in order to stay under the 50% capacity mandate, we will be issuing tickets for 
each participant to use as they wish. These tickets will be distributed to the participants prior to 
each home contest. We will also have very limited seating available for anyone who does not 
have a ticket and wishes to attend a home contest, this seating will be on a first come first serve 
basis. 
Masks are still required to be worn by all spectators and workers during a contest and a 6 foot 
separation between household member groups and other individuals is highly recommended. 

Alliance Council welcome new APD Chief Lukens...Jan. 8...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news 
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(Approx. 30 sec.)
The Alliance City Council welcomed in the new Alliance Police Chief, Philip Lukens during the 
Jan. 5 meeting. Chief Lukens started his duties with the City of Alliance on Dec. 21. He said it's 
been a great couple of weeks. "I'm delighted to be here," said Lukens. "Delighted to get to know 
all of you folks...and getting to know a lot of people in the community already. It's very exciting 
to work together with our community and everybody else. We have a lot of things we're trying 
to build upon that Chief Kiss had already had going for a lot of years. We just want to 
strengthen that. Our officers are excited about working together. They've shown me a lot of 
different things in our community. I think we have a great, unique community."

BBGH On COVID-19 Vaccine and More...Jan. 15...9am news (Approx. 10 mins.) 
Box Butte General Hospital CEO Lori Mazanec updates the community of the COVID-19 vaccine 
and more. 

Alliance Interim Co-City Manager Randy Waggener...Feb. 3...9am news (Approx. 8 mins.)
Alliance interim Co-City Manager/Finance Director Randy Waggener updates the community on 
the Feb. 2 City Council meeting. 

Firewood harvest temporarily allowed at Box Butte WMA...Feb. 9...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news(Approx. 30 sec.)
Firewood harvest is usually prohibited at Box Butte Wildlife Management Area, but people with 
authorization will be allowed to collect it Feb. 1-March 10.
Non-commercial firewood users who receive permission from the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission may cut any fallen dead timber in specific areas during the six-week period. Those 
with the authorization form will receive a map of areas open for harvest and vehicle access, and 
will be urged to use safe practices while cutting.
Allowing people to collect firewood not only aids in habitat management of targeted areas on 
the property. It also reduces the amount of wood that may become hazardous to boats on the 
1,600-acre reservoir and provides an opportunity for people to fuel their fireplaces.

PPHD: 3 additional locations to receive vaccine including Chadron, Alliance...Feb. 11...6am, 
7am, 8am, 12noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
The Federal Pharmacy Program announced they will include three locations in the Panhandle. 
Alliance Community Pharmacy and Walmart in Chadron and Scottsbluff will be receiving the 
COVID vaccine. This is in addition to the current vaccine providers that have been offering 
COVID vaccines in the Panhandle.
They will be following the same vaccine timeline issued by Governor Ricketts with current 
eligibility being health care personnel, long-term care, and individuals 65 and older.
“We encourage all Panhandle residents over the age of 18 that have not registered yet to 
please do so at vaccinate.ne.gov. Each new opportunity to expand access to residents getting 
the COVID vaccine is the goal but we want people to remain patient as new systems are 
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underway,” said Kim Engel, Panhandle Public Health District Director.

City of Alliance requesting residents to preserve energy...Feb. 16...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
The Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska (MEAN), our community’s wholesale power supplier, 
is a member of Southwest Power Pool, which oversees the power grid of an area stretching 
from Oklahoma to the Canadian border. Southwest Power Pool has declared Energy Emergency 
Alerts that remain in effect until further notice. Due to widespread and extreme cold, worsening 
conditions are creating energy deficiencies in the region and may lead to controlled service 
interruptions.
The City of Alliance is asking customers to cut down on their power usage to mitigate the risk of 
potential power outages due to extreme cold weather and increased regional demand.

Alliance Council offer Jeff Hecksel City Manager position...Feb. 25...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
The Alliance City Council held a special meeting on Feb. 23 to discuss the hiring of a new City 
Manager. Council voted 4-1 to hire Jeff Hecksel of Oregon for the position. Councilman John 
McGhehey made a motion to offer the position to Hecksel with a compensation package to 
include a salary of at least $125,000 plus benefits, but which could exceed $130,000 with an 
amendment. Mayor Mike Dafney and Finance Director Randy Waggener will negotiate the final 
package. 

City of Alliance to begin trimming street, alley trees...March 3...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
Panhandle Tree Service will begin trimming trees for the City of Alliance along streets and alleys. 
Trees will be trimmed for electric line, streetlight and refuse truck clearance. The project will 
begin on Potash Avenue from 1st Street to 7th Street and proceed East to Flack. Once those are 
complete they will be working from 1st street to 10th street, Box Butte to the West. This will be 
an ongoing project lasting well into the summer months.

APD, Sheriff's Office partner with Dairy Queen for citizen 'Good Deed' program...March 
8...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
The Alliance Police Department and Box Butte County Sheriff’s Office have partnered with Dairy 
Queen for a new citizen community program.  Both law enforcement agencies have a desire to 
serve the community and enjoy interacting with law abiding citizens. The Dairy Queen has 
provided reward cards to both agencies awarding a free small blizzard to individuals when an 
officer or deputy contact them for a good deed. Whether it’s children or adults, if an individual 
is observed contributing to the community  they may receive a card.

City of Alliance experienced multiple power outages...March 15...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
A powerful winter storm caused power outages in the City of Alliance on March 14. 
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On Sunday the City of Alliance said in a news release there was a "city-wide powerage", but 
Alliance Electric Superintendent Kirby Bridge said there was not. 
"We had two breakers open up," Bridge said. "One at the Cody Substation and one at the 
Emerson Substation. It was a pretty good size outage, but it wasn't a system wide outage."
Bridge said many City of Alliance electric crews put in over 12 hours working on the outages. 
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