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SECTION ONE:          KIFI   

ISSUES PROGRAM LIST        April 1, 2019 

The following represent some of the key issues facing the broadcast area of KIFI during 

the current filing period.  They are referenced on the accompanying programming 

summaries. 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs aired as part of Local News 8 at 5:00 p.m., 6:00 

p.m., and/or 10 p.m. 

 

A) EDUCATION:   Issues relating to public school and university education in our 

community. 

Title:  SAVE THE KIDS 

Broadcast Date:  1-7 

Duration:  2:42 

Description:  A Utah man has launched an effort to encourage high school aged kids to break 

away from electronics and experience face-to-face interaction.  Collin Karchner met with high 

school students in the region to help kids struggling with "screen addiction". Screen use appears 

to be closely affiliated to bullying, depression, and other issues. Students learned to spend less 

time on their phones and other devices and try to get involved in physical activities with other, real 

people. 

Title:  SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 

Broadcast Date:  1-21 

Duration:  2:44 

Description:  Idaho observed School Choice Week.  Administrators at the Montessori Charter 

School said they hoped the community would use the occasion to look at education options 

beyond public schools.  It can also involve the systems and processes used in teaching style. The 

Montessori option, by example, focuses on the autonomy of students. Administrators encouraged 

parents to look at matching a child’s needs and interests with the program that might fit them 

best. 

Title:  TALKING TO KIDS 

Broadcast Date:  1-23 

Duration:  1:50 

Description:  In the wake of recent traumatic events, the Idaho Falls School District and 

Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Center joined forces to help parents find appropriate ways to talk 

with their children.  The approach varies depending on the age and intellectual ability of children, 

but parents should not avoid talking about difficult issues. Give younger children information they 

will understand.  Older kids may respond through activism. Parents should also provide and 

display a stable home environment.  

Title:  BONNEVILLE SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

Broadcast Date:  2-25 

Duration:  2:25 



Description:  The Bonneville School Board invited patrons to tour science classrooms at both 

Bonneville and Hillcrest High Schools.  The group is trying to determine what facilities might be 

necessary as part of an upcoming school bond proposal. Administrators say the schools lack the 

lab space necessary to give students hands-on experience.  The board is proposing a four-phase 

update that would add classrooms and safety features to each of the buildings in separate bond 

proposals. 

Title:  BUS SIGNALS   

Broadcast Date:  3-20 

Duration:  1:48 

Description:  The Idaho House Transportation Committee reported out legislation that would 

establish new fines for motorists failing to obey traffic signal warnings on school buses, after an 

emotional presentation Monday.  In addition to a graphic video, the committee heard from a 

Bonneville County Sheriff’s deputy whose own daughter was killed by a driver that failed to stop 

for a school bus.  He said the fines would be designated to purchase either bus signaling devices 

or cameras to encourage stiffer enforcement.  

 

 

B) HEALTH / ENVIRONMENT:  Issues related to our environment and health of our 

community. 

Title:  WIDESPREAD ILLNESS 

Broadcast Date:  2-5 

Duration:  2:36 

Description:  An alarming number of local schools closed after enrollment dropped by as much 

as 25 percent due to illness of students and teachers.  A local pediatrician confirmed there are a 

number of children sick with influenza. A number of flu-like symptoms, although they likely do not 

have actual influenza. One mother said the disease was riffing through her home as well. Some 

local school closings were also blamed on inclement weather. Parents were being encouraged to 

keep their kids home to avoid spreading sickness to other students.  

Title:  FLOOD MAPS 

Broadcast Date:  2-5 

Duration:  2:22 

Description:  Pocatello residents had opportunity to provide input into proposed changes in 

community flood plain maps. As a result, many homes were removed from within the flood plain.  

As a result, they will not be required to purchase costly flood insurance, if the new maps are 

adopted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  The new maps are considered more 

accurate than previous versions because of new technology that can more completely analyze 

risks.  

Title:  FLOODING 

Broadcast Date:  2-27 

Duration:  2:37 

Description:  Warmer temperatures are beginning to melt high levels of snowpack, especially in 

higher elevations. The runoff is creating sheet flooding, where runoff water can’t work its way into 

the ground because of frozen ground or water.  The backup has begun to threaten a few 

structures in the Bingham County area and sandbags are being used to divert it. The county has 

begun to offer sandbags to residents whose property is immediately threatened.  



Title:  HATCH PIT FEES 

Broadcast Date:  3-18 

Duration:  2:28 

Description:  Bonneville County is exploring an increase in fees for use of the “Hatch” 

construction and demolition pit. The plan begins with an “unsorted” fee to be assessed at different 

rates for county and non-county residents. Unsorted waste fees would jump from $15 for 

residents to $90 for non-residents. Public Works managers said the hope is to extend the life of 

the pit and promote recycling. Recyclable materials should not even be part of that mix and 

organic waste should be sorted and delivered to the county landfill. A public hearing on the rate 

proposals is set April 2. 

 

 

 

C) GOVERNMENT/POLITICS:  Issues facing local government including taxation 

and politics. 

Title:  REPUBLICAN WOMEN FILE SUIT 

Broadcast Date:  1-3 

Duration:  1:30 

Description:  A former member of the Bonneville County Republican Women has filed suit 

against the organization. She claimed an election of board members was manipulated to make 

sure hand-picked candidates were selected.  The new Chair said the group did follow its bylaws 

and the group is now being harassed with a frivolous lawsuit. That lawsuit's theory involves an 

alleged contract violation. 

Title:  GOVERNMENT SHUT DOWN IN FT. HALL 

Broadcast Date:  1-22 

Duration:  2:10 

Description:  As the federal government shut down continued, Native American Tribes began 

to suffer.   At Ft. Hall, donations were coming in from out-of-state.  Tribal leaders said more than 

200 families were directly affected.  Those are people whose salaries are paid by federal 

programs.   Food, toiletries, and gas cards were handed out to furloughed workers.  A local 

“grandma” launched a national appeal for assistance and the public came forward with cash and 

other donations.  

Title:  SCHOOL POLLING PLACES 

Broadcast Date:  3-13 

Duration:  2:46 

Description:  Bannock County Election officials are continuing to review the facilities used as 

polling places in the county.  There has been concern about “strangers” being allowed access to 

public schools to cast ballots because of security concerns.  Election officials said it is their job to 

advocate for voters and make voting as accessible as possible. Bannock County has 17 precincts 

in 11 schools, affecting about 15,000 voters.  They say alternative facilities with adequate parking 

and ADA compliance are difficult to find. Officials said voting activity in schools might also entice 

students to develop an interest in voting. 

 
 

 



Title:  NEW ZEALAND VIGIL 

Broadcast Date:  3-19 

Duration:  1:59 

Description:  In the wake of a mass-murder in a New Zealand mosque, the Pocatello Muslim 

community hosted a vigil in remembrance of the 50 people killed. Thousands of residents, from 

multiple religious backgrounds, turned out for the event. Representatives of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints said it was an opportunity to denounce hate and build the community’s 

spirt.  

Title:  REXBURG VISION 2020 

Broadcast Date:  3-20 

Duration:  3:01 

Description:  When the city of Rexburg initiated a forward- looking development plan in the 

1990’s, the city was projecting growth. While expecting growth, leaders did not expect Ricks 

College becoming a 4-year college.  The move contributed to growth of 16% in 2003 alone. Now, 

the city says it is averaging growth of 6 to 8% every year. Its “vision” document outlined 

necessary infrastructure demands, but even those were adapted through the decades.  The city 

continues to keep an eye towards the future and hopes an accurate census count will help 

generate federal funding support. The city formed a “complete count” committee to make sure all 

residents are counted in 2020.  

 

 

 

D) ECONOMY:  Tracking trends affecting our community’s business base as well as 

the rise and fall of industry in the community. 

Title:  TINY HOUSES 

Broadcast Date:  2-12 

Duration:  2:02 

Description:  The city of Blackfoot has approved a new subdivision ordinance clearing the way 

for “tiny houses” in the community. The new style housing is appealing to young married or retired 

couples, students or single people who only need simple living space. The homes are 

approximately 200 square feet and laid out much like an RV. Residents were concerned the 

subdivision would become something like an RV park, before the ordinance was shaped to 

address those concerns.  

Title:  POW MIA RALLY 

Broadcast Date:  2-12 

Duration:  2:53 

Description:  After a two-year feud with the Bannock County Sheriff’s Office, the POW MIA 

Awareness Rally will return to the Pocatello Event Center this summer. It moved to Idaho Falls 

after disputes over widespread reports of confrontations with police. Now, the new director of the 

rally claims the only dispute was over the cost of concessions. But, the county sheriff remembers 

an incident involving two rival biker gangs, which required SWAT response to break up. In any 

event, both entities hope to start 2019 with a clean slate. 

 

Title:  IDA-GO 

Broadcast Date:  3-26   



Duration:  2:02 

Description:  The Idaho Transportation Department collected public comments on its long 

range 2040 Plan.  At the same time, the department said it is making progress on several projects 

already underway.  The Rose Interchange project is on schedule and should be complete by fall. 

On Interstate 15, an interchange project from I-86 to Ft Hall is underway.  Work is planned from 

Georgetown to Nounan Road.  Reconstruction of the Lorenzo Bridge on US 20 will begin this 

year and a new bridge at Pine Creek Pass should be finished. Several projects are also expected 

on Interstate 15, north of Idaho Falls.  A complete reconstruction of US 20 is also planned, 

beginning on the Ashton Hill. 

 

 

 

 

E) LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Tracking trends in neighborhood crime and the legal 

progress of criminal cases. 

 

Title:  CHUBBUCK SHOOTING 

Broadcast Date:  2-14 

Duration:  1:48 

Description:  Chubbuck Police spent the day searching for three suspects in connection with 

an early morning shooting. One man was hospitalized with non-life threatening injuries. By day’s 

end, police had located two female suspects, but the man, described as armed and dangerous, 

was on the loose. Police did not identify the victim, nor the motive for the shooting.  One neighbor 

said he found the victim on their doorstep, telling them he had been shot.  The victim said he 

didn’t live there, but was a friend of the homeowner’s daughter. 

 

Title:  HOME INVASION 

Broadcast Date:  2-18 

Duration:  1:30 

Description:  An Idaho Falls man and his fiancé fended off a burglar, who broke into their home 

holding a shotgun.  Surveillance video indicated the homeowner struggled to tear the gun away 

until the suspect ran for the door and the fiancé ran into a bedroom to call for help.  Police found 

the suspect a short time later, along with an accomplice.  Later, police told reporters that the 

suspect was looking for drugs and money.  

 

Title:  FT. HALL EXPLOSION 

Broadcast Date:  2-25 

Duration:  1:25 

Description:  No one was injured when the roof of the Ft. Hall Government Building on the 

Shoshone Bannock Reservation collapsed.   The incident happened at around 3 a.m. Thick 

sheets of ice and snow were on the roof as it broke through onto the tribes’ education, 

employment, and elderly nutrition services portion of the building. Engineers evaluated the 

building and are working to determine when or if people will be allowed to return. It will not reopen 

until structural integrity has been restored. 



Title:  STRANDED TRUCKS 

Broadcast Date:  2-26 

Duration:  3:16 

Description:  About a dozen semi-trucks are stranded on US 20, north of Island Park, after 

driving through road closure signs into snow covered roads. They have been stuck in the area for 

several days and it appears it will take three more for ITD snow plows to make it through snow 

drifts.  In the meantime, Fremont County Search and Rescue teams have been shuttling food, 

diesel, and supplies to the truckers and other passengers. With snow drifts mounting to six feet or 

higher, the Idaho Transportation Department said it may be some time before the roads are 

cleared. 

 

Title:  ELDREDGE MURDER ARREST 

Broadcast Date:  3-22 

Duration:  1:45 

Description: After more than twelve years, Idaho Falls Police announced an arrest in the case 

of Susan Eldredge.  The woman disappeared in 2007 and her body was found in 2010.  Sgt. 

Jessica Marley was assigned to lead a cold case investigation in 2014.  Here team worked with 

the “Cold Justice” television show to secure additional interviews and secure more evidence. 

Bonneville County prosecutors found a suspect in a Department of Corrections facility, serving 

time on an arson charge. Few details were released, but police said additional cases were also 

under investigation. 

 


